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Dems may walk out of board meeting

By ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY—The threat of

a Democratic walkout or some other
lorm of protest hangs over 'nmnday
meeting ol theOakland County Board
of Commissioners If the ml)orny Re-
publican caucus pushes through its
new set of operating rules for the
board

The package of rules—which,
among other changes. places new
limits on the length of debate—have

been branded as an attempt by the Re-
wbnc:ms to exercise firm control
over board actions

After two committee meetings and
at least one private session designed
to tron out differences, Republicans
and Democrats are primed for a fight
on a number of the new rules

BERNARD LENNON. Democratic
caucus chairman, will meet with
other Pemocralic commissioners
prior to Thursday's board mecting! to
determine what, if anything. they will
do to protest the new rules

Lennon said a walkout would be can
sidered  Or the Democrats might

Youth corps
sets projects

Michigan students from 15 to 1B
years of age will have an oppartunity
this summer to leamn about ecology
while earning a salary far working on
environmental projects through the
Youth Conservation Corps

Located throughowt the state. the
coeducational  projects feature both
residential -camps where  students
may be housed n facilibes ranging
from tents to barracks-hke buildings
and non-residential projects where stu
dents can Tlve at home and commute
o camp

The projects, lasting from five to
cight weeks throughout the sumuncr
involve 30 hours of work on con
servation projects each week aind 10
hours weekly devoled te environmen
tal education  Participants  receive
pay based on the federal minimum
wage tapproximately $2 per houri

Further information may be obtain
od from Instructional Speciahists Pro-
gram. Michigan Department of Educa
tion. PO Box 4200 Lansing, 48902

(e e e e —

Democrats see the new rules as an at-
tempt to mutfle the minority.

“Hf you expect togetherness now. for-
et it

HOUGHTEN, WITH a little help
lmmmw)ldrntduw

choose simply to ignore the new rules,
he said

The Democrats aren't in a position
to"do much more than protest since
the Republicans. who hold & majority
an the board, have enough vates to
pass the rules. 1t is largely the major-
ity party’s function after cach election
to draft new operating rules

DEFENDING THE new rules, Re-
publican board chairman Fred Hough-
ten (R$61. of Rochester, and Republi-
can caucus leader Lillian Moffitt (R-
15), of Bloomfield Townshup, said dur-
ing a committee meeting this week
the new guidelines would cnable com
missioners 1o operate In a more or-
derly fashion

However  Democrats sce the new
rules as an attempt. in Commissioner
Lennoh's words, to “muffle the minor-
ity

Democrats are most angtered by pro-
persed rules that limit the tume of floar
diseursion to 10 minutes per commis-
sioner and the rule that allows debate
to be cut off by a vate of |4 commis-
sinpers—exactly hall the board

The cutolf rule favors Republicans
sinee they hold 15 seats on the new
bourd

In previous years a two thirds vote
o all commissinners present was re-
qured to end debate Onoa crucial
1ssue, when commissioner attendance
was high. as many as 1B votes were
needed

THE DEMOCRATS were successful
in modifying the cutoff rule duning a
sometimes heated meeting of the gen-
cral government commuttee Monday
The committee. which has now dis
cussed the ruies twice, will repart to
the full board Thursday

According to this change. debate
cannot be cut-off uptil every commis.
sioncr has had at least one chance to
speak

Despite that modification and sever
al others. Democratic committee
members were far {rom  molified
after Monday's session

“You've cut off debate and hrmted

us on how long we can speak "~ Len
non saud “What sense do we sthe
Demacratsy have in coming up
here™”

Glaring at Houghten, the new board
chairman, across the committee
table, Lennon added:

“You gave 8 nice speech last week
about cohesiveness and the new board
working together. But. by .dq:lm;
these rulcs you have driven a wedge
between the two political parties.
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that the were assuming
oo much control
ldm\l!&i-!mlrym;mmu{ne
anybody.” said Mrs. Mof-
e, 'hlknnmkglhﬂunemles
took away touch. " added:

“Id Iikelauyuﬁsnnwmtma
more business-like "
Commissioner Niles Olson (D-3). of
Portiac, blasted the rules as “too-

h-ul‘ like. too cold and too cut off
the people

m OTHER things. the new
fules advise commissioners to at
Meetings. stay in their sests and nat
to tak during voting and refrain from
discussing personalities when they
eak on the floor

Some commussioners have taken ex-
ception to the tone of the rules which
they say are designed for children

Democrats flaredup Monday over
l\iel that require commissioners to

ion from thewrr

o Jeave a meeting and one that calls
for commissioners to be marked ab-
sert if they are tardy for meetings

“This is the most puerile rule |
have ever seen.” said Commissioner
Alexander Perinoff (D-21). of South-
field “What wnfantile mind thought
this up®"* asked Commissioner Olson

However. Republicans held firm for
the rule. saying that commissioners’
Iturmmlhrpadmakesurhas(l
puhum necessary

lnagaudmk we need some ac-

C Wal.

dmmun before they are permitted

sad
lace Gabler 1R121. of Royal Oak

- A
If you missed our Camera Show...
we've extended our

nd
—SALE PRICES—

409"

Rel.cble shuter speeds 10 vec
onds 15 1520000k Precseiy

mewt accurom hinder
hotogrophy. plus m

Minelte s 95 Minslta 95 HONEYWELL PENTAX
Wtor .. 1.7 %207% S102...1.73259 v fommance” on a budget
W eacluvee $3mm 120
Trs the Muolta VR S, w1 Cooved Vo-u s
The Mincita XX n the only 3Smm electronc cam ems tor ¢ 19 cles:
e || SUEETE 5] 6998
oroph needs B hoy an slectroncolly contralled g vesemin
thumer outomat & monval operohon, thry.
ooy metering. & occoph wserchangeable Rokbor Honeywell Pentax
17 Fe SPOTMATICF ... 1.8 $209.95
ith Honeywell Pentas ES $209.93
‘:ld.v s539°o J ”on.;:.ﬂ Pnnl:: ESH . 8 $369.95
CAMERA m PRICES ON ALL HONEYWELL LENSES
Nihn Fz NIKKORMAT FTnK 2.0 ... s $229.95
(4

NIKKORMAT EL . . .

NIKON FTIN . . . wqomy - oottt

.$329.95
.$319.95

Body Only « + «

body only

40 tabulovs Nkkor lemses

525995
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The lightest, most compact 38mem SIR camero in
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is 30% larger & 70% brighter
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LAST WEEK
CLEARANCLE

important price reductions on a comprehensive

assortment of fine qualit

y suits. coats, sportswear

and furnishings from our regular stocks. Some of the
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world's most celebrated labels are included: Sussex.
H. Freeman & Son. Givenchy. Christian Dior.
Aquascutum. Bill Blass, Pierre Cardin. Bert Paley.
Polo. Geoffrey Beene. Delton. Hathaway. etc. There
are major savings in every department during this :

semi-annual clearance — in our Somerset Mall store
7
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Exclusively in Somerset




