Moral perspectives

~ Parents suffer for youths’ sins

The plaintive guullon “What ersal of the Biblical judgment, con-
did we do wrong?" is being uttered temporary society often visits the
with ever greater frequency by sins of the children upon the fath-
bewildered parents who aren’t able ers.
to comprehend ar explain the irré.  As & rabbi, I have often been
ngomllblu or in?urloun behavior of witness to the shame and self-pun-
their grown children. ishment that parents undergo
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young, it is an over-simplification,
when such tragic events occur, to
place all blame upon the shoulders
of the older generation.

ATSUCH TIMES, parents give
vent to their frustration and sor-
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Their mistakea are their awn
and not the responsibility of par-
ents. Every individual must make
moral choices and must be held re.
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Many parents, when confronted when they discover that a son or
by the fact that their adolescent or daughter is using narcotics or has
callege-age children have violated broken the law or has engaged in
moral, legal or religious standards, some wilfully perverse act that has
torment themselves with feelings brought havoc upon his (or her)
of guilt and personal rcsponslhlllly life. Since most parents try, as
for the transgressions of the youn- best they can, to provide proper
ger generation. In an ironical rev- training and dircction for their
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sponsible, for we cannot consider
youth as babies forever.

Parents who have done their
best should not harbor guilt feel-
ings. One's sons and daughters are
people in their own right and if
they reject what their parents have
offered, this is their decision, ypon
which they will either rise or fall.

Always we must give them the
knowledge that we love them, that
they can come to us with their
problems, and we still do what we
can to help. After this, we must
N hope for the and accept even
the unacceptabld without torment-
ing ourselves ory how and why and
whether we faifed.
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row by exclaiming: “What did we
do that was wrong? Where did we
fail?™
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There are, to be sure, man'
ways in which we do fail our chi
dren. We neglect to give them
enough attention, to talk things -
over with them; to let them know
. firmly where we stand, to express
MEET THE CHAMP - our convictions about faith in God
ke kg e gopy s or and in mankind. We fail in giving
OURNES KARATECOAT. D> them 'the proper example of con-
A great fiew design in robes duct and practice
that's roomy and comfy ...
to make the most of your
leisure hours. Fabricisa
lovely ive-creamy boucle in
ddelicious flavors of Ivory,
Pink and Mint. And wait till
you get o taste of the price!
SML. (shor version 12.99)
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Hose with toes
for girls. . .colorful
striped or solid knee-hi's
in soft, stretchy acrylic

to keep her warm on a
cold winter's day, or
while lounging at home
In 6-8%; and 9-11 sizes

All this happens, but there are
numerous cases in which parents
do the right things, communicate
faithfully, and still, their children
disappoint them. 1 have seen par-
ents striving conscientiously to
provide a proper environment and
fine opportunities for their chil-,
dren, only to discover, in the end,
that their efforts have been for
nought, their values despised, their
bright hopes turned to dust and
ashes. What about this?

° A Two-tone stripe.

B Ribbed solid with

multi-color toes.
6-8'2

C Mulu-color stripes,

n 9-11 sizes only

One pair, $3

The answer lies in at least two
parts. First, young people are of-
ten more influenced by their peers
than by their elders. There is such
a force as the “spirit of the times”
which can overwhelm a genera-
tion.

THE DEEPER 18SUE, how-
ever, lies in the children them-
selves. Parents should come to the
realization that once they have
done their best for their children

1How to submit
wedding news S

Jacobsons

Woulward at Willits
Birmingham

Engagement announcements
to appear in the Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers must be
submitted at least two months
prior to the wedding date. Wed-
ding announcements must be
submitted within two months
after the wedding.

A five by seven black-and-
white glossy ph h is pre- | t
ferred. Other photographs will
be accepted. .

Announcement forms are
available to be picked up at the
Ohserver & Eccentric offices
hetween 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Mail announcements to the
Suburban Life Department,
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-

ers, 1225 Bowers, Birming-
am, 48012.
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\ Mother-daughter

workshop offered

Mercy Center is offering a sec-
ond opportunity for teenage girls
and their mothers to participate in
a communication workshop. The

rogram, “Does Anybody Hear

fe”", is a chance for mothers and
daughters to take a look at how
they interact with one another.
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Thix is the sale
that every gal
cagerly awaitsevery '\ -
year, Our famous Van
Rualte “Sherrio” Briefs and
Bikinis. Buy three at a time
and save. White Nude. Sizes 4 thru 9.
Sale good through Feb. 22nd.

Dirccting the workshop will be

Ruth Evens and Anne Walters-
dorf, psychologists,associated with
the Continuum Center of Oakland . -
University. The program will be at .
Merey Center (just east of Mercy
High School, near Middlebelt),
from 12:45 until 4:30 p.m., Satur-
day, Feb. 15.

It is necessary to register in ad-
vance with Sister Gretchen by

hone or by mail at 28600 W.

leven Mile, Farmington Hills,
48024. ‘

‘\ Wae've reduced prices on ail of our original
oil paintings for this sale. . .and our selection

is great. Every subject imaginable, from.traditional
scenes and landscapes to abstracts. Many painted

ly for us by accomplished artists who have

been shown nationally and are represented in many
S private collections. We invite you to inspect them at
o ) your leisure and take advantage of good savings now
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