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Laurentians offer it all

.

¢« By TOM DONOGHUE
B Sports Editor

Aher years of being a' “rocking
chair skier” the lime was now to
see how lhc rcal skier lives, In his con-
quest of sl and snow.

And to lnlm on this challenge of ac-
tually pulting on a pair of ski boots
nnd even a set of skis. it was off to
the lan‘:lmnuun Mountains in Quebee,

Cina

‘A fNight 10 Montreal was first in
order, followed by a 74-mile drive up
the Autoroute

At the conclusion of mile 74, 1 found
mysclf at the front door of a cozy. rec-
reational resort accommodating 450

1 was about to_embark upon 2 ski
wack at Biff and Tom Wheeler's Gray
Rdcks Inn located in the St Jovile

MAKING 1T A COMPLETE
HAUL on the practice run betore
the races

area, under the watchful eye of Real
Charette's. Snow Eagle Ski School.

The Snow Eagles have 40 fulltime in-
structors, all certified by the Cana-
dian Ski Instructors Alliance. With
this number on the payroll, the clas-
ses usually range lrum eight to 12 stu-
dents per instructo

mmwmihrm\mhls‘my

movie and introduction peri-
ud and then it's quickly into hour one
Monday moming

First there was getting use to stand-
ing on skis and learning how and how
not to fal)

Next came the grading of skiers
@nd 1 use that wyrd looscly at the
this stage) into claskes of ability. 1
was right at rock botfom, class 36 [ be-
lieve

Everyone is assigned to & class and
cnnprogmsaorbemh:cl aceo!
ingly

The Snow Eagles use the short ski

sion method of teaching dur-
ing sessions {rom 10 a.m. to noon | and
from 24 pm

My opening conquest was a !lupe of
not more than two or three feet
Then came the magic of the snow-

plow

Day one ended with a great sense of
mnpl shment — | had not fallen
and had mastered the art of snow-
p\mnnp,

Day two. Tuesday. opened with me
progressing up a class. under the eyes
of Chris Lloyd it was right into paral-

leling and then came the infamous T-
bar ¢

My first adventure with the T-bar
had me clinging to the pole and mon-
key hang for dear life The skis didmt
do what 1 had hoped for them.. they
crossed. and | and my partner. a
young lass from Buffalo. N Y. went
tumbling down the mountain

Attempt number four mastered the
Tbar and paralle! tuming rounded
out the day's chores

Day three was my final push, and
first year instructor Randy Banks
from North Carolina got the call.
class 31

1 was starting to enjoy skiing nnd
still had not fallen Just before the
lunch break. our class ventured forth
to & stecper slope. one | had cast
dirty looks at before

And needless to say. wipe-ouwt num-
ber one was performed in gracelul
style

A parallel turn that was supposed to
be wasn't and over | went... skis in
the air down the slope on my back
some 500 fect Arriving to a standing
ovation from my class, | noticed that
everyone laughs with you, not at you

Day four and five.- Thursday and
Frday. it was work on paralleling
and parallel turns and onto the chair
lift  Saturday morming is race time
and the 30 some odd classes are bro-
ken down into three divisions.

1t was ski nround the flag time and
a second place tn the novide carned a
silver pin

DOINGALITTLE NOT(DOGGING of his own.

1f you are looking for that special
teaching method with special effects.
Gray Rocks isn1 the place. Attitude
and friendship is the key and Que
bee's first resort had © all to offer

At Gray Rocks. a vanous assort-
ment of colorful ski outlits and the lat
est of all equipment is not expected
and not really looked for

There doesn scem to be the pre-
terse of trying to nmpreu everyone
on the Gray Rocks sl

There are no grul challenging
slopes or heart stopping de-
scents What there is. is down to carth
honest instruction and an intense
week of good old fashioned fun

There are sleigh bell rides and hot
wine parties for the classes after ski
hours and an all-around general at-
mosphere that has made the Snow
Eagle schoot and Gray Rocks the
“Dean of the Laurentians

The ski scason at Gray Rocks goes
from Nov. 20 to the beginning of May
Average snow is 165 inches with base
around the 48 inch mark to 12 fect in
Spots

There are five novice. six inter-
mediate and seven expert runs with
the longest run - one mile

Gray Rocks has two double chair
lifts and two T-bars with uphill capaci-
ty at 4.300 per hour Everything that
you would pessiblity want and need
can be rented

The ski week package, which was
created by Real Chareete. includes
three of the most exquisite meals per
day. hft tickets, and 22 hours of les-

sons along with complete entertain-~

ment program (dancing seven nights
a week!

‘The cost’'per person per weck starts
at $15150 .

Gray Rocks - the Dean of the Lau-
rentians. has been tabbed with the
“hell-bent-for teaching attitude” and
can only be surpassed by the atmos-
phere created by the people there.

Yeamning to learn how to ski or 1o
just sharpen up on the style _ give
Gray Rocks an honest shot | am
going back up. lookout class 29

bottom of the mountain, No. 1.

Gray Rocks Inn --No. | ski schoo

I resort
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INSTRUCTOR ERIC SKAT QTERSEN does the hot-dogging on the slope above the Gray

Rocks Inn.
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THE GRAY ROCKS 8KI CENTER map shows the hotel at the
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Laurentian

Ski Pro
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