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Patterson excites GOP,

criticizes parole pol

" GRAND RAFPIDS~ Any Michigan
Republican who had never heard of L.
Brooks Patterson got a quick, loud in-
froduction at last weekend's GOP
state convention.

First, the overwhelming majority of |

the 1,300 delegates shouted through a
rules change 1o allow debate on the
Olkllnd County prosecuting at-
orncy's proposal to toughen parole
ﬂmdards in the state. s
Next, they gave Patterson a louder
ovatibn than even Gov. William Milli
ken or re-elected state chairman Wil-
liam McLaughlin received.

Then, after four speakers praised
Patterson's resolution, the convention
dispensed with a roquirement for a
roll call and loudly passed the resolu-
tion.
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L. BROOKS PATTERSON

PATTERSON'S WAS the only non-
Ieadership resalution presented (rom
the convention floor. And if dele gates
were eager to give Patterson that spe-

cinl privilege, Patierson made sure to

make the most of what was actually o
carelully-planned appeal for one of
his:favorite causes

Although Patterson continued to in-
sist his only immediate political goal
was to be reclected county prose-
cutor in 1976, he looked. sounded.
acted and was treated like a man
ready for promotion.

To the delight of delegates. Patter-
son offered his long standing criti:
cisms of statc. parole practices and
urged delegates o support his resolu-
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tion that persons convicted of violent
crimes mldntltnlmed from jait
wntil they ve served the minimum sen-
tence

. According to
have béen killed in the last 20 months
" in Oakjand County st the hands of

early " parolees. .
REPEATING A statement he's
made fumerous times locally. Patter-
son safd:
‘fe being raped. robbed and
the same grople over and
over again. it's time to stop the re-
volving door on our penal in-
stituions.” .

Patterson said the canvention re-
was personally gratifying and
was a|clear indication that citizens

wan something done about the early
releasel of potertially dangerous crimi-
nals.

Howgver. Patterson described - the
mare than a week's effort he put forth
to preplare the convention for his visit

and his cause

PATTERSON PERSONALLY
mailed| each of the delegates a four-
page brochure on the parote issve, at
his own expense. He visited cach dele-
gation fo plug his cause. And a giant
display| was prepared for the lobby of
the copvention hall. crammed with
newspaper headlines of parolees being
arrestad and convicted for brutal
crimes)

Patterson said he hoped his resolu-
tion wquld encourage state legislators
to support a bill spormored by State
Rep. Richard Fessler (R-24), of West
Bloom{jeld The bill would require the
minimym sentence restriction for pris:
aners.

Back|in his Pontiac office Tuesday.
Patterson was amused by the in
creased speculation he was sceking
higher pifice, tut he didn't deny it

I warnt to be reclected comty pros-
ecutor land to continue doing a good
job.” Patterson said “After that, 1
am prepared to keep my options
open,

“1l you do a good job.” he added,
~1 think you can go to the voters and
ask for a job with an.even greater
range fthan the county limits.” )

Paticrson-watchers think,the prose-
cutor i4 most intercsted in the 1978 Re-
publican nomination to try unseating
Frank Kelley as state attorney gener-
al,
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© PARAS: Mens and Ladies *
from $ 8°°
© STRETCH PANTS: Mens and Ladies

from 5500
o WARM-UP PANTS:
Mens and Ladies  from $10%
o SKI SUI"T;SOned and two
piece
ladies  from 3§
© SKI SWEATERS: Mens
and Ladies b l zm

o KIDS SKIWEAR:
30% off and
more!
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*til 9. Other days ‘til 8.
In Bloomfield Mon. thru Fri. 'l 9.
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Hundreds of Beautiful Styles to choose from
 Many floor samples reduced 50°%0
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A STEP UP 1O ELEGANCE

by PARKER of VIENNA

§ ‘The finest blend of wool and

two-ply baby Alpaca yarns are
fuhlf;ncd byy this world
rcnuwncd maker of knitwear
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hmdsome colors: ycllow, It;
blue, navy, white, red and
Jack,

HE BOARDROOM

1t looks like linen. Only you and H. Freeman know
it's not. When H. Freeman designed this sport coat
and slack ensemble, he chose a well behaved
f [ blend that looks like linen, but fends off wrinkles
B | a lot better. So the impeccable tailoring you begin
the day with is what you end the day with. The
sport coat is a natural shoulder style in soft-toned
plaid, and the slacks match the darkest shade in
the coat. The former is $160, the latter $55.

Exdusively in Somerset Mal




