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At Orchard Ridge

Children’s theater
accents imagination

By LORAINE McCLISH

A line from a childrons’ story book
that rends ‘“‘gathering sun rays for
cold winter doys'* may well describe
the work of the members of the Or-
chard Ridge Theatre Gulld who bring
live theatre to children's groups
throughout the arca for nothing more
than the request

They'll be seen next in Farmington
with skits from three stories at the
Farmington Community Library on
Tuesday and Thursday, Feb. 11 and
13. Curtain time Is 7:30 p.m. for each
performance.

“‘We don’l have to ge! paid.” volun-
teered one member of the cast. “its
priceless Just aceing the kids' reac-
tions. "

In addition to working without
money, they also work without props,
without scenery. in street clothes, and
not much more than a grease pencil
for make-up.

For the three skits the crew {s pre-
paring now, one bench will serve as a
table. a wall. a bed. a stage within a
stage. n car. n merry-go-round and a
ferris wheel,

WALLACE SMITH, a speech and
theater professor at Gakland Commu-
nity College Is faculty advisor for the
sjudent operated guild.

He is producing the plays. will take
a part in some children-participation
storytelling. and thinks of himsell as
“belper 1 help them clean it up.

make a tighter production out of it if
it nceds it," he says.

Of the bare stage format the guild
uses, he says. “Our imagination is
given to us through the television set
and we're losing what little we have
left. so we're trying to bring it back
to the kids, through theater.

“We let the action and the stories

imuy) and it

“We've. got it now 50 that most of
the actors know all of the parts and
many of them can Gouble or inter.
change roles in one perfarmance.” he
sal

id

‘The group has performed in Chil-
dren's Hospital. several times, in nur-
sery school and elementary schools
and in day care centers. Al of the per-

the
never fails. We've proven that you
don’t need fancy. costumes and fancy
props ™

ALL OF THE stories that are in the
repetroire now stemmed from the Gas-
light Festival held on the campus last
spring when the touring idea of bring-
ing the plays into the community got
under way.

They were chosen on the basis of
three hard rules Smith is adamant
about: non-sexisl, non-violent and
non-racist.

The guild was booked for two per-.

formances a week thrasghout the fall
term and cxpect to be able to do
more this spring.

“The hardest thing we had to cope
with was scheduling. So many in the
Ruild work part or full time, go to
school during the day or in the eve-
nings.” Smith said.

The expected upped mumber of per-
formances will come through an idea
Smith managed to put Into effect by
having three different tof
about ten persons each) all involved
in the same repetoire.

are geared lor those from
pre-school to about third grade level.

SMITH TALKED highly of the guild
members; the enthusiasm they had
for the work they were doing and how
they were abld to convey that feeling
to an audience. It wasn't hard to un-
derstand what he was talking about.

We looked atound the room to see a
young man perfecting a juggling act,
and'a group of four ar five improvis-
ing how to “‘get a good feeling that
jumped out of your pocket.”

The cast will produce “'Frederick,”
the story of a field mouse: “What's
the Matter with Carnghers?” the
story of a grampy bear; and “The
Brute Family” who are converted
from Brutes into Nice People.

The guild will be joined by the Can
dyman Group .from the Kendallarks
on the bill that will make up the li-
brary's Valenline Day party.

Registrations are necessary for the
performances &re being taken now by
the library staff, by phone, §77-1313,
or in person.’
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Death

By MARGARET MILLER

A valiant seven-year battle against
kidney disease ended Feb. ¢ with the
th of Rhoda Niss, Livonin wife and
mother who captured Lhe heart of a
community.

mlnzkrhmllyhldmadeu
years of using a kid-
ney dlalisis machine, then a kidney
transplant and ensuing complications,
then two strokes. As her friend
neighbor, Dianaline Brennan,
was “one calastrophe after

A liver disorder finally
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takes Rhoda Niss; foundation asks aid

To finance the needed kidney ma-

‘THROUGH ALL the problems. Mrs.
Brennan gald the spirit of the Niss
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neighbors pitched in to help
the home duties and the bills,
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Rhoda spending several hours each
day on the machine. Then with kidney

une-
tioning kidneys and await a donor for
a trarsplant.



