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‘disappointing’ exhibit

Ry DEBORAH PERLBERG

Katherine McCoy of the Cran-
brook Design Faculty did a fine job
duhinina the catalog of Cran-
brook’s current Contemporary
Drawing show.

In fact, she may have done a bet-
ter job presenting reproductions of
the works than painting faculty
member George Ortman did in
unfnnizing and hanging this disap-
pointing exhibition.

Some of the 18 artists repre-
scnted must have been personal
friends of Ortman, the sole juror.
That would cxplain their pres-
ence. For besides nostalgia for old-
time Hle‘drnwlnﬁ. there is little to
recommend.works by such artists
as Isabel Bishop, Balcomb Greene,
or-Charles Clliorl. Their figure
studies are skillful in a way figure
studies are meant to be when sty.
dent work. All bring to mind com-
parisans of work done in the late
40s or carly '50s, of Expressionist
influences working on lines and
tones.

. BACK IN THOSE days, draw-
ings of nudes and faces were in-
deed self-sufficient as an art-form,
because the “personal vision” Ort-
man praises so highly was ex-
pressed in the dynamics of line,
stroke, shape. '

But a lot has happened to edu-
cate the viewer and the artist in
the ensuing twenty or thirty years,
and a nicely shaded nude just
doesn’t communicate much per-
sonal vision anymore.

There's a certain toughness and
integrity lacking in most of these
drawings. As an example; Robert
Gwathmey's delicate, segmented
people present s,\‘mbohc poses and
acts the way Ben Shahn's political
illustrations popularized society’s
autensts in the Forties and Fifties.

-
‘Contemporary Drawing §

Lesiar Johnson's “Street Scane No. 3" (1972) in mixed medio

Gwathmey's similar style evokes
an almost identical reaction — and
it's a shock to read the title “Pea-
cemarchers” with a date of 1974 on

it. Somehow political art of the
‘708 deserves more violence of feel-
ing and execution, more commit-
ment than these placid, stylized vi-
sions have.

ROMARE BEARDEN'S chop-
ped-up collages of urban
blacks have moere in the way of
“personal vision" than most of
these nice figure-studies put to-
gether

The technique of ripping and
pasting paper conveys more emo-
tion than the polite pencil lines of
the nudes.

Bearden's only .mislnke is to use
his own drawing instead of collage
in some works. His “Spring Pro-

"EXHBTIONS -

FRIDAY. FEB. 7

GALLERY  NORTH—The
Clay, Glass and Fiber Invitatlonal
opens Friday with an evening re-
coption from niﬁhl to 11 p.m. Twe
local artists will have their works
featured, Marion and Guy Verzer,
who work in fiber and clay. Runs
to Feb. 28, 36610 Garficld, Mount
lemens.

SATURDAY, FEB. 8

COPRIN INC.—"Color My
Warld,” an exhibition of paintings,
drawings and sketches by Sharon
. Shoultz will be presented from 1 to
-9 p.m. Saturday and Sunday in the
Heritage Plaza Building, 24901
Northwestern Highway, Suite 517
* Southfield.

NDAY, FEB. 8

ORCHARD MALL — Oils by
James G. Ebejer of West Bloom-
field will be on display through
March %, Mondays through
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Thursdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. to
9 p.m., Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. and Sundays noon to 5 p.m.,
6445 Orchard Lake Road, West
Bloomfield.

XOCHIPILLI GALLERY —
“The First One Man Exhibition of
Norm Stewart's Master Drawings
and Serigraphic Prints,” begins
with an opening reception, Satur-
day at 8 p.m. and continues
through Feb. 22, 115 East Fourth
Street, Rochester.

ENDNESDAY, FEB. 12

ANDRES GALLERIES — A
one-woman show by Dolores De-
mers opens with a wine and cheese
reception at p.m. and runs
through March 12, 18 West Huron
Strect, Pontiac.

CONTINUING SHOWS

AUSTIN GALLERIES — A
continuing |hb$rr featuring new
arrivals by Rockwell, Dali and
LeRoy Neiman. Mondays through
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sun-
days noon to 5 p.m....\orlﬁlnnd
Shopping Center, Building One.
Store 104, Southficld.

GALLERY 22—“Art to Fight
the Winter Blahs,” featurin,
rniminm and graphics by the gal-
ery artists, runs through Feb. 26,
22 Enst Long Lake Road, Bloom-
field Hills. Thursdays, 10a.m. to 9
4.m., Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
‘all other days 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

HABATAT GALLERIES — A
poster exhibit featuring over 40
rontemporary works runs through
{cbrunry. 1820 North Telegraph
tRoad, Dearborn.

« CRANBROOK ACADEMY
{OF ART MUSEUM —
™American Art Deco Architecture
~runs through. Sunday from 1 to 5
-p.m.,.500 Lone Pine Road, Bloom-
field: Hills,

. ALLEN RUBINER GALLERY
‘= “Graphics 1875,” runs th

“Feb. 15 and features lithographs,
Yercenprints and aquatints by

. ‘

riday am. to 3:30 p.m., Sa
urdays a/m. to 5 p.m.; 621
South Washington. Royal Oak.

PARK WEST GALLERY
Paintings by Sheldon Iden and
sculpture by James Nani runs
through Feb. 14, 24151 Telegraph
Road, Southfield.

GARELICK'S GALLERY —
“Collectors Choive,” an exhibition
including paintings, drawings,
watercolors, graphics and Eskimo
sculpture runs through Feb. &,
Mondays through Saturdays, 9:20
a.m. to 5:20 p.m., 280 North Wood-
ward Ave., hirminahnm.

BIRMINGHAM BLOOM-
FIELD ART ASSOCIATION —
The Birmingham Society of
Women Painters’ 31st Annual ex-
hibition runs through Feb. 16,
Mondays through Saturdays 9:30
a.m. te 4:30 p.m., Sundays 2t0 5
p.m., 1516 South Cranhrook Road,

irmingham.

CRANBROOK ACADEMY
OF ART — An exhibition of work
by 18 American artists runs
through March 2, 1 to 5 p.m. daily,
500 Lone Pine Road. &Immfir‘d

S, X
YAW GALLERY — Two scpa-
rate exhibitjons, one featuring
blown glass by glaziers from the
Pugltry Glassworks, the other the
“Fiber Invitational” featuring
work by Bernice Coleman, Lilliam
Elliott, Kathryn McCardle Lipke.
Warren Secelig, Joan Sterrenburg
and Barbara Wittenberg, runs
through Feh. 19, 530 North W
ward Ave., Birmingham.

LITTLE GALLERY — An ex-
hibition of wood sculpture by
Charles Dean runs from 11 a.m. to
6 p.m., Tuesdays through Satur->
days, 915 East Maple Road, Iir-
mln&hnm. Runs through Feb. 18.

CRANBROOK ACADEMY
OF ART — The Cranbrook*Aca-
demy of Art Architect’s exhibit
runs through Feb. 15, 1 to 5 p.m.
daily, 500 Lone Pine Road, Bloom-
field Hills. .

GALERIE DE BOICOURT —
“Portraits of Nineteenth Century
Artists,” an exhibition of wood
cnsrn\'ings and ctchings by Leon-
ard Baskin, runs Tuesdays
through Sn!urduﬁn, 11 am. to 6
p.m. through Feb. 28, 725 South
Adams Road, Birmingham.

TROY PUBLIC LIBRARY —
0il paintings by Thomas Shaw,
Troy, will be on display through
the month of February, Mondays
through Thursdays, 9 . :
p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 9
a.m. to5p.m., 510 West Big Beaver

Road, Tn?

BIRMINGHAM GALLERY
INC. — Armenian artist Kegham
Tazian opens his fourth one man
show featuring textural paintings
and figures suspended in animated
sculpture. Gallery hours are Tues-
days throy, Slmrda{l ,10a.m. to
5mp.rn. Tazian runs through Feb.

r;mn,r artists, Monday through

cession” is a small disaster of
cramped drawing and garish de-
sign.

Who did succeed in displayin
the “personal vision” and self-suf-
ficiency advertised for this show?

Antont Tapies was getting there,

and his works are some of the
fresher-looking ones‘in the show,
hut they scem to have stopped ev-
olving in the Sixties

Ray Saunders is current and
kinky but surely he has some
drawings that don't exploit sketch
hook spontaneity with such cute-
ness.

JOHN ALTOON’S illustra-
tions are just that, though he cer-
tainly has strong personal style.
June Leaf's diagrams show “per-
sonal vision,” but with a sliam‘l_
cramped drawing hand. Lester
Johnson has a consistent, black
German-expressionist line — but
didn't the German Expressionists
already do that?

And 18 it true that George Ort-
man himself hasn’t done a new
drawing in the last thirty years?
He's certainly done paintings that
moved away from the figure draw-
ine aesthetic, Perhaps he's savin,
them for an ¢xhibition that doesn't
dwell on nostalgia as an excuse for
“personal vision.”

wa
Dy .

- %

Your Car Opens the Gates to Private Estate Living.

As you pass under the Gatehouse to prestigious Cranbrook Place, the massive iron gates open
electronically. Open your garage door, too. Take a stroll through the luxurious, landscaped beauty
of the garden malls within the walled estate. Have a cocktail on your baleony or walled patio; then
dine elegantly in your full dining room. An adult community. .

@ CRANBROOK PLACE

In the Birmingham-Bloomfield Area.

Gracious apartment homes designed for spacious comfort: underground parking, elevators, wood-
burning brick fireplaces, abundant closet and storage space, some with family rooms or dens. Plan-
ning you could expect anly from a nationally known community builder. Your 2 or 3 bedroom

&% condominium apartment in Normandie Court still available at yesterday's prices

$54,690 to 869,990

OPEN DAILY 1-8 PM (CLOSED THURSDAY) 644.3030 ® 644.4024

Rod ney Lockwood & Company

a2 1

Center of Franklin Village
Private dr. E. off Fronklin Rd.

Special on finished model - 2 bedroom condo. with
parquet wood floors, 2-story fireplace, step down
Iiving' room. Dream kitchen, private courtyard. Bal-
conies overlook the wooded ravine setting. First floor
laundry room, walk-out basement, centrol oir, 2 car

igned 1o your own

garoge, other units can be di

tastes. Two or three bedrooms, parfect country loco-
tion. yet locoted in the heart of Fronklin Villoge.

SOUTHFIELD CONTEMPORARY RANCH — Smort
modern lines denote the contemporary styling on this
well locoted home. Modern kitchen and breckfost
room. Beoutiful ponelled family room with tloped
ceilings ond notural fireploce. Three bedrooms, 2
boths. Central oir conditiching, 2 cor attoched go-

rage. Moke @ good buy now!

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 2.5
VILJAGE RAVINE CONDOMINIUMS

p—

SOUTHFIELD-MAGNIFICENT COLONIAL — Price
sloshed! Marble foyér with suspended circular staie-
woy lends a drematic note to this super home. First
floor master bedroom suite plus 4 bedrooms, 2 baths
on 2nd flr. Oak paneled family room with wet bor
Ultro modern kitchen, 2 powder rooms. 2 gos FA
furnaces & centrol qir conditioning. All the refine-
ments you would wont in o custom home

GORGEOUS SETTING — for this ranch perched on
o hill overlooking the frees, and duck pond. Two
bedrooms, library and panetled fomily room. Two
cor ottached garage. Reasonably priced

GI‘OIIMQII &Co - Resi;ential

members of:

Birmingham-Bloomfield Boord of Recltors
Sirmingham-Bloomfield Multi-List

United Northwestern Realty Association
United Northwestern Multi-Uist

Michigan Asseciation of REALTORS

[}

REALTOR*

- o>, .
CONVENIENT LOCATION for “in-towners” — Two
bedrooms down with bedroom and sitting room up.
New applionces full basemert Orly $34,500.00

Vacont
‘

BLOOMFIELD HILLS — on & winding réad leads you -

to this prefty o3 o picture ranch. Huge rooms
shroughout Front Lbrary and heated Florido room
cverlocks the 3 tiered marble patio on the 1'y ocre
site. Formal dining rcom, large enough to seat 20.
Prestige area and recdy 1o move into, act now.

West Bloomfield

Office
6689 Orchard Lake Rd.
Old Orchard
Shopping Center

851-4300




