By ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY-The county
transport van, designed (o transport
prisoners from local jails to the coun:
ty jall. isnt supposed lo open from
the inside where prisoners are kept

Yet that's what happened Friday as
an apparent defect in the door latch
of the van allowed two prisoners lo es-
cape while the van was stopped in
traffic

As of Tuesday afternoon. police
hadn't recaptured James Baldwin, 28,
and Alma Johnson. also known as Beu-
lah McBride, 24, who managed the es-
cspe somewhere between Milford and
Pontiac.

The escape marked the second
beeakout from the county van since
Sherifl Johannes Spreen introduced
the service seven months ago

BALDWIN AND Miss Johnson had
been arrested by Farmington Hills po-
lice and charged with larceny from a
building

Undershenlf John Nichols smd the
faulty door latch had been repaired

Although nine other prisoners were
Being carried in the van al the time
of the escape. none joined the couple
in their escape  However. Nichols
said the other prisoners may have
aided 1n the escape by diverting the at

16 Winners
named for
fellowships

Sixteen Oakland University (aculty
members have been awarded presti
ous Research Fellowships for 1975
The awards of $1.600 cach are the larg
est made by the university's Research
Committee

The fellowships are awarded com
petiively tu encourage research
among the younger faculty members

. Filteen of the recipients received an
additional $450 to $500 cach for re
search expenses The funds are made
available by the umiversuy and
awarded through the Research Com
mittee

Arca winners. their disciplines and
are histed below
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Veterans
eligible
for bonus

Vietnam yAn\rN(mm Michigan
are now @higible for the Yictnam Vet
eran Bonus approved by voters in No
vember

To qualify. the seteran must have
been a Michigan resident for at feast
six months before entering the scrvice
and must have been on active duty
for at Ivast 190 days between Jan. 1
1961, and Sept 1, 1973

Combat veterans arc entitled to re
celve a $600 cash bonus and arc de
fined as those eligible lo wear the
Vietnam Service Medal or the Armed
Forces Expendilionary Medal.

Those who' service did not entille
them o wear these medals are en-
titled to draw a bonus of $15 for each
month of service. up to a maximum
of $450. Beneficiaries of veterans who

died of service ed  causes
would be eligible for the same cash
payments

These bonuses will not be taxable.
Applications are expeeted to be avail-
able for distribution throughout the
state by the end of the month. Specif-
ic sites and dates for distribution will
be released to the public then.

Points of distribution will be heavily
publiciaed and easily accessible to vel-
erans and beneficiaries, i is reported.

tention of the two sheriff's deputies in
charge of delivering the prisoners.

RATHER THAN a conspiracy, Nich-
ois feels the other unwit-
tingly aided the escape simply by the
usual noise and confusion that takes
place when prisoners are transported
together

*“The individuals who escaped could
have taken advantage of the natural
clammor that goes on,” Nichols ex-
plained Then too, persons arrested by
police aren overly concerned about
being helpful in reporting an escape
in progress. he added

The transport van can accom-
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Door latch defect leads to prisoner escape

who has

rort, confident that the door  feet tall. 170 pounds. with a short Afro
X i ustache
Johnson 15 described as black

five foot three. 110 pounds. medium
complexion and braided hair

The previous van escape occurred
n October when two pnsoners es-
caped outside the Troy Police Depart-
ment One of the deputies manning
the van accidentally locked himself in
the secunty garage after opening the
rear door of the van

2 FINE QUALITY, FAMOUS MAKE
BEDROOM GROUPINGS NOW AT
SPECIAL SAVINGS; LIMITED TIME!

Handsome “Shangri-La” boy's bedroom at 20° off!

Beautifully styled bedroom grouping with
bold hnes and authentic brass drawer pulls.
Warm-tone oak for rugged use is ideal for
that active boy...durable Formica tops
make this an ideal boy's bedroom. Many
pieces available for versatile arrangements.

A — Double gressor o
B8 — Verticalm rror
C — Student cesk. ¢
D — 467 Hutchwth
cng $18%5

Enchantingly designed bedroom furniture
with its graceful lines and dainty details
combined with so-practical Formica tops is
a favorite for teens and younger girls. Many
pieces with plenty of storage space helps to
keep her room organized.

Other Boys and Girls cor d

A — Double dresser, orig $159
B — Drawer deck, ong. $153
C — Bachelor chest, orig $109
D — Open deck. ong $109
E — Corner desk, orig. $114
F — Desk chair, ong. $59
G — Door chest. orig. $119
H — Student desk. orig. $159
| — Twin headboard. orig. $74

Use our convenient charge plan or your BonkAmericord or Moster Charge

Towne & Country furniture

BLOOMHELD HILLS—4107 Telegraph Road—oat Long Loke Road—MI 2-8822

DEARBORN—23600 Michigan Ave. Eost of Telegraph Road—LO 5-3400

BOTH STORES OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-9

$184
$ 44
$139

$ 59

gs now being offered at comparable savings!




