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Is rhubarb a vegetable or a fruit?

It grows like a vegetable, we eat
the stems like some vegetables, but
we serve it tike a fruit. Al ) know is
that rhubarb, along with asparagus, is
usually found in & comer of the vege-
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Plant rhubarb
and asparagus
in early spring

table garden, so I'll call it a vegetable
for- ;lmpllclly 's sake.

ME PEOPLE start preparing for
the phmng of these vegetables the
previows fall. They will add peatmass
or manure Lo the soil and till it in to
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‘ntn in spring. additional orunic
matter  (compost,

manure) Is added to the soil endly
where the plants are to be put in.

Both are planted in the carly
. It would be wise to order the
elrly 50 you mll have them on

the proper time
The urlm you plant the better—
you don't have to worry about late

frosts or cool weather.
Let's talk about asparagus first. Dll

put your organic material.
the trench lnd mnx it well with the
soi} . at the bottom.

Place the plants about 15 to 13
inches apart. The plants you receive
will be a crown and roots—no tops.

Why Pay Mare!

No. 04

Our Reg
$1099

Price Pfister

4" LAUNDRY
FAUCET

Top mount.

tirush. Also fol

bar ar ulilty room No

04-155
Qur Reg. §

3777

Be sure (o spread out the roots so
they I'ﬂl not be matted.

PLACE ALL (he plants in the
trenches before filling in with sail
The rows should be about hree fect
apart. For a family of four youll need
% plants.

Now start filling the trench Just
cover the crowns. As they stant to
grow, fill in a little more untll the
trench is filled.

Don cut asparagus the first year
Just let the plants grow into fern The
second year you can cut all spears
that are as thick as a pencil. Cut for
about four weeks.

The third year, and thereafter, you
should be able to cut all the spears
for about six wecks. Then let the
plants go to fern. You must let it
grow in the summer to rebuild new
roots for next scason.
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RHUBARS 1S a big producer Four
hills will be ample for a family of
four. In fact. | have heard of people
growing @ single plant in a tubon a
patio; they can get one rthubarb pie a
month all season

It. oo, is a longlasting plant and
needs proper soil preparation. Dig
and enrich & trench just as we do for
asparagus. Just cover the crowns
with soil. again just like asparagus. If
planting in a clump. just put the the
crowns in a shight depression and
cover as it grows

Another similarity with asparagus
3 that you shou!d refrain from puliing
stalks the ﬁm year. Let the plant de
velop.

When picking. pull the stalks night
from the bottom; dont cut the stems.
Naturally, as the plant grows. you
will pull the outer stalks and Ict the
inner ones continue to grow. Leave
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some to allow the plant to reduild it-
self for more growth next year
You only mnsurne the stalks of rhu
barb. Never eat the lollage There are
some toxic substances in the leaves
that can be harmful. But the stalks
are not only edible— they re delicious
Once you taste real fresh rhubarb.
you'll never want anything else
Fresh rhubarb may surprise you
with its sweetness. Fresh rhubarb
doesn't demand as much sugar when
cooking [t can be ecaten raw.

We often couple asparagus and rhu-
tarb together for several reasons.
First. they are both planted once and
will continue to produce for many.
many years. coming up from the
same plants each season

This makes them both perenmials.
Also. because they are both long- last
tng perensuats. the planting is simular.
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