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Ball hawkers out of sight, out of mind

By RON HINGST

Step nside “Pepsl Generation,™
shagging tennis balls is the in-thing
this month. N

Tennis ball boys and girls don't'
achieve much identity during a tourna-
ment, but then again they are not sup-
posed 10,

“We all like to rub clbows with a
Billy Jean King or Evonne Goola-
pong.” sald Ted Jax, Orchard Lake
Tennis Club professional and manager
f the Dearborn Indoor Racquet Club.

- HAVE kind of mnde being a
tall hoy or girl the in thing in this
arca. don't ask me why It just ls."
Five yenrs ago the Virginia Slims
Women's Tennia Cireuit debuted in De-
troit.
In n recent telephone intervicw. Jax
recalled how the Birmingham Junior
teague was looking for o fund raiser
and decided to co-sponsor the Slims

Detroit visit. The initial teurnament
was held nt Oakland University, but
the cvent has since switched to Cobo
Hall. N

*The league does all the work and 1
help out with jobs such as training
tall boys and girls.”” Jax said. “You
just can't say enough about all the
work that those lndies do.”

PRIOR TO the first Detrait-Slims
cvent, Jax enlisted and (trained 8
group of ball boys. After that tourna-
ment, one of the lady professionals in-
dicated that girls should be included
in the group and this year Jax will
supply the Slims event with 200 boys
and girls from the ages 11-16

“This year we will have about a 50
50 ratio of bays and girls.” Jax said
“We have a list of hundreds of inter-
ested youths. We now have afl kinds
of sources to obtain them from.™

Jax admitted it might be casier

training a dozen or so ball boys and
girls, but as he pointed ot the whole
cffort has become a “‘commaunity-type
alfair.”

The casual tennis tournament ob-
server might concentrate on the ac-
tion and never see|the ball boys or
girls, but according to Jax that type
of response constity the “good ball
boy or girl.™

EACH BALL boy and girl must at-
tend o one-hour training session each
year whether he or she has expe-
rience or not and discipline is the key
to the instruction.

*1 guess you could say I kind of nm

it like an army camp,” Jax said *Ob-

viously every kid can't do the finals of
the tournament, but we have never
had one youth miss an assigrment
since the Slims have been coming to
Detroit. Any kid who gets up at 8 a.m.
an Sunday moming to attend the class
wants to do it.”

Jax’s group of {uxz ball retrievers
for the 1975 Virginia Slims Detroit
event reside in all parts of the Detrait
area and as far away as Port Huron.
The 42-year-old Occhard Lake Tennis
Club pro listed three requirements for
his group which included:

White dress and termis shoes.

edge of the game.

“A good ball boy or girl always
knows the score of the match.” Jax

ANOTHER responsiblity for the
youths involves keeping track o of the
four balls being used which must be
kept in the server's court. According
to the Slims Tournament rules. the
players are allowed to switch balls
only after the 11th and 13th games. Il

the ball goes into the stands at the De-
troit event, then it becomes Jax's job
to retrieve it.

“We have an standing joke that
when the ball gets tangted in the
stands, its my job to retreive it.” he
said. **The ball boys and girls never
leave the court™

The Virginia Slims 1975 Detrait
event is slated for Feb 132 and
Jax’s crew of ball boys and girls will
be exposed to national television cov-
erage of the finals at this year's

event

*'A good ball boy oc girl is never no-
ticed and if be is. then he is dis-
tracting from the match.” Jax aid

The Racquet Qub manager explain-
ed that he also formerty trained offi-
cials for the Detroit Siims tourney.
but the crew has gained enough expe-
rience through the previous tourna-
ments.
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FRIDAY NIGHT
Prime Rib
Premium Buffet 87.95

Entrees: Stuffed Chicken Breast
- Shrimp Creole — Ravioli

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11 AL till 3 P.M. $4.50

SUNDAY BUFFET
3 P.ML till 9 P.M. 86.95

Margaret Court will be among the lady ten-
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Let Us Cater Your Next Party,
Wedding or Banquet

Accommodations for 600

Reservations Suggested

Dining Nitely 5-12
Music Nitely 9-2

PINE KNOB SKI RESORT

washabaw Road Exit

Sports about town

Lady cagers honored

Southlicld Lathrup's girls basketball
team captured first place in the final
Metro Suburban jssociation standins
with a perfect 10-0 record Rochester
Adams took second with an 8-2 record
followed by Uticn Eisenhower, 55,
Hloomheld Hills Lahser. 46: Royal
Oak Daondero, 28 and Birmingham
Giroves. 1-9

Lathrup dominated the MSA “All-
league” squad with three members
named and they included Pam Ren.
dine. Sue Peterman and Ruth Fraser.

Other players sclected for post sea-
son honors included  Adams’ Beth
Kamp and Mary Ann Hopp: Eisen-
tawer's Fran Cyplik and Dondero's
Linda Haglund and Joyce Mathews,

Second team or honorable mention
selections were Lahser's Ciaudia
Murray and Peg Kopmeyer, Groves
Sue Collins. Suc Jones and Andren
Atherthon. lathrup's Cindy Wright
and Patti Rendine and Eiscnhower’s
Jan Newderhoffer

Lacrosse officials

Favle. directar of the Michigan Lacr-
asse Officials Assacation are lnoking
for lacrosse officials for the coming
scason this spring Anyornr with pre
vious lacrosse playing or officiating
experience or inferested persons are
invited 10 contact Fayle at 939-435 or
Reilly at 6467017,

Royal Oak takes

ice district

Royal Oak Rathskeller took the Dis
trict. Number Three MANA state
championship last weekend with o 52
victory over St Qlar Shores in the
final game.

The Southficld Ctuels finsshed fourth
in the event and Birmingham Kenmor
Corp lLimshed fifth. Six teams com-
peted. Royal Oak was led by goahie
Ron Buvarette who recorded two shut-
outs during the senies.

Loves’ labors not lost

The Detroit Loves of World Team
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