Marti Garrels, medical tnstructor. takes the time to go over
every detall with care

A splint can be made with a wood rod, as in the foreground. or with the more traditional wood splints on either side ofa~
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Learning about real life

By SUSAN AVERILL

Up to this point. #t had been just
play~mlu on dummy arms and
make-believe patients. but when a
real boy walked in holding ml
looked like real gauze pressed tightly
to one eye. il caused the girls to
scurty up around him, like leaves in a
gust of wind
“Oh boy. & real injury,” one of
a voice tinged with ex-

Propelling him by the elbow, &
'thl.d instructor added more cred-
in the medical as-

with motherly
fy drew the boy's
his eye, which had
with bl

<‘${ £ leach
/" “SUE AND | will take care of 1.”

said an authontative voice. and. the
boy disappeared. having his injury
cared for by the medical instructor
and a student assistant

Approximately 200 students {rom
the Farmington area attend the cen-
ter. which offers practical courses in
16 areas, including food preparation.
medical assistant, dental assistant, ar
chitectural drafting. industrial design.
flonculture and welding

“We leamn all about blood-testing.
blood typing. hemoglobin and cell-
counts.” said Michelle Younger. a jun-
ior at Harnson High School “I'm es
pecially interested in hemotology

She looked over at a table occupted
by a dummy arm made of rubber soft
enough to resemble the human arm in
texture

“You should go over there and
walch what they ‘re doing.” she sad

THE ARM contamned plastic veins
through which blood-colored water
flow Closer inspection revealed that
the arm not only had actual hnger-
prints. but the last detail had been
copied. down to innumerable mnute
indentations where hair would grow
on a normal arm

It also had ‘tracks.".or necdle holes
peppening the inside of the elbow joint
which had yellowed after a year's
swabbing with alcohol

Hair curtaining her face, one girl
stood stiffly tn front of 1. hoiding a
rather large needle 1n ‘ready’ posi-
tion One deep breath later, the
needle was imbedded in the rubber
a

m
"Keep the needle steady keep

Hmmm. excellent head bandag:ing actually. it's nota bad turban esther

steady _hey. eve on the needle”
coached Marti Garrels. medical in-
structor

“Okay. ‘now. as the needle fills
what are you going to do”"
Quickly. as an afterthought. the girl
joasened the tourtuquet around the
arm while the red Liquud surged into
the syringe

“BEAUTIFUL! Okay. keep the
needle down. keep 1t pointed down ™
Mrs Garrels smd A bit of the red
stuff belched from the needle’s end
“*That's okay. just keep 1t
down that's good ™

After two vears of study. the girls
1 this course may be certified by the
slate to give injections. take blood.
and administer all types of first aid

Taking their studies seriously. the
girts practiced splint applhication One
erterpnsing student, after failing to
find a willing victim. bound an arm
and a finger of a oneltggfd skeleton
in_the comer of the

Free injection. vz:dmhon and pre-

arten examination clhinics are
regularly held. with girls assisting
nurses

We do practically everythirgt ex
copt take blood from people” said
Amy Pendergrass of North Farm
ngon High Schaol

SWOVEC, WHICH opened four
vears ago n Walled [ake has en
;yed an increase i enrollment while
traditional h:gh schools have found
ered

‘A lot of people including the kids
come up and ask us what we're all
about.” said John Xenos. principal of
the center

1t's a vers ample thing we do not
beheve that high school students
should graduate without a saleable
skl

He maintained that the student with
such a skill wili have the edge over
one who has followed the traditional
high school curnculum

“Our kids are going to have some
problems finding jobs but we really
feel sorry for those kids who don't
have a saleable skill.” he sad

Even |f they decide that the skill 1s
fuce, but they dont want to be limited
L just that at least theyll have a
toehold.” he said

“THEY MIGHT start out as an auto
mechanic and get interested enough
to want to do more in that direction
Maybe they Il take a few classes 1n
management and eventually  have
their own dealership

Upon completion of the course the
students are ysually granted o certfy
cate But it 1sn't a thing to be taken
Tchtly  Nesns warned

They must achieve a high tevel of
ency and demonstrate a4 good
employable attitute to receive the cor
uficate [t's not just something sthey
Ret because they 've gnne to class ~ he
<ad

The classes are offered in three <es
sions cach day dunng the moming af
ternoon and evening  The teachers
are also profesuonals i their ficlds
prople who have ‘been where the
kids want to go’

The center serves 13 high schools
seven districts. including  Farm
ngton. Novi Walled Lake  West
Bloomfieid South Laon Huren Valles
and Qarencesille

broken' leg. {(Photographed by Harry Mauthe)



