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Farmington board
argues residents’
interest in schools

By SUSAN AVERILL

It wasn't so much a question of whether to have
a millage election, but “when and how much”
which was discussed at the Farmington school
board's study session on the 197576 budget and
millage needs.

Although board Vice President William Corliss
seemed resigned to defeat. other members were
still willing to put up a fight,

Supt. Marinus VanAmeyde said it would take at
least an additional two mills to keep the system
at its present level and prevent the closing of two
schools and cutbacks in personnel and programs.

"All that does is maintain our present level. Il
we don't maintain that level, it will cost us even
more to catch up.”” he said.

“it is necessary to make some pre-
arrangements on opening schools next year—ei-
ther with or without that millage,” ‘he said.

One of the necessary prearrangements includes
advising teachers 60 days prior to the end of the
school year if they are not to be rehired.

In order to bring the school system to the 1872
73 level of operation. an additional two mills
would be needed, Business Manager William

Prisk estimated. The 197172 level would require .

the levy of one and one hall mills beyond that, he

sald.

Board Vice President William Corliss was not
optimistic about the outcome of a millage clec-
tion.

“1 THINK there's another option we should be
considering and that's no mills™ he said. "In 1974,
we asked for an increase of 1.6 mills twice. We
were turned down twice, during a period of rela-
tive prosperity.

‘| think it's an exercise In futil-
ity to ask these people to educate
thelr children adequately.’

--Corllss

*1 think it's an exercise in futility to ask these
pe:a[rle to educate their children adequately.” he
said.

Although Corliss seemed resigned to millage de-
feat. other board members were still willing to
put up a fight.

*‘We shouldn't assume people are going to say
yes and then do our budgeting. We should give
the people a chance to say no.” said Trustee Anne
Struble,

Board President Gary Lichtman agreed. but
sald he wanted to give theé people only one
chance. -

*One time is all I want.to ask—I do not want to
ask twice, It costs us dollars to run a special elec-
tion. when we have one already scheduled for
June. §'don't feel that 1 want to keep coming back
until you people finally say yes.” Lichtman said.

A JUNE ELECTION would be more likely to
draw yes votes than an April election, partially be-
cause of the proximity of the federal income tax
return date. he said.

School board etections are scheduled June 10.

« Also discussed was the possibility of a ballot de-
sign which would allow the voter to vote for differ-
ent millage increments

The suggested ballt would ask a two-mill in-
crease, with a request for another mill or two as
a side issue.

Special millage vote
proposed by board

“On a Tuesday, as lale as possible,
but as far from (he June election as
required, and no earlier than April Guired. th

“If the aetivity must be scheduled
80 that additional custodial time is re-

for the amount f the additional ex-

have jotned the FAAC in eflorts to
help area youth.

Is made only  Success seemed to hamper the pro-
case-

15" was the date sct aside by the
Farmington Board of Education
Tuesday night for the next millage
election.

A precise date was not fixed, as
school officials were not sure whether
8 time period of 30 or 45 days was nec-
essary between the millage election
end the June school board elections

Policy and procedure of building
use was presented by Business Man-
ager William Prisk.

“It has been the stall's intent and
purpose to encourage the use of the
school building by the community and
to keep charges, when necessary, to
the absolute minimum lo recover only
additional expense incurred by the dis-
trict,” Prisk said.

WHERE AND HOW actlvities are
acheduled wif] affect the charge made

sched:
custodial help is required. then no
charge is made.

Charges have been made for 189 per-
mitseekers during the 197475 school
years, including one-time as well as
multiple uses covered by one permit.

Labor rate for custodial and cafe-
teria workers during these times are
revised annually to reflect current con-
tract agreements, according to Prisk.

Prisk also reported an acquisition of
$11,712 in gifts (or the school system
during the present school year.

A QUARTERLY report given by
Betty Armold and Greg Young of the
Farmington Area Advisory Council
(FAAC) revealed a sharp upswing in
the number of counselling contacts.

Police and school referrals were par-
ﬁ;’ responsible for the trend, Young

A University of Michigan graduste
student, an Oakland University stu-
dent and a Livonia teacher with a
masters in guidance and counseling

May shut 2 schools

by
School branch made privacy prac-

_ tically tmpossible, Young said.

A REQUEST for consolidation of
the two FAAC facilitles and a request
for additional space at Cloverdale
School for special education oper-
stions caused the board to charge
Prisk with finding a greater, more
permanent space for the FAAC.

Cansideration to move 8 portable
building to the Ten Mile Elementary

! playground for the FAAC was

tched  when objections were

raised that playground area would be
drastically reduced.

cost of moving the
be £.500 or

“'Besides, the
portable would

Cuts peril dccreditation
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Baskglball can't be all that serious. at least an area basketball clash. (Photographed by
not for this group of elementary school students. Craig Newman}
They are enjoying one of the l:ighter moments at -

City gains interest
on investment in unit

FARMINGTON — The city s get-
ting more than its share of time from
a federally-funded undercover police
wit.

The unit. less than a year oM. is a
cooperative effort of the.Farmington,
Farmington Hills and Livonia police
departments.

1n the annual opgrations report o
the city. Farmington Police Capt Dan-
iel Byres said that during the first six
months the unit operated. the depart-
ment received 12 per cent of the total
manhours. According to the funds in
vested by the city. it is entitled to
only nine per cent of the man hours

That figure doubled in October. No-
vember and December when the city
received 18 per cent of the umt's
time.

*THERE CAN be little doubt that
this community is receiving the most
direct benefit from this program in ad-
dition to indirectly benefitting from
the activities of the unit in other com-
munities.”

The unit sets up longterm surveil-
laxe to deal mainly with cases in-
tolving armed robbery. burglary and
ano theft

The unit was organized in May. but
it didn't begin operating until July

One officer is from Farmington.
with the remainder of the 11-man unit
coming from the other two depart-
ments.

“'AS THESE men were all patrol of-
ficers from the three departments in-
volved with no prior training in sur-
seillance work, much of the first

three months of operation were spent.

developing the necessary expertise to
carry out their assignment.”” Bymes
sid

“In addition. they were hampered
by delays in vehicle and equipment de
Iiveries

Despite the start-up prodlems. the

t has made 42 arrests during the
last three months of 1974, he said

“When reviewing arrests it must be
remembered that this is a speciahized
it created to impact major crimes
and spectacular arrest totals cannot
be expected as rmuch of their time 19
spent on surveillance of susp2ets in
wolved in these crimes

“Often many hours will be spent
watching a suspect without results as
the suspect is.not currently active in
criminal actisity or at least nat while
being watched by the saturation
wit * he said

IN OTHER police department ac-
tion, Bymes sad that the department
logged a 14 per cent reduction 1 pa
trol time He attridbuted this to the
creased workload calls for service
and officer leaves

Over the past five years. we have
deereased the number of patrol hours
by 5470 hours or 31 per cent. he <aid

*as the community and surrounding
areas continue to develop and grow.
fture demands on department oper-
ations can be expected to reduce pa-
trol hours even more.” he said. “The
reduction in preventive patrol lime
will undoubtedly have sume cffect on
aur ability to deter the criminal ele-
ment operating within® the *commu-
iy,

[n 1974. the department beefed up
the public safety auxiliaries to 23
men .

THAT UNIT cantributed nearly
6500 hours to patrol assignments.
trainung .and volunteer fire progeam

The unit aso assisted at the Found-
ers’ Festival

Ten men from the auxiliary formed
a volunteer fire unit. The men were
trained and equipped with fire gear
and Plectron alerting units

Since becoming operational i July.
the men have respaded Lo three fires
in the city. The unit has now decreas-
od to cight men

In 1974, the department responded
to 97 fire calls This ts a 28-per cent
ncrease over 1973

Largest increases were i residen-
nal and sehicle fires, Brynes said

Fire losses jumped from $36.262 to
$148.643 Twenty-Nive per cent of the
fies were cdinguished by patrols
prior to the arrival of pumpers |

Police department shows
marked increase in crime

FARMINGTON — The police depart.
a marked increase in

re was, however. a [ive per cent
in juvenile arrests. Byrnes at-
this to an increase in liquor

“Juvenile involvernent with liquor is
more lent today due to the lower-
ing of the age of majority and the

with which most

i

ease les can
get an ibyear old to purchase for
them.

[ think we can safely saythat this
Iypedvhhuaumbzuw«zdm
increase in the future,” he said

Traffic accidents dropped two- per
cent. There were oo {atalities record-

“While increased traffic contributes
to an increase in property damage ac-
didents, it also decreases injury acei-
dents due to slower speeds that motor-
ists are forced to drive”

He said that in 1974, patro! officers
issued 15 per cent more -hazardous
moving violations and arrested 11 per
cent more drunk drivers

Byrmes said that he is a firm believ-
er in the use of selective enforcement
through which the department pin-
points troble. spots in the city and
places a patro) car to watch for viola-
tions.
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