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Laughs best medicine in ‘Elixir of Love’

By CRAIG REYNOLDS

How do you indulge in produe-
ing a beautiful bit of opera buffa
fluff that would likely bore an
American audience to tears.

One way is to corral a fun-loving
company of llngln&perlor'meu on
stage and hog-tie that restless au-
dience with lsughter.

Which is pretty much what
stage director James de Blasis of
the Cineinnatti Opera has done
with Donizetti's “Elixir of Love.”

Hired on by the Michigan Ofera
Theatre for a two-weck stand, de
Blasis has herded a Texas-sized
version of Donizetti's airily melo-
dious and inconsequential little
work into the Music Hall Theatre.

FROM THE Ccactus in the lob-
by and the horseshoes over the
refreshment stand to the red
longjohns and heart-shaped bottle
of sncaky pete onstage, thia
“Elixir” takes a long, unahashed
look at the best and worst in
Grand Opera

It's the kind of look you'd expeet
to be given an Italian opera trans-
ported to the Texas Territory,
il 815

an- statchood,
10 everyone
nything, and

Fexans could
else one

the exaggerate moting from
pourings out of various hearts to
the selling of snukeoil becomes us

much a paredy the less attractive

aspects of opera as of the more
grandiloquent aspects of the
American character.

Still, MOT's “Elixir of Love” is
ot a total burlesque, as the exag-
fernion springs from genuine

eeling and a mupla scenes, nota-

bl{ the lead tenor's serenely beau-
tiful Act II aria, are performed
unencumbered and show off the
best that opera can offer.

THE BEST certainly applies to
this MOT production.

From de Blasis' ingenious and
often innovative staging to a gal-
lery of superior singing actors,
through the hand-clapping, foot-
stomping chorus and right down to
the delightful sets and perfect
stage props, “Elixir of Love” is an
absolute confection of entertain-
ment.

William McDonald looks and
acts like a lovesick cowhand who
gets drunk too easily, but there's
no mistaking his accomplished
lead tenor sounds.

As his nemesis, the sergeant of
the town garrison, baritone For-
rest Lorey extends everything
from the light step, bright and
straying cye and overpopulated
smile to the clear, commanding
and slightly sinister voice of the
\'(illlnm into the realm of high com-
eay

THE OBJECT of both affec-
sions honest and carnal is sung by
soprano Linda Cook in 8 somewhat
sharp but completely true and de-
liciously coquettish manner.

While all the world could love
these lovers, a real fascination ex-
ists for a succeasful conman, and
basso Andrew Foldi portrays one
of the most successful from his
sunshine yellow spats up to his
Ttalianate diction, which swings to
a con
tion when the pitch is delivered for
his proven rabies remedy.

. e four leads are supported by
the other stars of MOT's “Elixir of
Love,” the Chorus.

With spri}gly determination,

ial southwesterly direc- .

for showing off vocal ulentl‘)bu! a
trifle tiresome for all but the con-
noisseur.

The thumping good staging also
often covers up the facile and hu-

morous libretto translated espe-
cially for this version by Ruth and
Thomas Martin.

Nevertheless, one long hard look
at the stage supplies whatever def-

inition the ear might miss. .

MOT's “Elixir of Love” supplies
a two-hour panacea of equal parts
color, movement and sound from
the gray drudgery outside the
Music Hall Theatre.

‘Medea’ opens at Hilberry

Robinson Jeffers’ adaptation of Eu-
ripides’ “Medea" opens at the Hil-

Thestre Wednesday,' Feb 5,
nuns Feb. 8, 8§ and continues in the re-

“Medea.” a Greek classic, has been
times and is the

this greg of
local talent has taken to de Blasis’
difficult staging with & hip-swing-

ing, suspender-snapping. toe-tap-.

ping verve that turns the show to
one hoedown of a good time.

NEATLY DEFINED costumes
by Suzanne Mess, big, bright sce-
nery of Henry Heymann and well-
toned lighting by Thomas H. Men-
denhall complete the stage picture,
while Jnna(ﬁln Dudley of Opera/
Omaha conducts the whole affair
with alacrity and precision

About the only problems with
“Elixir of Love” are the pointlessly
extended sections of music, vast
deserts in the action (that are good

many
Rory of the revenge of a princess who
is forsaken in a strange land by a po-
litically ambitious husband

Robinson Jeffers has adapted ““Hip-
polytus” another of Euripides’ works
He rewrote “Medea™ in 1946

Medea is played by Harper Jane
McAdoo. and Jason. her husband. by
Thomas C. Both are in
their second year with the Hilberry
group: The cast also includes Al Ham.
cher, Colby Schneider. Wayne S Turn-
ey. James Kisicki and Jon Loufman

The production is directed by Rich-
ard Spear. Scenery design 18 by Linda
Conner Baldwin Danicl Thomas Field

d&d costumes and Gary M. Witt. light-
Ticket information is available from

Tryouts set

Open tryouts will be held Thursday
(Jan 23) and Friday at 7 pm_in the
Henry Ford Musewn Theatre. Dear-
bomn, for a non-Equity production of
‘R o be

the Wayne State University Theatre

for theater

am and 1 pm. and March 31 through
Apnl 14 at 2 pm

Actors are asked to bring resumes
and photos, if possible.

For further contact Dr

Saturdays st 2 pm from March 2 to
May 10. March 24 through 27 at 10

Joseph French, theater arts manager,
Greenfield Village

Glicks to exhibit

Farmington artists John and
Ruby Glick will open their first re-
trospective exhibit at 1 p.m Sun.
day. in Michigan State Univer-
sity’s Pewabic Pottery. 10125 East
Jefferson Ave.. Detroit

John Glick, who has his masters

in fine arts from Cranbrook Art
Academy, was awarded a Tiffany
grant for the creation of a studio.
He spent two years in Germany
before buying and converting the
farm building in which he and his
wife, Ruby, also a potter, now ply
their artistry
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Foshion Show every Weds.—Moargo’s Boutique

Banquet N ST rainment T leT 8 JATDACE Monday thru Saturday
WE SPECIALIZE IN PRIME ROAST BEEF Focifen o OPEN — The ABBEY Liguer & Geurme! Sheppe ot

19701 W. Twelve Mile Read just Last of Evergreen

AND OTHER VARIED ENTRERS! Southfield 559-3377 .

SUNDAY NIGHT

NO:LIQUOR ® CHILDREN'S PORTIONS Durect from
NEW ORLEANS
HOURS. 11 A.M.-8 P.M. SUN. thru THURS
1WAM.-8:30 PM. FRI and SAT HANK WARREN
CARRY OUT SERVICE ¢ PHONE: KE 7:7170 DIXIELAND
BAND

Ladies Night
Songs of the 304 & 40 —_—
FRIDAY

Michelle’s parties.

’ Fish Fry
ORIENTAL DELIGHTS And what a great ' meeting, luncheon or SUNDAY NITE SUNOAY
| sacanese AT &unv it'll be. Because dinner party. For a few SPAGHETTI .49 Chicken &
n......uimmwml‘. ichelle Dynan is in  or 500. Any kind of Dumplings
rousomH AR charge of throwing the menu you want. Full 249

CANTONISE A AMEEICANFOCL
We connue 1 serve excellent Chinese & Amenican foods in

best parties in town. barservice,too.Justget

our greattradition Your parties. Planned together withour party
exactly to please girl, Michelle
COCKTAILS NOW SERVED Yggs‘”“:d your Touffers Qjﬂigg . -
kfnst 57-4700.
TR AN W 0 37 Continental Bar

OPEN AT 1 am
JAPANESE ROOM OPENS

JAPANESE-TEPPAN RESTAURANT  necete
427-3170

— SARATORA TRUNE

Dining - Cocktails

For the ultimata in fine food and drinks in an atmosphere of yeors gone by.
And, on Friday and Seturday, piane ond vocal stylings by Vince Mance.

Grand River at 12 Mile (Wixom Rd. Exit - 1-98)
M9-4700

Even though you may be biting the
bullet, you can still be a big shooter.
At Ted’s.

Rtﬂplle;risof the Sure, The ecememy isn’t at it's
Holiday Magazine :.!: And meney I3 & Nittie tight, Byt

Dining Award for. What it dees mean s Mat yeu " ane firs .
- " SUght 19 XPOCT YoUr best buy fer the tainment, 8 AW et
OFEN MONDAY-SATUADA) buck. When { comes te entertain- Gewn. That's why fels Reep coming

SORRY: CLOSED SUNDAY back to Tet's. And always will.

froubles of the day, we think that ot Even at times when we 3l Mave b
Ted’s Old Town Inn we can make unmm- In Gatsdy'd, sur
42080 Girand River Avenue, Novi — Just & few minutes off 1.96 Freeway. Call 313-349-7779. Take 196 Freeway to the Novi o h: m,'"w'r.'. 900d and net m-‘l:" 7] n'u Y's, 4

Exit, turn South to Grand River, turn East. go about % of a Mile — AND YOURE HERE! vrdays, ls ™he pepuiar and contem.

perary sovnd of “The Leving Cop”.

A Delightful Weekend Speciol From
Mary Ellen Lipman's

GALLERY RESTAURANT

Our Liver with Sauteed Onions & Bacon
Breaded Veal Cutlets ......
Weds. & Thurs.

-trv'

Friday: Shrimp Dinner Special ................... $2.95
Complets dinnar inchudes, Stooming Cup of Sovp or Jvice, Towed Seiod, Porare of your choies. frevh Roll ond
Sutior, Beveroge of yow choich A
Dine In on Elegont but Casval Atmasphere. Come in — We'll Toke Good Care of You.
Mary Ellen Lippman's
GALLERY RESTAURANT

29516 SOUTHFIELD RD.. BETWEEN 12 MILE & 13 MILE RD.
(Opposite the new Sears Store)




