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Volunteers learn how to help

You walk into a children's deten-
tion center, and think you're going
to save every child.

Well, if you're tucky, you might
do some good. But as a volunteer,
according to Milton Luger, direce
tor of juvenile corrections for New
York, your success or failure de-
pends on your attitude and under-
standing of the juvenile justice
aystem.

Luger spoke on *Juvenile Jus-
tice, The Role of the Volunteer” to
a joint Jan. 14 meeting of the Bir-
mingham Junior League and the
Greater Detroit Section of Jewish
Women. .

Understanding the system, he
said, begina with knowing not only
the youngsters but the staff that
works with them.

Said Luger, “These kids are
more annoying then they are dan-
gerous . . . They have been abused

more than they will ever hurt any-
one.”
And most youngsters are not
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hard core criminals. That group
exists as a minority, he said

RATHER, MOST jyoungsters
are poor and disadvantaged.

“In America we imprison pov-
erty,” aald Luger. “The rich kids

ot a psychiatrist and the poor
ﬂidu get training achools. The rich
have more resources available to
them.”

Luger said youngsters sense
that uneveness and hecome manip-
ulators not only of people but in
getting through life

They are also easily distracted
and "have a low tolerance for fu-
ture planning ”

“They Inok for ways to be dis-
tracted because down deep in their
guts they feel they aren’t going to
make it

AND WHY WORRY ahout a
future when the present is a ques.
tion?

“Surviving in the ghetto is a
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24-hour accomplishment. They
think ‘If I can get past today,
good day. If I'm lucky I'll make
But the kid doesn’t believe he's
going to make it.”

Luger added that bullishness,
smart-aleck behavior is a veneer.

“If you cut through that thin
layer, there's an enormous feeling
of self-hatred; they think they're
ugly and no one cares.

“They think we're there because
of our paychecks, because we are
paid to be concerned. That's why
volunteers are such a beautiful
thing. The kids know you're there
because you want to be.”

HOWEVER, DEALING with
the youngsters is only part of the
volunteer's job .

A volunteer walking in gangbus-
ters is hound to cause bad feelings
among the staff of an institution,
he said. The staff is trying todo a
job. In some cases it can't.

Courses
stretch
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At Cranbrook Institute of
Science. staying in shape during
the winter doesn't require much
exercise - - just a little stretching.

From astronomy and physics to
Indian finger weaving, Institute of
Science adult course beginning in
Fehruary will stretch the mind as
well as the fingers.

In “Star Trek, the laboratory
and Astronomy,” participants will
study laboratory experiments and
proven astronomical theries to de-
termine the validity of the televi-
<jon series “Star Trek.” (‘lass
meets from T:30 to 930 pm
Thursdavs, Feb 6 thraugh March
&S

An antermediate step between
hraiding and actual loom weaving,
firger weaving i practiced by the
{ndians of North and South Amer-
ira Students will use this tech-
nique to weave belts, sashes, hair
ties and other items in workshops
from = to 10 p m_ Thursdays, Feb.
13 through Marceh 6, or from 9:30
to 1130 a m . Saturdays, February
15 through March &

Registration for the limited en-
rollment classes may be made by
culling the [nstitute of Science, 500
Lone Pine Road, at 647-0071. Insti-
tute members receive a discount on
all course offerings
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“They are hard working, decent
and frustrated that not too many
cases turn out well.”

Also, said Luger, there’s a lot of
buck passing because “we don’t
want to take the blame ourselves.”

Consequently, those staffers
working hard to turn kids around
are apprehensive of do-gooding
critical volunteers.

“We will take criticism from

ople who are knowledgable.
Beon'( come in timidly but don’t
come in a condenscending way ei-
ther. The youngsters wiil sense
that friction and play on it.”

He added that while volunteers
may complain of staff not doing
it's job, he explained that “many
have settled for a peaceful tour of
duty. The staff has never had sup-
port either from parents or the
public. They've settled for the
catches that will keep kids con-
forming.”

On a final note Luger stressed,
“People who volunteer are worried
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about time. C¢ y is most
important. If you are there and
can show these kids you're inter-
ested, you're welcomed.”
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two very good reasons for
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