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By JOAN WEAVER

*“We are walting for the black gradu-
ales 1o knock on our doors.” said
Charles F. Adams, corporaje exccu-
tive vice-president of D'Arcy. Mac-
Manus & Masius, “but by the nature
of its competitivencss, advertising
agencies cannot deal in tokenism and
quotas **

Adams was speaking to educators
from eleven universities and represen-
tatives from 12 ndvertising ngencies
at a recent seminar. al 'Arcy. Mac-
Manus & Masius in Bloomficld Hills.
devoled to fostering employment op-
portunities in advertising for minority
{roups,

In the day-long session, the 1wo
groups shared insights in their respee-
tiwe ficlds  Fducators were 1o gel 8
broader understanding of the real
needs in advertising, and agency rep-
resentatives an awareness of some of
the problems unique to minorily
groups s seen by the educators and
the minority

tn his opening remarks. Adams told
the academic community. “You are

THE_OBSERAVER & ECCENTRIC

Can minorities get ad jobs?
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where il all starts and we in advertis.
ing are where it ends in the evolution
of student to advertising employee.

“'Basically,” he said. “thc problem
ix this; we simply are not getting qual-
ificd spplicants on the professionat
level (rom minority candidates ™

Adams cited the statistics of minor-
ity employment supplicd by the Ameri-
can Association of Advertising
Agencies t4A’s), which state that on
the professional level the pereentage
of minority employees in advertising
in 1970 was 24 per cont. and re-
mained the same in 1974, “seemingly
frazen tike a price of merchandise
that comes under federal price con-
trols,” he sad

The percentage of munority employ-
coes in non-professional jobs has risen
in the tast four years and stands at 7.5
pereent

Adams said that about 1:3 of the
200,000 persons in the advertising bus-
ness work with agencies, and that
some 20,000 neweomers are attracted
annually 1o the advertising bisiness,
ftis estimated. he sand. (hat there are
ondy 800 to 1.000 ageney npemings cach
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CHARLES ADAMS
sear n the 5700 agencies an the
United  States.

IN HIS SURVEYS with other i
dustrns. Adams siud that he has
found an additienal problem in keep
g mipenty emplovees onee  they
have become an asset to the com
miny

Adarmy expressed the hope that the
<wrmnar would impress on the educa
tors the need to efcogage minaritics
to seeh carcers in advertisng and
that intern programs for minonties
would be started by the agencies that
have not already done <o,

We are faced with the tisk of at
tracting creative black students to our
business. Advertming needs the crea
tivity thal grows from the black cxpe-
nence.” Adams smd

John B. MeAlpine. vice president of
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March 10, 1978 at 8:00 o’clock. P.M.. Eastern Standard Time. in the Cauncil Cham-
Evergreen Road. Qty of Southlield, County of Oakland, Michigan. at
which time and place the Council will consider the lollowing proposed amend-
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The above described property being located on the east side of Berg Road between
Qvic Center Drive and the 1898 Service Drive, Section 21. City of Somthfield. Coun-
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manager lon at Young &
Rubtcam International. Inc . was the
moderator of the afternonn discussion
n which several agencies expressed
willingness to partieipate i eoopera
tve intern programs.

Tlowerer Caren L. Yaney  minonty
cnordinator . the Umversity of Mich
wan sad that black students often
cannot alford to tike non-paving 1n
tern programs durmg the summer
and must often take o paving job n
Mead

The real needs o advertisng
agencies revealed 1 the discusston
were for voung people with @ welt de
weloped sense of respornability and fol
k-through who would not be ap
palled at the amount of papersork in
volved and who would understand
that they canhot &ant at the top as
an actount exeeutive for inst - but
must nstead serwe an apprentieeship
to dearn how o patticular agenes does
business.

Oher suggesions brought up tor con
sderation included imating school
KTOUPS Lo VIS Renees sk soung
people working in agencies to speak
0 nunanty stixkents hecanse vouth
can refate T youth to simulate mter
estin advertivng, and having adver
tivimg penple teach conrses im advertin
ng at the unnersities

FAS general agreement be

1 e ators iind agenes represen
tatives That students often dan't know
spectfically. what they swant to do
anly that they want to be an adver
trang Kenneth Maceh ssastant dired
tor of earcer planming and plicement
Eastern Michigan Unnersity <
wk ol goals and direction 15 uni
versal problem that indicates the
meed for stronger career guidance

Most magors are selected out
sheer fright Macek sad

An informal pofl of the cducators re
wealed @ vers low indey of minonty
students whose goals were some as
peet of advertiang agenes emplov
ement

Lorn Cloeman counselor i ¢,
adviung and placement at Oakland
University, said that black sfudents
tend 1o seck ot aecupations where
they Feel wanted 1f he sees others
the role. then he knews he can do
that.”” Coleman says, “in advertising,
he doesn’t see anvane. so he doesnt
apply 16 he foels Hey, I'm wanted
there.” maybe he'll go there

Anather view 15 that the advertising
business 1s perecived by minorities as
an occupational area largely closed to
minonties,

James Bromley. dean of students at
Northwood  [rtitute suggested that
students should be reached at an ear-
lier tevel. in eighth and minth grade
thraugh inner ity high schoal coun

all groups.” saye John A.
Crusoe, associate dlru;nr of place.
ment at the University of Detrot
“blacks are less capable of knowing
about where the entry point s af
they're interested in a career in adver-
tising. White students have contacts
black students do not.”

Coinell Royal who is in recruitment

) Waller - Thompson, responded to
a request from McAlpine for a minor-
ty viewpoint. “1 could not look
around and- sce other blacks.” sad
Royal. who has boen in advertising
since 1968, *it affected me tremen-
dously. The important thing to me
was to have some outlet within the
corporation .samone wha would histen
to me.”

Royat said that the double tand was
that he felt he had to do cverything
hetter than his white counterpart. but
At the smac time. try to foruet that he
was black The assurance that he
cuuld do his own thing there. but that
he had to be able ta fit it into the con
text that was already there. was the
test advice he ever recaved. be sand

The different envirenment  from
which blacks grow. Roval sad. can
pve the business a breath of fresh e
though 1t's necessary to look at anan
dividual’s potential and the black
psyche with imagination instead of
measuring in traditional ways

Using skill trapsfor abilits Roval
ud you can ask what part of a per
son’s background (negativer ean be
transferred 1o work spositined that
will become m asset to the campany
He offered the example of a soung
man who had been nning fumbees
anegative use of “a great abibty with
mnumbers. Al we hod to do was direct
that abahty into other areas: Yo hate
o we imagmation m thes way b
<nd
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ALL MEALS INCLUDE:

o DELICIOUS HEARTHSTONE TOAST
o FRENCH FRIES or BAKED POTATO
o TOSSED GREEN SALAD or COLESLAW
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