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Mother plays with child. What will he be fike o year from now? (Phato-
grophed by Tracy Baker)

Infant observation spurs
keener parent awareness

By SHELLEY FICHENHORN

Most peaple think infants don't
do very much except cat and sleep.
But according to Prof. Doris Spon-
seller, “If vou dun’t think anything
important is going on, vou're not
aware of the tremendous amount
of learning and experimentation
taking place”

The director of early childhood
education at Oakland University
cxplained that for a long time,
scientists weren't aware of the ac-
tivities of infants

“But, now we know that at a
very early age, infants are trving
to differentinte and make sense
oot of their environment

In order to understand this, par-
ents must be taught how to oh-
and interact with their ba-
bies. This is the goal of the infant

Lparent ohservation program estah-

ished it Oakland University

In the winter session to begin
Wednesday, the first half of the
s will enable parents to inter-
act witn their infants and observe
the behavior of ather children

IN THE sccond half of the elass,
parents meet in o group to discuss
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what they have seen while univer-
«ity students supervise the infants

“Parents learn observational
techniques to vse at home. At the
carliest age, children begin to de-
velap » self-corpept We want to
give parents more confic
helping their infants grow,
Sponseller said

She stressed, however, that the
program is not designed 1o speed
up development hut rather to help
parents understand the factors
which come into play in the
wrowth process

One of the most valuable aspects
of the program, according to Prof
Sponseller, is that it enables par-
ents to see how other children de.
velop in the range of normal behav.
ior. &t also helps parents of a four-
muonth-old infant to see how a <ix-
manth-old infant migh

“This helps parents see
coming next. They might Te:
haw to help their chi
stagte to the next,” s

In order to do this, parents are
given guidelines for ohservation
bused on the Piagetian madel
They are enconraged to be objec-
ive and naot make assumptions as
> meaning of eertain behasior
“We just have parents record
what they <ee and make novalue
judiments,” Prof Spanseller said

Prof

S next alerted to

mouth
“Ther t to shake
everath thing The
infant will do the same thing with
i ball, prece of pager or coskie,
puttine sl of them in bis mouth,

for examiple,” she suid
But gradually. as the infant
yroca, he learns todifferentiate
“The ball will be .
will o in the mouth and the paper
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will be shuken. This shows the in-
fant has learned to classify ohjects
which is a higher cognitive skill.”
the professor said

In the realm of language devel-
opment, Prof  Sponseller ex-
plained that infants experiment
with sound long before they can
understand or use languaie

“THE INFANT develops a re-
ceptive or passive language capa-
hility Very young children under-
stand so much They get 3 whole
~ct of understandable language
clues long before they can speak.”
Prof Sponseller said “This is de-
veloped extensively in the first
sear of life”

The professor recommended

(See Infant, page 12)

Our Lady to host

2 priests for week

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
Church in ‘evuly Hills will be
hosting two Redemptorist priests,
Father David Shannon and Father
Thomas Brooks, for a week-long
parish mission beginning Feb. 1.

Various subjects such as mar-
riage, happiness and sin will be
discussed at the 9a.m. and 7:30
p.m. services daily. The theme of
the parish mission is reconcilia-
tion.

Sisters host
U.S. officers

United Order True Sisters, Inc
Detroit Chapter 41, will host its
national president and first vice

resident Monday and Tuesday.
?’he lodge will entertain Mrs. Wil
liam Donahue and Mrs. Stanley
Friedman of New York at a dinner
board meeting Monday at Michi-
gan Inn in Southfield. The women
will also be guests at the chapter's
meeting Tuesday at Sutton Place.
Southfield.

=~ APPRAISAL SERVICE

Homeowners policies, art property, furniture, oriental rugs, china,
silver, oriental antiquities and antiques of every description. We
also buy antiques and partial estates. For information kindly call
338-9203. £25 Woadward Aveaws

Peatioc, Michigan (9063
1 mile N. of Square Lake Road, screes from St Jeseph's Houpital
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825 Woodward Ave., Poatioc 3389203

Casval LIVING MODES

STORE WIDE SALE

YEAR-END

NOW IN PROGRESS!!
10-15-20 r'to 40% OFF
ON FURNITURE * LIGHTING * ACCESSORIES

22961 WOODWARD AVE.
FERNDALE, MICHIGAN
HOURS: 9:30-5:30 DAILY 1:00-9:00 PM Fri
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Sale

new look. .

of quality crafted furniture. Add a piece here of

handsomely designed furnishings will be gracefully

Credit Plan to help spread the cost And, remember that our

Jaoobson‘s
furniture

It's a fresh new year and the best
possible time for giving your home a bright
now at substantial savings during our sale
there, or completely refurnish an entire room. Qur perfectly scaled

at home in your setting. For convenience, ask about our Home Furnishings

skilled professional Interior Decorators are @n hand for personal counsel

Jacobson

store for e heme®

Woodward at Willits
Birmingham

Telegraph at Maple
Bloomfield Plaza

2 HOURS FREE PARKING .. . WHEN YOU MAKE A PURCHASE
SNOP\J\ACOISON’S THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS TIL NINE
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