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11°s almost Valentine's Day — the one day we
wonder when we'll love and wcho we will love,
the time to remember not only our own past

romances, but those we idolised either on the
silver acreen or through fan magasines. It’s also
that one day wchen even the most unsuspecting

might open their mail and happily find that
somebody loves them.

It knows no age

By SHELLEY EICHENHORN

Cupid doesn’t seem to pay much
attention to age when he shoots his
amorous ‘arrows, and those
stricken with love for someone &
lot older or younger haven't
scemed to mind very much.

Ever since Ocdipus married his
mother and Electra got a crush on
her dad, young men avebeen fall-
ing for older women, and young
women have been fdllnn in love
with older men.

In fact, May-December rom-
nnces may have inspired immortal
drama, great poetry and religious
revolts.

The English church might. still
be Catholic if it weren't for May-
December marriage.

Just think how dull British his-
tory would be if Henry VI wasn't
forced to murrr his older brother’s
widow at age 18. When the young
king spotted the fair Anne Boleyn,
he lost his houd and later, 50 dlt‘
she.

King Henry pronounced himself
divarced from older Queen Cathar-
ine ayainst the Pope's orders. So,
Henry started his own church.
England got the Anglican Church
and Henry got Anne, 14 years
younger than he.

FAMOUS AUTHORS as well
as famous kings have been in-
spired by May- cccmber brides.
At 26, cccentric Edgar Allan Poe
married his cousin Virginia
Clemm who was not yct 14. She
died 10 yenrs later and Poe's

“Annabel Lee” may have been in-
spired by Virginia's early death.

Today, age still scems to be no
barrier to love. At 68, Supreme
Court Justice William . Douglas
married his bride Cathleen, 45
years younger than he.

U.S. Sen. Stror Thurmond also
took a young bride in her.early 20s
when he was in his late 60s. Thur-

mond and wife Nuncy have just

had their third child,
YOUNG MEN also don't scem
to squirm at the thought of mlrry

ing someone more

their senior. Tweuty ulne—ymld
Michael Wilso; i
has gi

Pmnlylv

marrying
el Fitler

heiress . Miss Fitler
s 71.

Thu list of hmonl nd lnhmom
r romAnces goes o
lmfon. BuL you don’t have to be
rich or famous to love someone
who's almost old enough to be your
father, or mother.

In fact, lhltl just whn Pat
Koontz did in t. T was 19
and Gary was nurly 40, b Mn
Koontz said.

“We were working together at
Mlch!{znn Life-National Casualty
Southfield. For some
:trﬂze reason, Gary asked me out
an

On thu first date, Koont:
brought his 13- ur-old son
nlun? Koontz custody of

rom a pmloul marriage.

“THE THREE of us went bow!-
ing and we had a great time,” Mrs.
Koontz said. That was in March
and by June, lhe were talking

about marri n August, Pat
glnd Gary and cy began a fam-
ily.

Mrs. Koontz says she used to
think about the age dlffcrcncc but
now it doesn't hatt

“I.don't care how old Gary is be-
cause [ really love him.”

;. The Koontzes want to have chil-
dren, but Mrs. Koontz still thinks
she’s too young. “We're going to
wait till Tracy graduates from

high school an: goes to, college be-
fore we start'a family,” she said.
Koontz said when he first began
dating Pat, he told her he'd never
marry her. “But, I loved her 80
much, I just couldn't help it.”

Richard Burton and Uiz Taylor loved ond lost on the screen ond off

IF YOU'RE nhnkmf your head

and lhinkms about all the theory

ou learned in paychology 101,

0ld on. According to f. Boaz
Kahana, ps)::hnl depanment
chairman at Oakland University, if
the two peapls are happy, what's
the difference?

“There are a lot of theoretical
statements about the partners not
molvmgthelrodlﬁ: and Electra
complexes and all t

Even if there is some strong
longing for a father or mother fig-
ure, lhnm says, “To hell wit

Not only that, the psychology
professor thinks that a marriage
where the woman is about five

“years older than the man just
might be

r. “We know women
live thr!o to ﬁ\e years longer than
men,” he said.

*“Usually the husband is three to
five years older than the wife, This
leaves her with between six to 10
years of w| idowhood to look for-
ward to,” Kahana said.

He thinks if women were older
than their mnu, the problem
could be solved. *I think it would
be a definite contribution to get-
ting rid of periods of extended
loneliness.”

ONE WIFE who agrees with
hnhann 100 per cent is Anita Katz
of Troy. “I met Harold when | was
41 and he was 3

“Two weeks Ialer. we decided to
get married,” Mrs. Katz explained.
“We didn't worry about the age
difference at all.

“My four children and Harold's
two sons from prcnous marriages
were very happy.”

hlght )can Iater, the happiness
hasn't faded. “It was a matter of
love at first sight,” Katz said. “We
look forward to growing old to-
gether. We have everything in
common.”

Young, lodo—vppmg lovers portrayed by Mickey Rocnry ond Judy Gorlond

It sells—real or not

By LINDA TAYLOR

“Do you believe in magic? Do
you believe in love?” The lyrics
may come from Nashville but the
thought comes from Hollywood.

People believe in love, even when
it doesn’t exist, and the box office
promoters and fan mluumes have
played on the sentiment for years.

Remember back in the Mouske-
teer days when sweet little An-
nette was teamed with Spin (por-
trayed by skinny Tim Considine)
in the “Spin and Marty” episodes?
Even 10-year-olds could identify
mth puppy love between those

Laler. Hollywood took advan-
tage of Annette’s sex appeal to link
her romantically with best sellers
Pau] Anka, Frankie Avalon and
Fabian, those heart throbs from
the “Beach Blanket” era.

THE FAN m admitted
that love really didn't have to exist;
the fan just had to think it did, and
actors went along for the pubfmly

ride.

Take the Connie Stzv!m-‘h'vy
Donahue “romance” that existed
in the minds of the fan ne
readers, if never for real. What
pecple saw on the screen, (hey
wanted to think existed off scree:
too. The magazines obliged nd
“love” was ereated.

Perhaps the best known maga-
zine for screen romances was Con-

fidential, forerunner to the cha
in the magazine approach with nﬁe
advent of television in the 50s

Show biz has also been known to
cover up true romance for the sake
of the “image.” Remember when
Bobby Sherman fans were heart-
broken with the announcement
that he was married?

AND THE squelching of love
and marriage wasn't limited to
American stars. Remember when
the Beatles first made it big out-
side Liverpodl? Who knew that
John Lennon was not onlk married
but the father of a child?

It was months before publicity
agents finally let the truth be

own o the screaming fans who
would have given their left ear to
even touch the man. How could a
father be a rock star? Then what a
stir when Lennon (later divorced
from wife Cynthia) and Yoko Ono
hu (he heart-throb scene? Big

lma sells. It sells records, mov-
ies, fan magazines and images.
. How many box office winners did
hlmbelh "aylor and Richard Bur-
ton uce before the demise of
their relationship? Same for
Joanne Woodward Paul New-
man, except for the fact that their
marriage survived Hol
And remember the Luci-Desi
? Man and wife working to-
gether — the viewer could Just pies

ture them at home doing the same
zany things.

HEART THROBS, whether for
real or just make believe, have
made fortunes for the opportun-
ists who can spot the sex appeal of
an Ali MceGraw or realize the
greater market for a Rita Cool-
idge-Kris Kristofferson combo? So
what if it really worked.
Ilol]f'\rood created love and re-
rtedly, during the days of the

iz silver screen tyrants who ran
their studios and their stars with
an iron fist, dntmtcd loves that
were a threat for a budding star.

The love game is still played. In
recent television seasons, look
what crowds Sonny and Cher drew
with their husband-and-wife “true
love™ between a short Italian and
tall, skinny Indian.

hen zap — it ended, shows
were cancelled and a heart throb
fove was severed. Fans could only
turn to the magazines on the su-
permarket and drug store racks in
their surch for “What really hap-
pened to So a_and Cher?” *Was it
orer long ago?

w love?”
'l'he lhnll of it all will surely
pass along to another team of star-
city hun throbs. For the lonely,
ﬂle , the star-struck, Holly-
slp columnists and pho-
ers keep the heart throb
syndmme alive — and selling.

It nurtures myths

By CHRISTINE WALDEN
Matters of the heart are difficul
at best. Hard to get and even har-
der to maintain is that certain

heart throb that makes the worl

In fact, had their tacties been
used by those |ueh as Virginia
w lhndorSur t h
knows what

The existence ol Iove ?ur! de-

the one in whom love is to be

|l\l8l X .
who 7 a few hea.rt leaves, dried be-

{ore a fire, into dust and

and “Who's Cher's -

sprinkled on lhe clothing of & po-

tential sweetheart will make any
lndmdual mad about you, acco

in
q( all else mls, a glass o{ beer.

rosey ani ife a breeze. And if love seribed the ma wll formula to

doesn't conquer all, we at least try finding. con marrying

to conguer love. a mate. m {ollovinz
In that quest there have been lhou rules was qulu gmlb!
many success stories. eof vigorous as followi:

Windsor and his lad r lasted long mdAnnLlnd

after he bucked laws to take *“The Folklore of umnd

her hand. George Burns and Gra- lblp edited by Duncan Emrlch

cle Allen were hits not only in of myths by wi

humor but in m . And what fnrmum andhuzhu on

about the whimsica, inevitable white horses fourd love.

screen romance between

taire and Ginger Rogers .
mlaftch th} kept audiences and Tt
self going for years
But if duration is a measure of
Tove, there were also a great many
failures. 1'hase romances remem-
fondness, wm often
|hurt-hved though pass
Romeo and Juliet blew lt u!
whn grener love vu there
the young and innocent. Or
whn of l-ynnny Brice and Nick
Arnstein, a romance suddenly the
vietim of an ilatacked deck- *And

of u:uru there c love

Seott Fil tu!n d and
wda that not only destroyed itself
but the loven

Why on works and another
fails is nndetermlned On the
screen, unrequited or c love
brought mnnndmoneyundmm
2 two hour span, couples loved,
hated and loved again.

NOWADAYS THE trappings
of cou! ve been rem nnd
Imlom individuls play a
much hit-and-miss game. n‘
t time
0!‘ lurt-

Oeculonally l mnd comes up

Bu mm md women
found e'::. a bit easier md t!u
future more determined.

THE BOOK offers the answer
to the first step in love conquering:
who to conquer.

Simply, all 8 maiden must do is

band will appur before her.
< If that doesn't work, but there is

someone in mind, two appl

named for two beaux and pl

on the eyelids, can detenmnu 'l\o

to puruue Once seeds are secu g

in &ue. blink. The one that fal
ars the name of the husband-

It there are more than two men
on the horizon, take the following
steps, but only if you are lpen(ung
the night ina s m. (Pre-
sumably a nap would 'mrk since
the waking is more important than

the sleeping.)
Name fmxr corners of the room
eart. The first

corner you Iook at upon waking
will be named after the man you
will marry.

ONCE IT is established who
shalt be your mate, u can then
proeeteid to convince him of your
inten

Tlnl may be difficult, but there

m m
a raw white dove's
hun can hnf ‘While swallo

place your hmd on the shoulder

4

cider or |

obﬁeﬂ of your l!ﬂ’cnon and inm
ich a ground lmgernlil has

been placed, is said to be sure to

turin an unamorous individual into

ati

en may secure a girl's love by )

pulling a hair from her head.

TO D! INE the success
or mlun of a pulled hair or & raw

dove a:td, ants seem to be the
best meth
There is the traditional and still

used "Ha loves rne. he loves me
not” m tine Perterm on s daisy.
l"or lvm try the yarrow.up-

Pnck 2 lpric of yarrow, put the
stem up your nose and say
“Yarrow, yarrow if he loves me
andl Iove hc adrop of blood I wish
to see.” If blood appears, you are

lm
Marriage dates can also be a

rtbximtely determined, acco
ng to folklore. Runnlnf mund
the block witha monthl of wnnr
means you'll be m; the
year. So does falling n [ n.gm of
steps, the closer to t| o top, the
sooner the wedding. And pcciden-

tally stepping on a cat’s tail is said
not only to bring a screech but
wedding bells.

There are, of course, no histori-
e‘Ieh"mmhy!.h&l deed, it"l:l.lr&d]!:’b:!
sueh m; L1 ]

I|m that & dove's heart could lead

to lo
Bu! then as now, individuals
were willing to perform stunts,
follow formu
to e
someone’s affection.
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