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A Farmington Hills family, all
seven of whom died in & private air-
plane crash Sunday. lefl behind im-
pressions of an active, “totally Chris-
tian” family.

Paul Jatkoe was a dentist who prac-
ticed in Westland for 11 years. The
family lived in a $110.000 home on Old
Homestead in Independence Com-
mons in Farmington Hills.

The seven died when a Cessna 411-A
owned and piloted by Jatkoe crashed
in Virginia.

Dead are Jatkoe. 0. his™ wife,
Marie. 28: daughters Susan, 17,
Karen. 15, and Elizabeth, 8; and sons
Paul 4. and Michael. 3. Susan and
Karen, students at Mercy High School
in Farmington Hills, were daughters
by Jatkoe's previous marriage. His
first wife died about six years ago

BOTH JATKOE and his wife were li-
censed pilots, friends and employes
said .

Robin Scott, his office manager.
said Jatkoe's main hobbies were fly-
ing and hunting The family took fly-
Ing trips every two weeks or so. she

The Jatkoes left Christmas day to
visit his parents, Mr and Mrs Ches
ter Jatkoe, in Floridn They were re-
tuming to Detron when the light

plane crashed. Jatkoe had patients
scheduled in his Westland office begin-

been fully equipped to handle almost
any weather, or flight problem

HOWEVER, he added Jatkoe had
only about 0 hours of flight time in
the plane. Jatkoe was a “fully qual-
ified pilot” who had about 900 hours
of fying time, Thompson said

Thompson: who lives less than one-
quarter of a mile from Jatkoe's house
in Farmington Hills, is a teacher at
Whittier Junior High School in West-

Thompson also is Mr. Houdini
on a local children's television show

Thompson, who owns a twin-engined
plane and has about 700 hours of fly-
ing time. said the Cessna which
crashed was “'set up 1o fly in icing
conditions " 1t had radar and a wide
varicty of sophisticated instruments.
including one instrument which cost
$13.000

“The plane was well equipped.”
Thompson said

Thompson said he and Jatkoe nego-
tiated together through the month of

Memorial services set

State police in Virginia are contin.
uing investigation of the crash of a
small. twin-engine plane which
claimed the lives of a Farmington
Hills family of seven

Dr. and Mrs Paul Jatkoe and their
five children died following the crash
of their plane about 10 pm  Sunday
night in a densely wooded-arca near
Tacoma in southeast Virginia

Driving snow and rmn hampered
rescue attempts

The family was returning to Farm.
tngton Hills from a vacation in Flor-
da

A rosary service will be held at 8
pm Thursday. Jan 16 al the
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Home
2720 Farmington A memonial serv
ice 1s set for 10°30 am Thursday at

School

FARMINGTON=Il you receive a
telephone call. and the caller asks you
how you voted 1n the last millage elec:
tion, chanegs are that yau are about
to become o statistic i the board of
education’s, demographic and atidu
dinal survey

Although the survey 15 still an the
planming stage with board members
uncertain as to the financial feasital
ity of the project. it steps were
unken Tuesday night when the board
heard four firms present proposals in
an open study session

Vying for project approval were the
University of Michigan Burcau of
School Studies, Villican-Leman & Asso-
ciates. Inc . Parkins-Rogers and Asso-
ciates. Inc. and Hobinson Corp

Each firm was permitted 25 min-
wtes for their report, with a |5minute
interlude for questions (rom the pub-
lic

Newman)

The eye of the beholder

‘Some people go 1o a basketball game to ptay. Some go to
cheer. And some, like Greg Meggas of Farmington Hills, go to the
North Farmington High School games to blow bubbles. Stilt
others prefer beating the drums. (Photographed by Craig

Our Lady of Mercy High School

A funcral service will be held at
10 15am Fnday at the funeral home
with a mass scheduled for 11 am at
Our lady of Sorrows Church. 23615
Power

Surviving the family are the
couple’s parents Mr and Mrs Wil
liam Jatkoe of Detrost and Mr and
Mrs  Archie Webb of Farmington

Also surviving 1s Mrs Josephune Gu
rynski of Farmington. grandmother of
two of the children. and two of M’
Jatkae's brothers. Dr Denms Jatkoe
of Livoma and Chester Jatkoe of La-
vonia

The family has asked that memo-
nal tributes be made to Our lady of
Sorrows School or Our Lady of Mercy
High School

board to

Although 1t was onginally suggested
tn the board by LeRoy R Bartman. di-
rector of personnel. that the studies
be considered for information on
demography and long-range plans for
present building sites, the board be-
came interested i attitudinal sur-
veys

THE MILLAGE 1ssue and cducation
al priofities would be the primary
focus of such surveys

School officials hope to learn why
the last millages were defeated. what
the present attitude is toward millage.
and what subjects residents feel they
could do without. should another mil
lage request be asked and fml

Enroliment trends and their effect
on school usage would be one of the
man components of the survey re-
scarch packages done by the firms

¥ 8

Thursdey, Janasry 16, 193§

F)IA

THE_OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

Hills family dies in crash

SUSAN JATKOE

October to buy the plane. but Thomp-
son backed out when minor engine
problems were discovered.

AFTER JATKOE looked at the Ces.
sna, a medum-twin which Thompson
described as a “very classy air-
plane.”” he put the plane he owned at
the time up for sale the next day

‘Thompson said the mechanical prob-
lems with the plane were "“not criti-
cal * An annual inspection was sched-
ued for next month, he said

Weather, Thompson said. probably
was the factor which contributed most
10 the crash Lack of famiharity with
a new plane and senes of problems
could have contnbuted to the crash.

A-pilot, Thompson said. can
“handle two or three strikes but four
or five might be the breaking point ™

_Jatkoe's wife. Marie, had only a pri-
vate pilot's heense, Thompson said
but she could have “handled the book-
work"” necessary to fly the large air-
plane

THOMPSON descnbed the family
as "“super people * Thompson and his
wife saw Mrs Jatkoe Chnistmas Eve
at mudnight 1 Our Lady of Sorrows
Crurch in Farmington Mrs  Jatkoe
told them she had made new curlains
for the airplane for the trip She also
nvited them for a flying dinner trip

decide on millage

Brandon Rogers of Parkins-Rogers
and Associates, Inc said his study
would focus on the dualism of growth
potential together with the dechine in
the birth rate of the Farmington area

“In 1948-50. there were 25 births per
1.000 people,”” he said "It dropped in
193 to 15 births per 1,000 According
to the study we've done of the Farm-
ington-Farmington Hills district. the
birth rate has dropped more than 200
between 1970 and 19737

Although the study could be proj
ected into a 10-year period of Farm-
ington's future needs and trends. he
encouraged only a five-year focus

“1t's the next five years that we can
rely on most.” he said ““The children
who will be attending school during
that time have been already born. and

ELIZABETH JATKOE

after the Jatkoe's returned from the
vacation, he said

Jatkoe had an “extremely stnking"
personality, Thompson said Mrs
Scott said Jatkoe was about 6feet. 3
inches tall and weighed about 190
pounds

He was “very athletic” and a “hand
some, 3 she said

Thompson said Jatkoe. who would
have been 41 May 17. looked 30 ile
had a gym 10 hus basement which he
used to keep in shape

Jatkoe was a “go getter” who, after
he made up his mind. “'would et noth
ing stand in his way.” Thompson said

Mrs Scott sad “all the patients
loved him" and he had a “tremendous
practice” in Westland Duning the five
years Mrs Scott worked for Jatkoe,
he was angry only about two times
she said

MRS. SCOTT added that Jatkoe had
planned to spend time 1n Mexico next
month treating residents of the coun-
try’s interior who had never seen a
dentist

She said Jatkoe was “reaily looking
forward" to the expenence

Mrs Jatkoe was a recepionist 1n
her future husband's office before Jat-
koe's first wife died. Mrs Scott said
She was athletic and “interested in

that increases our accuracy They
may not have been bom in this dis-
trict. but they have been bomn

All the groups generally agreed
upon telephone surveys and personal
interviews as effective means of chcit
ing required information

VILICAN-LEMAN & Associates
Inc.. stressed this aspect of their pro-
posed study. proposing a telephone
survey of 200 people and a large num
ber of personal interviews using cards
and other visual aids

Vith a personal interview. we can
use a vanable scale with visual aids
That way we can have people relate
10 questions In a more complex way.”
said a spokesman for the group

Tred and true methods include deal
ng with a deck of cards

KAREN JATKOE ?

anmything the doctor was interested
n’ added

Mrs  Jatkoe and her older step
daughter. Susan. had sitned up for
sky diving lessons before the family
left on the trip. Mrs Scott <a:d The
farmuly atso were skiers and scuba
divers

Jatkoe and his wife were building a
helicopter from a kit in their Farm
mgton Hills home. Thompson <ad
Thompson. a industnal arts instruc
tor. said he and Jatkoe planned to
work on the planc together

MRS, SCOTT said once when Jatkoe
talked about the helicopter he
qupped. “I'm going to fet Marie {1y 1t
first

Jatkoe once told Mrs Sentt that he
had no very close frends However
Mrs Scott added that his wife Marie
was hus best fnend

a;r Robert Brown. a counselor for
Susan and Karen at Mercy, sad
that the family was ‘truly Chnistian
i the broadest sense

Susan. he said was “just a number
one sort of person  She had been ac
cepted 1n the predentistry program
at the University wf Michigan Susan

attitude

You almest play a game and it
can get kind of iteresting * she <aid

Interviewers would be given a deck
of cards of which carnes an item
from the school curnculum  They
would then be asked to remose cards
from the <tack. according to the order
m which they would Lke them cut
from the budget

It was one way . she <aid the school
distnct could determine what priority
residents place on certamn schaol
tems

Interviewers would work on Satur
days and in the everungs to tnsure an

adequate representation of bath men
and women she sad

BRUCE ROBINSON of Robinsen
Corp emphasized that his firm 15 a

a more reserved person than sister
Karen. had a 37 grade point average
2 Mercy

Susan was a member of the ski
club Her French teacher. Sister
Mary Joel, descnibed her as an “ex-
tremely gentle” girl who was “solid
in her valyes

MRS. SCOTT. Jatkoe's office man-
ager. said both older daughters

wo summers i their father’s of-
fice Both were “polite. wonderful
arls

Karen. a sophomare at Mercy.

was a httle crackerjack.” Mrs Scott
sad A Mercy biology teacher said
Karen did “everything to perfection ™
She was a member of the ski club and
a candidate for the Spanish honor so-
aety

Students at Our Lady of Sorrows ele-
mentary school called the couple’s
eght-vearold daughter “Liz ™"

The Inttle @rls are in kind of a
shock, " a SorTows spokesman said -

Mrs Jatkoe and her daughter were
active m a Brownie troop at the
school Mrs Jatkoe was the troop’s
leader Mrs Scott sad. “Beth” was a
baght child

PALL., THE four year old. “looked -
like he was gotng to explode ™ all the
ume. Mrs Scott added Mike. the
voungest child. was more reserved
However. he was interested tn flying
and talked about the plane as his

Mrs Scott <aid the famly may
have had a premonition about an acel
dent New wills were wnitten in No-
vember. she saud

‘In a way masbe thev knew ™

Thompson <ad he could have been
n the airplane with Jatkoe

1 don't know whether 1l ever get
my wife up in the ur again © Thomp
on said

Thompson <aid the Cessna which
crashed was prvately owned by Jat
koe

Thompson said the dentist put
£20 000 down on the plane and had pay
ments of $1.200 a month Total cost of
operation would be about §20000 a
vear he etimated

study |

consurmer package gonds frm ~inter
ested In <tudving not oaly demogra-
phucs but " psschographics

Psychographids * he <aid includ
~i behavioral attitudes. the motiva
tion behund them and recommenda:
tions for strategical attitudinal
change

His information-gathening would be -
done through telephone calls and
matled questionnaires with emphasis
on educational prienities and  the
woter's atutude taward increased mil
lage

Costs for the proposed <tudies
ranged from $17 000 to $11.000 with re
search lasting? up to a vear

The board tnk no acton




