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Exempt theF. armington library

The balance betwéen freedom of speech
and government controls on verbal art
shifts in cycles. Sometimes almost unlim-
ited frecdom of expression is permitted.
At other times. fairly strict rules have
been enforced.

Now, the point of balance seems to be
moving toward the side of rule enforce-
ment. The U.S. Supreme Court has left it
up to communities to decide by which
local standards something maybe de-
clared obscene.

Many communities. including Farm-
ington Hills. have passed ordinances to
help them control obscenity. Some resi-
dents of Farmington Hills, including Li-
brarian Gordon Lewis. feel the ordinance
could be applied to materials in the li-
brary ‘

In other places. books classified as clas-

sics have been declared obscene tempo-
rarily. i

Lewis believes there shohld be a clear
line drawn bewt materials labl
al the library and the types of stores and
development the ordinance!is designéd to
control.

In neighboring West Bloomfield Town-
ship. for example. the library board has
asked for an exemption from the provi-
sions of the ordiance.

The Farmington library board should
do the same. No individual or group
should be tempted to make the library a
target for campaigns limiting freedom of
expression.

The most important marketplace in
America,_ is the marketplace of ideas—
where ideas stand and fall on their own
merits. The library is the main source of
idea for Farmington area residents.

Local control of liquor

The state legislature now has the op-
portunity to place control of liquor li-
censes with the local government, right
where such control belongs. )

State Rep. James E. Defebaugh (R-
Bloomfield Township) introduced the bill.
He is supported by major co-sponsors
Ruth McNamee (R-Birmingham). Joseph
Forbes (D-Oak Park) and William Hay-
ward (R-Royal QOak».

The proposed law would allow local
legislative bodies to have a final veto on
a license renewal. This marks a step in
the right direction Now. local govern-
ments have only power to recommend

and the Liquor Control Commission may
reverse the local decision.

The bill apparently does not affect is-
suance of new licenses. Perhaps this is
an oversight. It would be a better piece of
legislation if the local government could
have a veto on the approval of a new li-
cense. also

We commend the lawmakers who sup-
port this bill (H.B. 4254 It is certainly a
quick responise to an issue that has in the
past ‘heen a local sore”spot. We hope that
the scope of the bill can be clarified and
widened through the amendment process.

Cuts will do minimum damage '

The Southficld School Board made good
choices when it cul more than $180,000
from its current budget, Cuts in state aid
pavments mean the district will receive
less revenue than expected.

The culs are in arcas which minimize
the effecty on students. However. it will
require cooperation from the staff and
community to make sure that more
series reductions in programs are not nec-
essary

The two largest areas of budget reduc-
tions are in the use of substitute teachers
and in interest payments. No in service
training. on-the-job-training given for
staff members. will be scheduled unless
required by contract. Substitutes must re-
place regular teachers when in-service
training occurs.

Also. the district will encourage better
attendance by teachers. which together
with less in-service lrmnmg could cut
more than $33,000.

The next largest cuts came in interest
for loans borrowed to meet payroll ex-
penses while taxes are being collected.
The school board in effect is asking the
City of Southficld to forward tax collec-

tions on a quicker schedule. It could
mean less interest income for the city
government but lower interest payments
for the school district

Some of the other cuts chosen by the
board will have a more direct effect on
students. Teaching and maintenance sup-
plies will be cut. and no overtime will be
allowed except in extreme. emergencies.
That means students and parents will
have to put up with méssier schools.

Other savings will come from not re-
placing employes who leave school jobs.
or replacing them with persons at lower
salary levels.

Some areas cut are important and
should be reinstated as soon as possible.
Part of the district’s testing program was
climinated. for example. Out-of-district
ficld trips also were cut and should be
considered for reinstatement.

Even though the cuts were made
wisely. parents. students and staff mem-
bers can further minimize effects by coop-
erating with plans. The community
should realize the budget has been tight-
cned and help wherever possible

From our readers

Lithuanian plight

Editor

On behall of the Knights of Lith-
wanin Council-79. | would like to thank
sou on the article about Simas Ku-
dirka which appeared Jn the Dec. 19,
14, issue of the paper

The article was very informing as
to what went on during his Detroit
visit. It was also very informing as to
the story of his plight and what he

had 1o go through to come to this
country
1 thank you again for the article
May I say that | hope you have many
articles on the Lithuwanian people in
the Detroit area.
MARY MARGARET PANAVAS
Chairman Uithuanian Affairs

Champion team

Editor
The picture tand caption) of Pam

fendine playing title-winning basket-
ball was great The accompanying ar-
ticle by Bacr was awful.

The women have done somcthing
worthwhile. I Baer is capable, let's
have a comprechensive article, in

. about the

Becentrties

— by HANK HOGAN

Hope from the past

No one can seriously doubt that this country is
faced with many problems—~{ighting inflation, a
recession and dzvelqim an energy conservation
program among

The pmidem has mde some propesals, and in
the last week Congress has lllemmd to scuttle
each and every one of them without any demon-
strated. program of its own, to this

It seems as though the country is dri ng "and
you can't blame the people for having a feeling of
despair.

WITH ‘THESE PROBLEMS facing the country.
itis approprhle to write this week about a man
who faced’ many odds.

He failed in business in. ‘31

He ran and was defeated for the state legisla-
ture in '32.

He failed again in business in ‘33

He was (finally elected to the state Ieglslaiure in
H

His sweetheart died in °35.

He had a nervous breakdown in '36.

He was defeated for the speakership of the
state house in "38.

He was defeated for presidential elector in 40

He was defeated for Oongress in 43

He was finally elected to Congrm_hi 48
Ihs successor in his own party was defeated in

Ho ran and was defeated for the US. Senate m

AND HE WAS ELECTED the 16th pmidont nl
the United States in 1860.
This repeated failure was none other than Abra
ham Lincoln -
His record should be an inspiration to thase who

feel they are always facing an uphill battle w\!.h_

few tangible results.

Lincoln, in his own time. was not considered a
great man. He was accused of splitting the chub
lic vmh his meddling in what we now call “civil
rights

E\'cn the speech he made at Gettysburg was
considered tnte by the press of his time
bu\c( it has survived long after its critics were

ricd

And it is still appropriate today as the democrat-
ic system has been threatened

.. That this nation, under God. shall have'a
new ?In: 6lhrmdop|m 'a.nd that government of the
people. by the e, for the e shall not per-
ish from the P::r\h" peopt r

There 1s sull hope for our nation

s PHILIP 1. POR LR

It took quite a while. but there's finally some
good news for the suburbs The auto industry’s re-
bate plan is working!

In a special Observer & Eccantric poll of
local auto dealers. it was mmmunplam to hear
such vemarks as “fantastic.” “wonderful” and

“best sales in years " N

Dealers along Telegraph and Twelve Mile
Roads in Southficld reported the best sales in
many months during the first weeks of the rebate
period. In Troy. where .a large collection of deal-
ors is located off Maple Road. salesmen were
pleased that many customers were buying models
on which no rebate plan applics

~Our floor traffic increased about 50 per cent
right alter the bonus plan was announced.” said
Hugh Coughlin, sales manager at Bill Brown Ford
on Plymouth Road in Livonia. “Our sales are up
about 75 per cent.” reported Rick Tonkinson.
sales manager at B. J Ratigan Chrysler
Plymouth down the street

John Chott. at Gene Merollis Chevrolet, on

Fnrd Road in Garden City. called the past Janu-

“the best month we've ever had, “estimating
\h:n the dealership sold between 175 and 200 cars
in the first fow weeks after the rebates went into
offect

Clarence DuCharme. president of Fiesta
Motors, an AMC dealcrshlp on Ann Arbor Road in
Plymauth. enthused: “In four days we did more
business than in the previous 20"

SEVERAL COMMON trends stand out from
the survey.

oThe rebate plan vastly increased traffic in
showrooms -- some cases as much as 300 or 400
per cont

*The old dealer axiom. you can't get sales
without showroom traffic. proved accurate. as
sales increases closely followed traffic increases.

sUnexpectedly, there was almost as much in-
terest in models on which rebates were not of-
fered as in those covercd by the plan.

*The rebate plan appears to have stimulated
confidence in customers that things will get bet-

From our readers

Rebate psychology -~

ter. <o they are willing to even buy cars not cov
ered by rebates .

One dealer summed up 1 think people are
excited and have a new air of confidence. Thes
think this 1s going to get the batl rolling agam..
There are people who are laid off - I'm not an os-
trich with my head in a hole. But the people who
are working have money ~

QUITE TRUE. and cven many of the workees
laid off have SUB funds coming in to keep the
wolf from the door

That's what distinguishes the present reces-
sion from the depression of the 1930s. and that in
turn 1s why business leaders here in the suburby
are g\nrdcdl\ optinustic instead of terrified

The success of the rebate plan is an cnor.
mously important symbol for evervone in this
area. which 1s so dependent on the health of thd
auto industry .

BUT WHY. one wonders. did we have to wait
sa long for price reductions cthe net cffect of the
rebate plant to be instituted to stimulate sales”

One possible answer was suggested recently
by University of Michigan Business Schoal Prof
Rass Withelm. He paints to 1971, when the Nixon
administration suddenly imposed price control
and caught a lot of compamies with their prices
down. Without effective price relief from the feds
these companies found themselves n a terrible
profit squeeze.

This time around. Wilhelm suggests. nobody
wanted to get caught out in the cold again Which
is why the price cutting took the form of a rebate
plan. and why the rebate plan itsdf is being imit-
«od in duratian to the end of this month Then. at a
minimum. the industry will be protected if Con-
gress suddenly decides to push a price freeze on
the economy

Wilhelm's point is clear: We are sl suffer.
ng from the unsuccessful experiment with eco-
nomic controls by a federal government ill-equip:
ped to do anything of the sort.

wm of students and prssible chanies

Nostalgia concert '

Editor

On behalf of the Farmington Com-
munity Arts Council [ wish to thank
you and your paper for the coverage
of the ““Nostalga™ concert for the sen-
10r citizens and the handicapped With-
aut a doubt the mterest of the senior
citizens was generated by the superb
roporting by lorraine McClish She is
a very personable reporter and re-
lates well to those around her. She
has the keen sense to report her sto-
ries accurately and informatively.

The community band and orchestra
and the featured Michigan Ballet
Theatre had the joy of performing for
a (ull house to the delight of over 800
senior citizens and other friends. We
received many fine campliments re-
garding the programming and we
were doubly delighted at being eval-
uated by the Michigan Council for the
Arts especially because the concert
was so well attended Many of the

whole
team. Let's have a good picture of the
team. Put in al the top of the page
where we expect to read about cham-

pions.
JANE HAZEN
Southiield

TJ! s
(Dhm'rm‘rz',-'}iﬁrwutrir

IIVISION OF SUBURBAN COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

HENKY M HOG AN, R CnPallnker
“PHILIP HL POWER, Co-Pabliker
.
KT THOMPSON, Execatree adrior
MICHAEL R MARCELLINO, Edhter,
Uebland Conaty Newspapers
NICHOLAS SHARKEY, News Edrtor N
ARTHUR SHAPER, Morkrting Droveion '
.
“MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS OF AMERICA
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

had not been out of their
homes for over a’year and the special
vans made it possible for them to at-
tend.

So for those that attended because
of your coverage and on behall of the
concert band and arts council—we all
say Thank You

MARLOWE BELANGER
Farmington Community
Arts Ceuneil

READERS
FORUM

Letters must be original copies
and conlain the signature and
address of the sender.

Lim#t letters to 300 words.

School position paper

Editor

In resolving to close one or more
schools. the Birmungham Board of
Education was moved by the fallow
ing considerations.

First of all, we arce confronted with
the problem of declining enrollments.
In 196768 there were 17 333 students
n the Birmingham schanls  Today
there are 13522, next year there wall
be approximately 13333, a total loss
m eight years of more than 4.000 stu-
dents

There are many indications that
thus dechine will continue. The number
of births in the Birmingham school
dstrict has fallen sharply. In 1970
there were 852 births. In 1974 there
were 300 Joss. 543 Fewer children will
be starting school in the years to
come.

OUR PRESENT cnrollment pattern
suggests the same conclision With
the exception of kindergarten which
scrves both public and non-public
schools. every grade in the district
s fewer students than the ones that
follows it. Our 12th grade class has
§76 more students than the Ist

Second. the board has two respons:-
Blities. We must not ondy peovide our
children with the best education that
we can, but we must also make sure
that we get as much educational prod-
uct as we can for our cducational dot
lar. Operating aur schools with excess
pupil capacity is expensive and waste-
(ul. The per pupil operating costs in
an elementary school that operates
well under capacily is almost double
that of its meighbor with a high enroll-
ment. We should not permit this. even
if we were not facing substantial defi-
cits in the next three ycars

Third. while the thought of closing
achools is never a pleasant one to con-
sider. involving as it does the reloca-

n neighburhond alimments. we can-
hot delay or wait for better wforma-
tion or evidence. For almost three
years the Facilities Study Commuttee
with the assistance of its representa-
tve panel of citzens. Ras investigated
ths problem  The Qtizens Millage Ad-
visory Commattee examined 1t 1n the
light of 1ts widely vaned areas of ex-
pertise A consulting fim has assem-
bled a vast amount of information and
dita  Individual citizens, too. have
taken 1t upon themselves to study this
problem most thoroughly. They have
been a rich source of worthwhile lug»
grstions.

WE RECOGNIZE that while lhtse
stodies have served an invaluable pur-
pose, it is nonetheless the board's jdb
10 decide how we can best be stey-
:mis over our funds to provide the

best possible education for our chil-
dren The boand in exercising its judg-
ment on this ter must do what it
needs to do, it cannot always do whit
it would want to do. Whatever dect-
smn we make will not plcase c\1r¥

Clasing schools will not be the lo(al
solution to cur financial rdiem:. A
ditional mitlage may well be required
in years to come. [t scems to me. hofe-
cver, that our school district is now it
a crossroads Eather we can continpe
to let the situation drift along without
taking any positive action of we can
scize the opportunity to move IHis
schoal district off of dead center. EX-
citing possibilities lie ahead. We need
to take a fresh look at our programs.
our curriculum It is most essentlal
that parent and citizen involvemeht
play a large role in the future of our
district. Our school district is chang-
ing We have to change with it..

ROBERT KETCHUM
President
Birmingham Scbeel. Board
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