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County commissioners had one last go-

round over operating rules last Thurs-
day. When the dust cleared, Republicans
had the clout to push their rules through

vevee

unamended. Bickeri}lg aside, commis-
sioners from both parties listened atten-
tively to County Executive Dan Murphy’s
state of the County address --*Straight

Talk about Oakland County.”

Bernard Lennon, Democratic caucus chairman, plans his strategy. -

Commissioners mix resolutions...

By ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY--After one
more skirmish over new operating
rules. the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners approved the rules
and then, during a five-hour scssion
Thursday. voted to suspend the new
rules al least seven times in order to
act quickly on urgent resolutions

¢ Commussioners moved quickly to
approve 92 new county positions fun-
ded through the federal Com-
prehensive Employment and Training
Act (CETA) to hetp combat unemploy-
ment in the county.

The positions. ranging from park
helpers to typists to county jail deten.

$17.800 to §35.000 per year. were ap
proved to implement County Execu-
tive Daniel Murphy's county reorgami-
zation plan

Murphy has said he couldn't begin
final negotiations to M) the top slots
in his admunistration until the posi-
tions and salaries were approved by
the board. Although Murphy repeated
that he should have to spend $100.000
on his plan. the resolution gave hum
the muthority to spend taice that
much in new salancs

* Commissioners rushed through a
resolution authortzing the county pros-
ecutor’s office to handle commitment
hearings for all mental patients who
have been for crimi-

tion officers, are scattered
county departments The program en
ables the county to ure the unem.
ployed {or onc year and pay an aver-
age salary of $6800 with federal
money

nal matters

The hearings. promised all mental
patients because of the controversial
new state mental health code. require
that the state demonstratc in court

Republican commissioners like Farmington's Patrick Nowak played low-key roles in rules batties they weré sure of winning.

The prosecutor's office is engaged
in fighting the release of numerous
persons still believed dangerous With-
out the resolution from the county
board, the prosecutor's right to fight
these cases might have been chal
lenged and scveral mental patients re-
leased on a Icgal technicality

* The county board approved $3 000
for The Sanctuary. a counseling cen
ter for runaway youths in Pleasant
Ridge The county funding enables
The Sanctuary lo recewe federal
funds. which pay for 90 per cent of its
operation

THE LONG commission meeting.
which started out in heated fashion
over the new rules. tumned out to be
productive as commussioners approv.
ed resolutions rapidly

Unlike the fight over adopting the
new rules, which splht Republicans
and Democrats along straight party

Although Demnocrats were angered
by the new rules. and made a las! fu-
tle attempt to convince the Republi-
can majority to amend them. they
werent mad enough to stage a pro-
test walk-out. as Democratic caucus
chairman Bernard Lennon (D-18). of
Ferndale. suggested they might

DEMOCRATS PROTESTED rules
that improved the Republicans ability
10 cut-off debate and limited each
commissioner to 10 minutes dis-

They showed more offense. how-
ever, to rules that stressed good at-
tendance and good behavior at board
and committee meetings Democrats.
said these rules were worded for mis-
behaving children rather than grown-

W elected officials huddle before the:r vain attempt to amend the rules.

Democratic commissioners Niles Olson and Bernard Lennon
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...with ‘straight talk’

By ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY—"Straight
walk," an open door. and no increase
n county taxcs

That's what County Exccutive Dan-
1l Murphy promised in his “'state of
the county”” address. delivered
Thursday to the Onkland County
Board of Commissioners

Although Murphy's briel address
lited 8 host of county problems and
needs, he stressed the positive.

NAMING UNEMPLOYMENT as a

z ¥

tatk to help solve county problems.

County Executive Dan Murphy esked for -and promised --straight

major problem. Murphy praised the
county on its ability to move fast and
procure some $17 million in federal
funds to help the unemployed
Listing other needs such as adoption
of a solid waste disposal plan and an
emergency medical scrvices system,
Murphy stressed s willingness to
work with the county board and his
faith that meaningful stndes could be

While histing @ serics of programs
he supports. Murphy pledged he
wouldn'l compromise what he consid-
ers the greatest strength of Oakland

3

County government its financial situa-
tion

“This county has not had to turn to
deficit spending and. as long as I'm
county executive. it will not.”" Murphy
sad "And we will not raise tax rates
n order 10 avoid deficit spending ™

He said that he was sure of his own
abilities—"| accept this role with con.
fidence a confidence gained through
D years of experience dealing with
the thaping of Oakiand County govern.
memt"— Murphy propnsed a number
of ways he and others could get to-
gether 1o work out Oakland's prob-
lems

He repeated again and again that
“straight talk" by all sides 15 needed

*The people of this country deserve
straight talk from all of us and this ad-
ministration will ghve themn no less.”
Murphy said

In a speech reminiscent of the
straighforward Gerald Ford style.
Murphy promised to communicate
with the people of Oakland County
“not always telling them what they
want to hear, bt always telling them
what they need to know ™

MURPHY PROPOSED that the Re-
publican and Democratic caucuses

three studies on the
in the past 10 years. Murphy
the board, and they have yet
to approve one dollar toward solving

of an

Say hello to a fresh new face for spring—
CharlieFace, and get a starter kit for just 3.75
with any 5 Charlie skincare purchase.

Introduce yourself to a brand new idea in makeup and skincare By
. Revion, the people who created that gorgeous, sexy-young fra-
grance—Charlie Now there’s CharlieFace Everything to help make
a better you Each formula a scientific achievement. Each wntant-free
and dermatologist-tested. All geared to give you that great Charlie
look. To get you started. the “Charlie Pack" is yours, a $19 value. for
only 3.75 with any $5 purchase or more of Charlie skincare progucts
Your dividend includes Charlie More Moisture Moisturizer. Extra-
Extra Shine Lipstick and Concentrated Perfume Spray In Aisles of

Seay Noriand x4 Ostand hU dson-s
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