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Fifteen Cents

By SUSAN AVERILL .

FARMINGTON—A neighbor's nosi.
ness |s usunlly consldered an irritat-
ing invaslon of privacy. But when it
comes Lo prevention of burglaries, it
can be an asset, said Capt. Daniel A.
Byrnes of the Farmington Police De-
pariment.

*‘Crime is Increasing. and part of it
is because people don't know their
neighbors. Most people, when they see
a strange car, assume it's company.”
he sald.

See relsted siory, page 3

“If they knew their neighbors,
they'd recognize these cars and be
able to rcport any strange or sus-
piclous ones.”

Most of the time, people rationalize
“the strange occurances and wrile it
off to somcone else's business. he
said. Sometimes, they ate afraid to re-
port suspicious persons, cars or phone
calls because they're afraid to be
called cranks or worrywarts

That shouldn’t prevent them from
calling the police. he said

“IT'S NOT that big a bother for us
As a matter of fact. it definitely ns-
sists us.” Capt. Byrnes said

“Sure. In 99 out of 100 cases, it will
turn out to be some guy who has for-
gotten his key and is trying to get into
his own house, bul sometimes it
isn't.”

And it’s those oncein-a-blue-moon
cases that count

Crime rates in Farmington rose 34
per cent in 1974 over 1973 rates and 0
“substantial increase” has been noted
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durim; the first five wecks of 1975, he

Fnrmlngloﬂ isn the only suburban
community to notice the increase.

1 think most suburban police de-
partments anticipated a rise in crime
because of the layolfs and the general
cconomic situation.” Capt. Byrnes
said.

Most: of the crimes are committed
by people under 30. and nearly half of
those are committed by juveniles of
16 or younger according to national
statistics. he said

YOUNGSTERS ARE usually in-
volved in larceniesd like bicycle Lhefts
and aren’t normally directly associ-
ated with robberies. Often, they are in-
volved in muggings and purse-snatch-
ings.'crimes which aren’t common to
the suburbs, he said.

“We don’l have the people out on
the streets like they do downtown,™
he said. *Most of the people in the
suburbs drive from place to place and
do their walking only from (he car to
the -store and back again ™

Muggings and purse-snatchings are
more likely to occur under the
crowded conditions of malls or down
inner-city  streets where the main
mode of locomotion is walking.
Byrnes said

Part of the way to prevent crime is
to be mare suspicious of umssual oc-
curances. he said

“PEOPLE SHOULD repor! any-
thing al all they think is suspicious. It
could be an unfamiliar car driving up
and down the street or sitting in one
spot for a long time.” he said

People knocking on doors and ask.
ing for fictitioux persons may actually

be looking for a home safe for bur-

ling.

~Often, these people are looking for
a darkened home prior In hruklnx in.
To make sure no one is there, they
may walk up and ring the Goorbell.
People may have been in a back
room, walching television,” Capt.
Byrnes said.

That being the case, the would-be
thiet will often ask for a fictitious per-
son, he sald. he receives a nega-
tive answer, he'll make a pretense of
checking the address, making an
error in the street name.

After setting him straight, the house
holder will walk away thinking he has
only helped a lost person.

“To most people. it doesn’t scem
like anything is wrong. but it may be
that this guy is aﬂm a pou-mial tar-
get neighborhood,”

Businessmen shuld aha be aware
of suspicious loiterers. he warned.

“THEY SHOULD be very aware of
prople who come in just to look
around, yet their actions show more
than a casual interest. Chances are,
they're casing the establishment so
thal when they come back after the
place is closed. they'll know what to
take and its exact location.

“1f they know cxactly where they‘re
going and what they want, they need
only two to five mintes to do what
they have 1o do before we get there,
cven il the building is ‘alarmed’.” be
said.

Capt. Byrnes sald merchants should
call the police after carefully noting
physical description of the persons
and the license mmhtr of the car, it

possible.
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A cache of stolen goods recovered from a burglary ring is being examined and inventoried by
Farmington Hills police officer Raurnond Marchewitz. left. and Captain Russell Conway.

Hllls llbrarlan bristles
fat idea of censorship

By CORINNE ABATT

FARMINGTON HILLS - Any sim-
Harity between the stereolyped
cloudy-brained librarians of former
days and the clear-thinking. verbal di-
rector of the Farmington Hills library
is sheer accident.

Gordon Lewis, Buckeye by birth,
holder of degrees (rom Pitt and
Temple universities and former librar-
ian in Phildelphia, can wind up and
take a.healthy swing at the mention
of the word ‘“‘censorship”

I's on his mind becamse Farm-
mm Hills, like several of its neigh-

boring communities. has an obsenity
ordinance. Theoretically, libraries ml
under the ordinance.

The neighboring West Bloomfield
‘Township library recently asked to be
exempted from the township's obsce-
nity ordinance. Lewis says it has not
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SOLD—FOR $1500!

Mrs. Harry Forrest of Troy.
Michigan soid over $1500 worth
of household goods--with the
heip of only one Observer & Ec-
centric Family Want Ad. She also
90ld her artificial Christmas tree,
lights, ornaments and lots more
holiday gear with ancther result-
getting Family Want Ad.

Follow Mrs. Forrests example.
Find & new home for your un-
wanted housshold goods.
Justcall
£22-0900 in Wayne County
or
644-1070 In Oakiand County.

boén upheld in the request

The Farmington Hills library board
hag not applied for such an exemp-
tiad, but. should the censorship ques-
tiog arise, Lewis could prove a formi.
datile foe.

PHILOSOPHICALLY, he is com-
mifted to the First Amendment of the
Cosstitution, protecting the individ
wl's right to chose his religion. say
whal he wants to. petition as he pleas-
es las well as enjoy freedom of the

Sﬂyinx he understands and supports
mmunity’s desire not to have a
p of peep- of ather entertain-
rnenl appealing to purient interests,
he | still believes a line should be
wn between that and libraries
nce the Constitution was written.
Ligis said. there have been two
pojnts of view

The conflict continues tn our so-
cety between the large number who
feel the essence of the Constitution
lives in. the amendments which pro-
tect the rights of the individual and
those who feel the essence of govern-
ment is to protect the sacial order. ™

Lewis. an amendment person.
states his belief: “One of the free-
doms extant in the socal process is
total and free access to tdeas—re-
gardless of whether they are popular
or not at a given time,”

SPEAKING OF accessibility and a
citizen's right te oftain the informa-
tion he chooses to obtain. he con-
cluded. “If that freedom is denied. we
have begun to infringe on his rights
as a citizen

The policy of frer access to needed

(See LIBRARIAN, pext page)




