Suspected hit man
bound over after exam

By ROBERT KIFPER

OAKLAND COUNTY—The case of
the suspected Detrat hit man. which
attracted growing newspaper and tele
ention last week. moved nois
Ay to eiremt court Friday.

Chester W, Campbell the alleged
it man. was bound over 1o stand trial
i eircait court an all fonr of the
charges brought against him

48th District Court Judge Alice Gil
bert made the ruling after a dramatic
day-and-a-halt prehminary exam.
mation during which Campbell brus-
quely took the stand on his ewn behalf
and prosecution and defense attorneys
freely argued the case in and out of
the court room

Campbell. who was arrested by Or
chard Lake police Feb 6 after a
minor traffic aceident and who since
has been characlerized by police
saurces as a ired assasin for the De-
trait narcolics underworld. faces
three charges of carrying a concealed
weapon and a fourth charge of posses-
sion of heroin.

JUDGE GILBERT did reduce the
wnusually high 8§ million bond against
Campbel) to $100,000 per charge. How-
ever. Campbell's attorneys still ar-
pued that bond wits 100 high and
called Judge Gilbert's entire fuling
erroncous.” )

Claiming that Campbell had been il-
legally scarched by police and victi-
mized by damaging allegations in the
press. Campbell's attorneys vowed to
appeal their client's case until he is
freed

Campbell. who quicty stroked his
. beard when Judge Gilbert rend her
ruling, was otherwisc an outspoken
witsiess, Unlike most defendants. who
remain mute while their case is being
heard, Campbell froquently spoke and
was spoken to
While on the witness stand. Camp-
bell Invited Richard Thompson, assist-
ant Oakland County prasecutor, to con-
tinue drilling him with tough ques-
tlons. During court recesses. Camp-
tell often turned around to talk with
Hs fricnds in the audience.

ON AT least two occasions, Camp-
tell agreed Lo talk with reporters and,
without hostility in his voice, labeled
much of what they'd written as “gar-
bage' and insisted he was innocent.
Sometimes under his breath and often
openly, Campbel] ridiculed Thompson,
who had repeated to newsmen the alle-
gation that Campbell was a hit man.

“That.idiot over there,” Campbell
said, referring to Thompson. “He

calls me a hit man, | aaghta bt him
m the mouth.”

Speculation about Camphell's role
n the narcotics underworld often over-
shadowed the matters before Judge
Gatbert, which otstersably dealt only
with weapons and drug charges

ALMOST  DAILY vesw revelations
surfaced about Campbell and what
had been found i s automobile

Among the discovered items were
four guns tincluding a 45 enliber auto
matic pstol fourd. liaded and cocked.
on Campbell’s front seat and a sawed
off shotgun found in a locked attache
case in the trunk). packets of horomn,
S8.000 1n cash and fwo scts of false
dentification

What attracted the most attention
however. were 29 notetodks found in
Campbell's trunk In them were cram
med the names of law cnforcement of-
fiesals, newsmen and suspeeled vic
tims af executionstyle murders

According to one Delrat news
paper. at least 10 of the names in
Campbeil's notebooks were suspected
weims of drug-related executions

THE NOTEBOOKS also reportedly
listed the names and whereabouts of!
undercover police officers and many
of 1he secret wilnesses scheduled tn
appear in the upcorming narcotics con-
spiracy tewal involving the 10th (laver-
nois) Precinet in Detrait.

Alongside the names 1n the note
books were tetephone and automobile
license numbers. addresses and car
descriptions, and namcs of relatives.
Police also reportedly found photo-
graphs of police officials and under-
cover agenls

The publicty has also dctailed
Campbell's criminal background He
was convicted of second degree mur-
der in 1956 and spent 14 years in pris-
on. Between 1946 and 1950, he was con-
victed four times for burglary.

Detroit police have been seeking
Camphell for the past (wo years in
connection with the 10th Precinct
drug scandal. He was among the 28
persons indicted by a Wayne County
citizens” geand jury in that case

ACCORDING TO onc newspaper ac-
count Friday, investigators believe
Campbel! had a contract lo assassi-
nate the key witness in that 10th pre-
cinct case. Thea The name of Wiley
Reed, the star wilness, was found in
Campbell’s car and sources close to
the investigation believe the contract
to kill Reed was “let” in the summer
of 1972, according to that news ac-

count.
Throughou! the examination in dis-
trict court last week, Campbell insist-

.

od he didn’t it the eole of underworld
Killer. With news arteeles spread out
among his other papers on the de-
fense table. Campbel! moaned

‘Why do they <ay those things
about me”

How am 1 gonna hald my head up.
1 don't know how I'm gonna face
peaple ©

ASKED ON the witness stand why
he carried four guns in the car. Camp-
tell said the twn pistols were “for my

_ pratection’” and the firearms in the

tnmk “were Just there

When people been calling me the
mmes they been calling me. 1 need
them «the guns),” Campbell said.

Asked about the notebooks of
names. Campbell said they were
peaple he caught “lurking” around
«wme of the businesses he has owned
Palice say Campbel! is co-owner of a
Detruit a funcral home and a gas
station. bul Campbell was vague on
mrticulars

Campbell also tnsisted he used
many of the names 1n comection with
his work as a [reelance legal re-
searcher. o skill Campbell said he ac-
quired during tus years in prison.

Asked why the serial numbers were
drilled off one of his pistols—which is
usually done to aveid tracing a gun to
its owner—Campbell said the gun was
like that when he got it

Asked why he carried so much
money. Campbell asked. “Where is
the crime in that””

WHEN CAMPBELL wasn't answer-
ing allegations. he frequently offered
some of his own.

He signaled out two Detrait news-
paper reporters and said they “were
on his s--- list™ for printing the things
they did [l acesed Thompson of
“harassing”’ his friend Mary Wil
liams, an Orchard l.ake woman he fre-
quently visits at_her home on Com-
merce Lake Road. (Thampson said he
only questioned her.)

And Campbell blasted Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson. charging Hm with
cxploiting Campbell’s case for politi-
cal advantage.

“I'm a victim of Oakland County
politics.” Campbell said. “We ail
know Palterson's trying to further his
personal ambitions, but he’s not stick-
ing to the facts™
- Patterson. as well as former Detrait
police commissianer (now Oakland un-
dersheriff) John Nichols. were the
only Oakland County law enforcement
dficials identified as of Friday as
s fuded in Campbell's note-

§

The cause of a serious au-
tomobile accident late
Friday night in Farmingtin
is still under investigation
by the Farmington Public
Safety Department. The mis-
hap. which involved two ve-
hicles. closed Eight Mile
Road between Farmington
and Merriman roads. Two
persons, one male and one
female. were transported to
Botsford Hospital Farm.
ington Hills. according to po-
lice.
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