April 18, the federal income tax fil-
deadline may be a d-y ol {renzied

ing
activity or fust a
The significance ol the lﬂh dcpmds
on how organized taxpayers are. ac-
r.wiu 10 R.L. Plate. district director
Iemal Revenue for Michigan.
'ﬁdl 5 doesn't have to be a hectic
day In any household.” Plate said, “‘es-
pecially when you consider that most
of the time spert preparing an income
tax return involves locating essential
records. The actual completion of the
form takes relatively little time.”

AS AN important starting paoint.
Plate suggests the taxpaycr begin
now to gather records and lists deduc:
dions. )

“Begin with January and move for-
ward toward the ond of the year.
Tnlly up such items as chantable con-

ions, medical expenses, taxes

lnd interest payments advantage

of sarting this process now is that it

allows enough time to write or call
for missing reccipis or records

“Another advantage of beginning
now 18 that it helps the taxpayer to de-

making mistakes and omitling pos-

sible deductions.
“Faced with a deadline at the last
minute, peoﬂeanlnlonqe!
the dly the wife used the sta
mtownmdm-m
dndmllumlclmmldp in such
actual charitable auto ex-
;zrmueuxdnhﬂlbh or & stand-
ard amount of seven cents a mile, 1o
cover the cost of gasoline and ofl, can

be

1o Plate, the sofa a tax-
payer donated to a church rum
sale or electrical appliances given to
the local emergency relief fund last
summer are apt to be long forgotten,
although these items can be claimed
as lax deductions at the fair market
value.

ASSUMING Plate has convinced
you to get started now with your
taxes. how do you proceed? These are
the steps he recomfhends:

First, get out 8 copy of your last
year's return to make sure that no re-
curring deductions arc being over-
Tooked.

the cost of transportation o and from
a doctor’s office. by either private ve-
hicle. subway, bus or taxi.

Some taxpayers may not be sure
how many limes thiy visited a
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matter of fact. if you are pay-
a large medical bill in install-
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Late, hurried filers often.

row the money

some instances. it might pay to bor-  on.’

mlamﬂdmllywmand

IRS offers to work

1

ice organizations and VITA come into
use.

IF AN ORGANIZATION can enlist

taxpayers

THE o.mvn & ECCENTRIC 18AYNISC

Good organization key, IRS director advises

says Plate “Employment
agency fees 1o secure employment.
certain child care expenses, unreim. -
hl!d travel and transportation. cer
tain appraisal fees. subscriptions to
professional journals, even he cost of

Aside form deductions, there are
other important ftems to keep in
mind For instance. make sure that
you have a social security number to
enter on return—and one for
your wfe on 3 jout return

And f there's been a2 name change,
yorr local Social Secunty Admints.
tration offwce should be notified Also.

with service

VITA training sessions. arrangements
are Jeft to the discretion of the locai

£roup or organtzatien
In terms of commitment. the VITA
asmistor can devote as much or as

dymhwennimm—lmnshb
line job. for example—{ind out if you
should pay s:l'«m*mneﬂ taxes,

APRIL 13, 1975 A day so [ar and
yet %0 near

For the wise taxpayer who gets
started early. it's just another day—in
fact he'll probably have his refund by
then. For the taxpayer, a
day of l;‘.“d b\z\foﬂmluly for
many. a day of passil
ductions

“In a nutshei). then. an early start
on your taxes cap save you dollars
And. by the way. now is as good a
ume as any o set up a record-keep
ng system for next year.'”

groups

CURRENTLY the IRS is contacting
national public service groups and or-
i them’to

n the VITA program for 1975

Help also will come from college
students, community action groups.
welfare workers. religious and govern-
mental persons and fraternal society

willing to belp

complete their tax returns fully and
accurstely, the IRS will train these
heipers or assistors, as they are
called in the VITA

termine the size of the refund he can hue time as he desires 1o assist tax-

expect "

Next. go through the canceled
checks. picking out those which sub-

stuntiate medical expenses. charitable m IRS provides the mry

ANOTHER IMPORTANT reason for  contributions. interest payments, morl.  Peopie heiping people with their tax . in basic  forms. achedules and members
getling an carly start. according to  fage costs. ete Py returns is basically what the VITA income tax procedures without terials, mdnbnuuanvuhblepm Other national or regional and local
Plte. “is that the sooner a relurn is . put on your thinking cap and  Program is all about. charge en, flyers and other informationsl ma-  organizations which have nat been con-
filed. the carlicr the mxpmr will re.  see if you have missed any legitimate Many low-ncome taxpayers have  Vohunteers need not have tax back. terials to heip alert taxpayers to the  tacted but would like lo participate in
ceive his or her refun deductions to which you might be en-  very simple returns to prepare M With a basic understanding free assistance The club also 1s en (s unique activity should call their
Plate also advised lnm)cn to ulled As part of your medical ex-  cannot afford to pay for professional arithmetic. they can easily master couraged by the IRS to generate its  ocal [RS beanch in Detroit
begin the process well ahead to avoid  penses. for example. you can include  assistance. This is where public serv- own publicity and aks about “VITA participation.”
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