OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

A churning wave-making wall In deep wa-

tor sonds waves onto the artificial shoreline of \

Machine to make waves

the wa;'e pocfl proposed for Addison Oaks.

at 700 acre county park

_ By ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY-—A row of hy-
draulic fans send powerful bursts of
air into tunnels of water below. dis-
placing water at the deep end of the
pool. With fans alternating every 1.5

. o rocking motion is created
which, In tum. produces waves.

No, this s not the closely guarded
soeret of how Cecil B. DeMille parted
the Sea In **The Ten Command-
ments.*

1t Is the way waves as high as three
to six feet are made in an artificial
swimming pool called. appropriately
cnough, “the wave pool." Three-acres
large. it attempts to bring the feel of
the ocean inland, duplicating with ce-
ment and chlorined water a windy
day at the ocean

All that's missing, according to its
proponents, is the salt, undertow, sca-
weed and stinging varmints found in
the real thing.

OAKLAND COUNTY parkgoers
may someday have o giant wave pool
of their own to splash and toss around
in. It is part of (he master plan, re
cently adopted. for developing Addi-
son Oaks Park, the 700-acre county
park located In the northeast tip of
the county about 12 miles narth of
Rachester. .

Just as the wave pool represents a
departure from conventional pool-
planning, the Addison master plan rep-
resents variations in park planning by
the county parks and recreation de
partment.

Wherceas the other county parks
have been designed to preserve as
much as possible of a wilderncss at-
mosphere. Addison Oaks, while pre-
wrving a good deal of its land in a
matural state, will be loaded with spe-
cal interest, revenue-producing attrac-
tions of which the wave poo! is only
the highlight.

Vintage 1924 trolley cars, which are
already "purchased ard heded for
Oakland County from the Chicago
Transit Autharity, will be used to link
the varlous attractions, transporting
+golfers. hikers. picnikers, boatsmen.
conventioneers, swimmers and out-
door concert buffs to their chosen loca-
tion in the park

THE MASTER plan calls for the
creation of overniglt corivention facil-
ities; a 170-acre, 18-hole goll course;
and a 5,000-person amphitheater for
autdoor concerts in addition to more
conventional park features such as
family or group camping (90 acres),
nature preserves (110 acres), picnic

and day camp uses (80 acres) and pro-
sisions for boating. fishing. lield and
winter ' sports.

In short. the Mlittle known and
dlightly used county park. whose lat-
cst claim to fame has been hosting
the marriage of television swecthearts
John Kelly and Marilyn Turner, may
someday have more to baast about: 2
park showplace designed to handle
5,000 persons at peak periods.

Only two things. however. stand in
the way of implementation: 10-15
yrars and at least that many meilions
o dollars

Park planners say it will probably®

take that long and that much to make
the master plap a reality

.

THE WAVE pool alone cost $450.000
when one was built in Decatur. Ala.,
in 1970. It's anybody's guess how

much such a pool would cost today or -

how much higher the price of arti-
ficia) waves will rise within the next
1015 years.

Eric Reickel, director of the county
parks and recreation commission,
admits that funding possibilities are
limited right now. However. he feels
that the plan will eventually be paid

for with a combination of courty and ¥

federal funds and private donations.

A six-phase implementation sched-
ue has been devised so the master
plan can be developed in stages. when-
ever funds become available

The wait.could be considerable. ‘Fed-
cral funds, which are being diverted
to higher priorities like fighting
unemployment, have dried up for proj-
ccts such as this

FRETTING OVER how the Addison
park will be paid for is. however, ap-
parently not germaine at this stage of
the project. What s impartart now is-
that a good plan be readied for better
days when it may be implemented,
park planners say.

According to this line of reasoning.
today's recessed economy shouldn't di-
vert planners from $10-15 million
schemes for days when an expansive,
varied recreation fagdlity will be in
even greater demand

The man with the highest hopes for
the project in Robert Bills, the fands-
cape architect whose West Bloomficld
firm drew up the master plan.

It was over {wo years ago that Bills
and his staff began hiking, surveying
and photographing the land for the
project. Then, as now, il took a-great
deal of projection to scan the site and
we f{eatures like troliey crs, a golf
course and a pool that makes its own
surf.
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WERE MOVING TO OUR NEW NEADQUARTERS
1M CANTON-PLYMOUTN BUSINESS DISTRICT

SERASONED WOOD PRICES

SPECIAL THIS WEEK!

CUTTINGS
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THE PROPERTY. once the clegant
estate of Arthur H. Buhl, the Detroit
industrialist. is largely made up of
marshlands, roling fields. woods and
sharply sloped hills.

It is now used primarily for camp-
ing and picniking and has a small
lake for swimming A Tudor-style
manor house is used for wedding re-
ceptions and other parties

Bills thinks l%lmr‘k will be a great

attraction for (3milies as well as over-
night campers dnd conventiongers In-
terests for the entire famijy would be
within a short, scenic trolley-car-ride

" d eagh other

DESPITE THE many alterations.
Bills said he believes the master plan
preserves the best natural features of
the land.

*The plan docs not imply a scaled-
down version of a Dsney World type
installation.” he says. “People say.
My God you're gonna rape the land-
scape” But that's: not the case ™
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phillips clearance

Phinips had everything
WOMEN'S S
comfort, style snd quallty.
Hurry. 1’8 yout last chance to kot ries b g Pl
purchase beautitully Sesigrad. ‘:"u"""m""",-'u“."
Quaiity women's famous brand name thoes s1
fantastically low prices' Dont miss prices!
the linal reduction prices on famous

brand name women's footwear
now at Phllips Clearance Sate MENI S
Quatity shoes designed with
atyle and comfon for the
1a3hion conscious man. are
Sow 8t final reduction cnces
Taka advantage of the Phiiiips
Clearance Sale Ior super
$avings on famous Brand
name footwear
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CARESSA. GRAN SOL. ADORE
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LADY DEXTER &
SPECIALLY SELECTED
GROUP OF FINE SHOES

w2 22% wow 999

HUSH PUPPIES
+ 1 22% yow 699 .
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Large Selecton of Hand Bags
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MOST CREDIT
CARDS ACCEPTED

OETROIT: Northland, Eastland, Westland, Southland, 1254 Washington Bivd. and on Broadway st Gratiot
Ann Arbor Fint » Toleco

VERDE. HARBOR AND
¥ OTHER FINE MPORTS
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“TO ERR IS HUMAN"’

- - - But, we overdid it/

If the automobile makers can give rebates, so
can we! We, too, have an overabundance of
floor samples, so to clear our floors quickly, we
are starting our own...

REBATE ALLOWANCE

® On all purchases of specially reduced floor sam-
ple sofas, chairs, complete bedroom groups or
complete dining groups—we offer the following
Rebates! (These are in addition to our already
reduced prices!) Rebate Plan ends February 28,
1975!

REBATE

On purchases as above from $250.00 to $500.00 ... .. $25.00

On purchases as above from $500.00 to $750.00 .. . .. $50.00

On purchases as obove from $750.00 to $1,000.00. . .. $75.00

On purchases as above from $1,000.00 ond up $100.00

@ All rebates will be deducted from final payment on account!
To Al .sg!es are final-—no refunds, returns or exchanges!

® Our divided ilable if desired!
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SOLDONLY AS FIBEWOOD CORDS

CORD EQUALS A STACK OF WOOD

BUYING ALLTYPES OF WOOD-CALL FOR QUOTE ®
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y ALL SALES SUBJECT TO MICHIGAN STATE SALES TAX

In additien to ol the floor

dal v, too.

EVERYTHING ON SALE
EVEN SPECIAL ORDERS

our fine lines fike Boker, Tomlinsen, Kindel, and
-others are on sale ot 10% discount! And some spe- -

® Qur talented designers are here to help you!

® Many pieces of office furniture ot reduced prices!
spedials, afl of

“Apologies 1o Alexarder Pope

Hours: Men. thry Sm 9:30 ‘til $:30 p.m.
i Fii. til 9 p.m.

LeWIS INTERIORS

DESIGNERS AND FURNISHERS OF HOME AND OFFICE INTERIORS
2750 WOODWARD AVE., BLOOMFIELD HILLS 338-6181




