THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

Thursd,

Fo 1978

editorial opinion

Recall: board has support

“The ending of a drive to recall four
members.of the Southfield board of educa-
tion demonstrates important facts about
the school community situation in South-
field.

‘First, the fact that the Committee for.

Excellence in Education (CEE) gathered
about 6,000 signatures on recall petitions
shows that many residents are concerned
about how the board is operating.

However, the fact that not enough signa-
tures were gathered for a recall election
shows  an overwhelming majority of
school district residents still support the
board, at least tacitly.

The Southfield community no longer is
as unified in its ideas on education as it
once was. Some school officials feel the
recall attempt was a “last gasp" attempt
by restdents who built the school system
to retain contro! over it. -

The issues raised by the CEE are gen-
uine, though. Residents should continue to

question actions” by. the board to make
sure it'represents the best interests of the
commumity as a whole rather than a spe-
cial segment. However, that must be re-
quired of evéry public body, not only the
Southfield $chool board.

The failure of the drive also points to a
weakness of the. recall method in settling
differences in philosophy. Southfield
school district- voters elected the four
members under attack knowing- fully
their philosophies.

Local government in this nation is not
designed along parliamentary lines,
where a vote of confidence can topple a
government. Unless board members were
guilty of crimes or serious violations of
general rules of conduct, they should not
be recalled.

If the philosophy of the community
changes, they can be defeated at the next
regular-€lection.

Tax election should bedelayed

The Farmington school board should
consider carefully the issues involved be-
fore it formally sets a special election for
a school tax millage increase.

The school board seems to be skeptical
about the chances of a tax increase win-
ning the support of voters. District voters
have rejected millage requests to the
point where the Farmington system has a
program visibly less varied and tailored
for individual students than those of sur-
rounding school systems.

Board members, especially Vice Presi-
dent William Corliss, are questioning resi-
dents'.concern for the education of their
own children.

A special election, however, seems al-
most designed with the idea that voters
will reject a tax increase.

In the Farmington School District situa-
tion, such a rejection would mean very
serious consequences. Many facets of
community life, from Boy Scouts to
church activities to leadership, will be
hurt by financial troubles in the school
district.

If insufficient funds are available, none
of the alternatives available will be ac-
ceptable to .either trustees or many,
many residents.

Therefore. the school board should plan
as if residents will support their schools,
even though recent evidence shows they
may not. .

The board should delay a tax vote until
the regular June election, then ask for
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Students deprive netlzdy |

To relieve the stress on people who are not
mklrx‘the federal and state governments have
three different kinds of to make sure
that the American people.have at least some food
on their tables and a roof over their heads.

For older. retired people. there is social secu-

rity.
For thase people who are temporarily not
working. there is unemployment compensation
For those who have not worked for an extend-
ed period of time, there is the welfare system
use some are federal and some are state
gvgnnu there is little coordination between the
ree. ' -

OF THE THREE programs, the one which re-
ceives the most criticis is welfare, because So-
cial S.emrily is a contributory program and

is policed
by the employer, who has to pay the tab through
unemployment .taxes.
As part of the welfare program, the federal
government instituted selling food stamps. which
allowed people with very low incomes to pur-
. at a discoont. stamps with a set face

value. The amount of stamps was based on a mar-
ket-basket.concept of what a family needed to eat
for a month.

The discount from the face amount of the
stamps was based on-how low a person’s net in-
come was after paying for housing costs.

THE PROBLEM with the food stamp pro-
@ram loday is that the law is written so that stu-
dents who are rutling themselves through college,
are, because of their low incomes, entitled to food
stamps.

. As a matter of fact. in countics where large
universities reside. the college students amount to
more than half of the people receiving food
stamps.

Obviously. the plan was not desij

. to re.
lieve the burden of o

parents sending their children

- to college. Because the food stamp plan is based

on what a person earns and the gifts a student re-
ceives from his parents are not usually reported.
this is a direct subsidy to college students living
outside of dormitories, at the e: of the fami-
!;es(& are without work and in desperate need

THERE ARE ONLY so many dollars avail-
ableslof w;})lnrv.
very dollar misspent for people who are
fraudulently receiving it or receiving it unneces-
:ﬁy means that there is less for the really

ly.
The college students who are receiving food

stamps are doinﬁl legally because of the way.

the law is worded.

ress should very promptly amend the

law so the benefits for the poor and needy are not

diluted by the non-needy
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Welfare cleanup time

Martha Griffiths served so mény of these sub-
urban communities as their representative in Con-
gress, in so many ways and for so many vears.
that it's 4 little difficult to bend the mind around
the fact that she retired at the end of last vear

To steal a line. she’s alive and well and living
in Farmington, keeping active with speaking en-
gagements and visiting old friends. Rumor has 1t
that she will soon join the faculty of a well-known
local educationa) institution. which would be great

for her studenjs and good for this area
And the gﬂ works she accomplished gs a

enough money to operate the schools in a  member of Congress keep on rolling along Of par
fashi al to Y P _ticular interéSt in these days of recession and
afi ion  equ surr g is the three-y study of our na-
nities.

If voters reject that plea, there still wilt
be enough time to schedule a special elec-
tion before the fall.

Holding a mi\lageée%’: until June
has problems. The uncertain situation
will continue until then, with teachers no-
tified of possible layoffs and other painful
actions required. At a board election, the
millage issue could become tied to candi-
dates and their campaigns.

However, the benefits of waiting out-
weigh the problems.

From our readers

tion's welfare system which Mrs  Griffiths
chaired.

The subcommittee’s were
released some.time ago: coupled with last week's
news of Gov. Milliken's intention to do something
about Michigan's own problem of welfare abuse.
they constitute an important item for any agenda
of politics for the coming vear.

TODAY, the subcommittee concluded. our wel-
fare system is so licated. so in

means losing all benefits and Wnding up with *
lower income. Under the new proposal. all aid
would not stop when people on welfare take a job:
payments would be cut 50 cents for each dollar
camed on the job. and a series of himits would be
set up for families of various sizes. The objective
is to encourage people to carn their ways out of
welfare dependency.

® Currently. welfare pavments vary widely
from state to state. causing enormous migrations
of poor families from low welfare states to higher
ones. The subcommittee’s proposal would set na-k
tiona) standards for welfare benefits.

* Today's Aid To Dependent Children pro-
gram discnminates against poor families headed
by a male househoider, and thercby encourages
men to leave home and break up their famities
The proposal would end this discrimination.

MRS. GRIFFITHS' Subcommittee concluded
that these proposals were realistic and reason-
able. that their adoption would save countless bil-
lions of dollars in administrative cost. and that
the result of their implementation would be much
improved support for people in “need

1 agree. Our welfare system is a mess today.

red tape, and so overlain with contradictory rules
and programs that only a thorough—even radi-
cal—review is in order. Some interesting direc-
tions are suggested in the report

® The rr(-sem welfare pn:iram discourages
recipients {rom going to work. Taking a job

> for the taxpayers and inadequate for
the peo%le in need. Congress could do us all a
service by getting down to brass tacks on welfare
reform before it’s too late.

And when it does. it will be just one more ex-
ample of how our Martha helped us all during her
distinguished career.

Extensive layoffs
Editor
| considered the article regarding
salaried personnel tayoffs in the Jan
1 issue very tnteresting
However, because #1 was based on
cnly three interviews, it was rather in-
complete. For example. the article
left the impression that only employes
with less than two years service with
Ford were Involved in salaried per-
sonnel layolls
As n salaried employe with almost
2 years sarvice who was lald off at
the end of December. | nm somewhat
sensitjve 1o this particular impression
. Ihat your newspaper comveys
. IN MY DISCUSSIONS with Ford
representatives, 1 was shocked by the
magnitude of layolfs of salaried per-
sonnel with longer service than mine
Ford's public relations staff should
te credited with a major coup. In Oc-
tober, it announced a five per cent lay.
olf of salaried employes ~ 3.000 of ap-
proximately 60.000. The major portion
of layoffs have of course resulted
from the drastic deterioration in eco-
romlc conditions since that time.
Nevertheless. both the Detroit and
mationa! media. even now report Ford
salaried layoffs at the level an-
nounced in October.
ROBERT V. COLEMAN
Bloomtield Hills

Fair day's work
Editor:

A front page article in your paper
on Monday Jan 20 and written by
Marcia Abramson said in headlines
*Mail Carriers Unite in Opposition to
mputer'

Miss Abramson makes mention of
letter carriers in the arcas served by
the Birmingham and Troy post of-
fices Miss Abramson had conversa-
tion wilth a letter carrier (rom Troy.
bt failed to contact me for a re-
sponse to the possible strike. 1 know
she knows where the post office is be-
cause she has been tn my oftice and
she also lives in Troy

In response to the article in your
mper. “‘no employ” will lose his or
her job by any means of reduction of
work or any other reason This is man-
dated in the National Agreement be
tween the postal service and all the
uuons

There is not going to be any “speed
wp" as contended. .the postal service
only wants a fair day's work and this
is going to be the means of determin-
Ing il an amploye is doing his or her
share Very few employes, if any. will
mt be able tomeet the stardards as
they will be up.

THE ARTICLE GOES ON L say
the national officers are not pushing
for a strike, but it scems strange that
the national office sent & letter dated
Dec 12, 1974 titled “‘Operation Gear-
Up" wherein the second paragraph it
starts out “In order to have a success-
{ul strike. it is nccessary in our profes-
sion to secure and retain public sup-
port". This letter was signed by the
National President.

Every company and business would
like to reduce its operating costs and
they try new ideas and innovations. If
new things were nat tried by some-
anc, this could become o very stag-
nant country. When cost saving meth-
ods are implemented it reflects that a
postage increase can be put off, there-

fore not incrensing a further cost bur.
den_to the citizens
1t was stated that the proposed

plain how the Advisory Cammuttee lor Op A The nsiders who are . master-
Senior activites attempts to meet the poses closmgs nmunding the planned destruction of
desires and interests o those partic1-  Editor this country are using the strategy of

strike would not be for wages, as thig_ pating in the program

is not the correct time to do so. |
agree because the average salary of a
postal employee is $14.000. which in-
cludes fringe benefits. They get 13
days a year sick leave, 13 days vaca-
tion the first three years and there-
after four weeks, nine paid holidays.
wniform allowance., partial paid life in-
surance and hospitalization insurance
and time and one hall for overtime.

TROY HAS many fine carriers that
do their job as it should be done and
these people have nahing to worry
about, but the employ who is not car-
1ying his share of the load will have
to do so under the proposed new sys-
tem .

1 every employ gave a [air days
work for a fair day’s pay: the postal
service would not have to be looking
for these new methods in order to
hold costs in line.

The Postal Scrvice has the legal
right to determine methods. megns
and persormel to conduct its operation
of the post office. )

SHERWOOD E. SHAVER

As persons register. they are asked
to fill out a questionrmire indicating
their interests and hobbies The advi-
sory committee. working with the
coordinator. attempts to provide pro-
@ams which relate to the interests of
the attending retirees

The questionnaires show that over
50 per cent of the regular attendarts
are interested in playing cards, bridge
being the most popular with pinochle
second. The inquiries also show that
about 40 per cent are not interested in

rds

A spot check of the questionmaires
shows that the following interests
have been noted: fectures on educa-
tional topics. book reviews, films. cur-
rent affairs. health. travel talks and
slides. crafts. history. music and art.

THE COMMITTEE HAS attempted
to schedule a short program each
month of interest to al. There is no
obligation to participate in any pro-
gram unless onc desires to do so.

The object of the program is to pro-

We have been residents of the
Adams school district for 14 years and
are opposed to closing the school

In our opinion not enough thought
has been given to the following

1. Economics of mothballing rooms

nstead of a le schools

2 Potentia! a gasoline costs for
tusing from vacated school arcas

3 Devaluation of property (tax as-
sessments when neighborhoods are in
a busing inctead of walking situation

4. Labor costs (85 per cent of budg:
et for salaries vs 15 per cent for bal-
ance and it also affects paential ad-
wministrative salaries)

5. Administrative costs can be re-
duced such as one principal for two
partially mothballed schools

6. Future population trends can
change requiring changes in school fa-
cilities. (The survey of five years ago
proved to be inaccurate. Is this latest
survey more accurate?)

7. The, most saleable property
owned by the school system is the
downtown admunistration’ (office)
building in spite of the administration

Troy
a;iﬁcesstul program

The Birmingtam Senior Program,
operating under the Department of
Parks and Recrention. is now in its
fourth morth of activities, Retirees
meet every Wednesday from 10 am
until 3 p.m.. at the Birminglam Ice
Sports Arena on East Lincoln.

As program chairman, 1 wish to ex-

ceentric
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vide an opportunity for recreation 'In

easant ‘sur wi g
people. So. the order of the day is
“Have fun doing what you want to
.

Craft instruction is available. A

being
planned for February and interested
persons will be encouraged. to sign up
for a class or classes.

Skating. curling. pool and pirg pong
are available for more active seniors.
llmelsmnmlve.l?enualny:
plenty of opportunity for chatter.

A snack bar s open each Wedres-

-day st noon or participats may
“trown bag it"-with coffee, tea and
goodies provided. .

To date we have had three success-

Finally, the Adams area has histori-

cally been a walking neighborhood

school for about SO years. (It is

alhy and good exercise for the
)

See you at the polls next election.
AMOS AND MARILYN WINSAND
Birmisgham

cnminal activity as the basis of con.
ancing the American people of the
meed to regulate guns Their argu- .
ment goes out to the people through
countiess dupes. do-gooders in the.
press. puplit and elsewhere. that by
ing more restrictions on the
right to own gquns. crime and violence
will then dimimish
" It 1s. of course. a phony argument,
tut with erough fanfare it can be

. rmade plausible to gullibles who are ex.

posed to only one st of “facts

TODAY, THERE ARE some 20.000
laws governing the sale and posscs-
sion of fircarms Last year there were
some 1.000 pew proposals made by
our legislators In the past 10 years.
gm contrd has been the object of
more laws than any other issuc

Has crime increased or decreased
Aumng tiis time? Despitaall the laws,
crime has increased tremendously as
could be readily predicted The numer-
ous gun laws focus heat on the wrong * |
item. People commit crimes. And
when the Supreme Court. among a
very grea number of pro-criminal
verdicts. says that criminals are
exempt (rom having to register their
guns because it would: violate their
“rights” under the Sth amendment. it
doesn't take the criminal long to fig: .
gsil out. He's got it made and crime

pay.

The worst hoodlums. revolutionaries
ad criminals enjoy -abundant legal
protection (provided at taxpayer ex.
pense. of course} and liberal parole
privileges not to mention country club
ke prisons. Crime does pay.

‘The answer to crime and violence is
swift and sure punishmeot. Restore
the death penalty for first degree mur-
der. Bring back the public hanging
ndatory that any crime

st e £ 0
to a life once a life
is lost that term s forever.

R H SMITH JR.
Birmingtam



