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Laid-offteacherssay

board ignoresplight

By SUSAN AVERILL

Pink-slipped before last June and
still not rehiradl. 10 teachers-from the
Farmington scheal district are sub-
stiluting daily to keep one foot in the
schoal system Soon. they won't even
be able to do that

Because of Michigan's new
unemployment compensation law for
temporary workers. the school board
has adopted a policy to allow sub-
situtes 12 full weeks of work in the
district. After that. they will be called
only once a week. i that. to prevent
them (rom  attnining the 14 weeks'
work required for unemployment ben.
ofits.

THE 10 substituting (eachers are
pratesting the board's policy and call-
ing for o special consideration of their
plight

“we just don't think 1t's falr.” smd

" Nancy Klein, onc of the pinkshpped

teachers  We know those kids. we

know the schoal system and we're

more [amihar with the school build-

ings than any of the new subs would
be

Her feelings were echoed by Chris
Farriby. who left a job in Taylor 10
move to what she thought would be a
better district

“They hired us when there were a
1ot of applicants for the job. so they
had # wide range of choice in what
kind of quality they were getting You
might say we w hand-picked for
the job Bul now they're not even
going to lel us substitite

It sn't anly therr quality or famihar-
ity with Farmingten's school which
would make them more valuable to
the school distnet than other sub-
sttutes. they nsist bt also dedica
on,

“We haven't taken any days ofl At
least 1 know 1 haven't.” Margo Stock-
e said. 1 teel we aré dedicated. or
we'd gladly go down and collea
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wnemployment as Jaid off teachers.”
Evelyn Kaplan agreed

“OUR ACCOUNTANT told me we'd
be better off just to sit back and col-
leet unemplayment. I'd get more out
of that than | would out of a sub
stitute teaching job .not to mention
whit 1'd have to pay in gas.” she
said

The group hopes the board will
waive s policy. to altaw them to
work an a daily basis

“We've been told that there 1s some
kind of difference between a pink-
slipped teacher and a substitute 1'd
like to know what it is." Ms Klein
said

While substituting. each of the teach-
ers is paid $3 75 an hour, without ben-
cfits’ of any kind—the same rale any
other substitute would be paid  Yel
they have been asked to mark report
cards. something a subststute doesn't
ordinarily do. they said

They want us to assume prac-
ueally the full responsilities of a
regular teaeher © sad Chuck Leon-
ard. a former physical education
teacher who was asked to teach Span-
ish. “In onc of the penior high schools.
the principal informed me that [ had
tn mark the cards.”

MRS. FARRIBY. has wurked for six
weeks as a replacement for another
tracher who suffered o heart atiack
She has been paid the dfily substitute
rate. she said. though she has fulls
taken over the duties of the regutar
leacher

Fern Rott said the policy questioned
ber sntegrity as a ted

~The work is there We want to con-
linue subbing.” ~“We don’t want the
one-day-a-week and we don’t want the
unemployment compensation We
wint the privifege of baing able to
teach the kids*

We've almast lost our own 1denty
. Mes Stocker said “The Kids will
come up 1o vou and ask. Are vou a
real teacher™ The office people will
ask. Who are you today™

In order to keep a teaching certifi-
cate. the former teachers must al
least substitute on a regular basis
The current board policy, they main-
tuned  might mot allow them  ade.
quate mimber of days per year. and
thereby cost them their certilicates

Mrs Farnby snd she and her hus-
tand originally had bought property
in Farmington Hhils because of the-
reputation of the school district

AFTER TRYING to break into the
distnict as ateacher and finally being
tured three years later. she was
prompily pinkslipped. but told not tn
worry
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When the weather is cold, the best thing to do u'm? inside.
But when the temperature breaks upward for a day or two, a walk

down Nine Mile Road with your mother Is kinda fun. Sure, the

-

~When 1 talked to LeRoy Bartman
director of personncl) abow it, he
<aid not to worry because they had
never laid anyone off permanently.
and that 1'd probably be rehired by

October.

When they hadn’t been rebired by
December, the teachers went to Bart-
mat with o petition saying they would
waive all rights to unemployment ben-

cfits if the district would continue to .

at least let them sibstitute after Jan
1. 1975, when the new unemployment
benefits law went into effect. They
were refused the waiver

“Don’t gel us wrong. we're not
blaming Bartman because there s
nothing he can do about it It's the
law,”-Mrs  Famby said.

“We appreciate their feelings and
their action.” Bartman said

“Bul by law, you just can’t give up
your nights ~ -

Legislation to amend the bill where
substitutes are concerned s still pend-
g In the meantime, Rartman said
he plans to contact State Sen Danic!
S. Cooper (D-Dak Park) and State
Representative Wilbur V' ~Sandy™
Brotherton «R-Farmington ihils) to
see whal they’re doing about the situa-
tion

The school distnet is not bound by
contractual agreement to provide for
their pinkslipped teachers. but Bart.
man inststs it has 2 “moral resporsi
bitity” for them

As he sees it there are two sdu
tions. cither the amendment to the
original bill will pass and lake effect
immediately, or the school board
might reconsider ats poliey with e
spect to these particular teachers.

SHOULD the board decide *o re-
consider its policy tn favor of these
teachers. Bartman said it would sct a
troublesome  precedent,

i we decide to wave the policy for
these teachers. what happens af the
millage doesn’t jass. and we have to
lay off more teachers? By setting this
precedent, we could ond up paving a
it more in unemployment benefits,
he smd

The teachers sad they felt aban-
doned by the Farmington Education
Assocation (FEA

“It's like they (FEA and the board
of cducatins are washing their hands
of us.”" Mrs Stocker sud. “"No onc
feels they're really responsible for

us

Gerald Kaplan. counselor at Warner
Junior High School and president of
the FEA, said there was nathing the
teachers’ union cmld do

“Legally. the school board has
every right to lay off teachers with
proper motthication  There really 18
mthing we can do at this pant

snow Is dirty, and the mud is dirty, and the sky is dirty. But getting
a little dirty is part of the rite of winter. And just wait until spring
agg ali those mud puddies.... (Stalf photo by Gary Friedman)

Eerentric

Fifteen Cents

dd -,

4 P
R o e e

i
e

Smoldering remains

Fire Tuesday caused -5100.000-$200.000
damage to ¥end! Bullding Supphes. 22000 Gill
Road.-Farmington Hills. Owner Junior L. Fendt of
Farmington Hills said welders had been repairing
one of the firm's elevators earlier in the day The

Cra:g Newman)

By CORINNE ABATT -

FARMINGTON HILIS~The stu
dents who go thragh the double daors
of Bond Schaol. 31300 Thirteen Mile
Road. cach morming at 4 q.m. are &t
ferent {rom mat .

For onc thing. they re there bevase
they truly want to be For another
they range 10 aie from 19 to carhy

They carry their tooks notebooks
and bricfeases proudly  For them
these are ssmhnls of a better Lfe

All those who walk the halls of the
ld bwlding are in the high school
completion program offered by the
adult education divisioa of the Farm
ingtonpublic _schools.

Untal: recently. classes were held in
two portable classrooms beside Shia-
wassce Elementary School. Because
f the growing enrollment and expand-
ing curriculum. Don Howell. adult edu-
cation director.said. “We simply out-
grew the portables ™

A HANDFUL of people signed up
when the courses were first offered
wo years ago. Now, there are 30 and.
hopefully. there will be more next
fall.

~According to the 1966 Tahs re-
port.” Howel) said. “there are 8.000 in
the communily who havent [inished
high school. We'd like to have a hun-
dred next fall. and we could handle
20.
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fire 1s believed to have started then, he said.
Firemen from stations 1, 3 and 4 fought the blaze
fromé61to 8 p m There were no injunes. (Photo by

| Adult classes
| draw students

There s a special comradefie
Lmaryy people who are learmng be
« e they like 1t Mot of those in the
Farmugten program moet in the sec:
vad fnor Tounye for cuffee and conver-
satien before classes
Mary of the younger women in the
group have qust sad gondbye to therr
pre schoolers who are safely 1 a spe-
ctal nursery center oa the lower floor
of the buildimz

Mr. Kathteen Monfette. in her
early 2k, dries out every morning
from Detrot with daughter. Heather

(See ADULT, page 12

W ashington

sales featured
Besides Monday's closing of banks.

fpost_ offices and some municipal of-

fices, George Washington's birthday]
will also be observed this week by

1 pages In today's|
edition inform resders of Georgel
¥ Sales in Birming

ham.  Bloomfield  Hills, West
Bioomfield. Troy, Farmington, South
field, and 3
For the many employes who will be]
“work and wish to take
[of these sales, refer Lo that. festure of
today's Observer & 3
] .



