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Churches unite to offer services

By ROSE WEBER

A small church can sometimes
be limited in both its community
outreach and services to its own
members and an associstion of
clergyman does not always provide
a viable answer

“Most ecumenical or clergymen
groups have fallen apart or are not
active, but there is a certain

- uniqueness about the North Au-
burban Parish (NSP) grouping,”
the Rev David Strong, pastor of

Howship United Methodist
Troy, said.

N\ He believes the group's success
\) is a result of the particularly close

relationship among the nince cler-

gymen who are committed to each
other and to NSP.

Member churches are St
Thomas More Catholic, St. Ste-
phens Episcopal, Pilgrim Congre-
gational, North Hills Christian Re-
formed, Lutheran Church of the
Master, First United Methodist,
Bix Beaver United Methodiat,
Northminster Preshyterian  and
Fellowship United Methodist

TWO OTHER  Catholic
churches, one Our Lady of the
Hills which meets in the same
building as Fellowship, also have
participated in certain programs
r. Strong is | dent of the
“orkmn committee composed of
hath elergy and laity

The committee sponsors five
programs which include:

o The Formerly Married — ap-
Eroximuel,\' 150 people who are
aving difficulties because they
are divoreed or widowed meet
weekly. Three ministers trained in
counseling h(-lr them work
through the grief process as well

as other problems in small groups

of 12.

® County Hospital Worship —
laity from the nine churches rotate
providing a worship service at the
request of the hospital.

® Blood Bank — the Americgn
Red Cross requested NSP assist.
ance in establishing a regular
hlood bank program.

Interfaith service on Tuesday

An interfaith worship service
will be held at ¥ p.m. Tuesday at
the First United Methodist
Church, 1559 W Maple, Birming-
ham.

Spansored jointly by a group of

Birmingham churches of various
denominations, it repeats a tradi-
tion hegun Jast year when the
same congregations gathered at
Holy Name Catholic Church for a
similar service

Several priests and ministers,
will participate in the service
which will include a sermon by Dr.
Kenneth Gass of St. Jdm
[\al Church and muwnl nz-lrmons
v the choir of the First Presbyter-

® Youth Commission — cur-
rently undergoing reorganization,
weekend retreats for interfaith
)oulhs are anlOl'!d with50 to 75
senior youth participating.

¢ Troy People Concerned — this
pro& am was developed by NSP
and has since become independent
through incorporation for a wider
outreach.

An important part of the NSP
program is ongoing Clergy Sup-

port Group.
imarily for us,” Mr.

“This if
Strong said. “We deal with per-
sonal and pm!nsmnal problems
It is a support and growth group.
We have helped some to continue
in the ministry and some to fur-
ther their education.”
Many short-term
seminars also have-
by the organization
“We've had our ups and downs
but I don't think we'll ever fall
a{mrl totally,” Mr. Strong said
“We are not individually large
enough to become totally involved
in ourselves. NSP has meant so
much to the individual churches”

rograms and
en provided

Installation set
at Beth Shalom

Robert Rosenfeld, a Birming-
ham attorney, will be installed as
resident o (‘onxregnmn Beth
halom at services in the syn-
agogue, 14601 Lincoln, Oak Park,

at B:15 p.m. Friday.

He succeeds Charles Isackson
who has held the office for the past
vear. The tongregation will honor
its past presidents and an Oneg
Shabbat will foliow the services.
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