Botstord Inn is chnxgan'éoldesl hotel

Botsford Inn is living history

By HY SHENKMAN

Want to take a restin lHenrs Ford's
chir” See o portran of a cardinal
plaving bilhards or sleep i Thomas
Fdison's bed” Stop at the Botsford
Inn in Farminton.

Its the aldest hotel i Michigan.

The hatel started as a farmers” and
drovers mn for shappers and cattle
men enrete to the Detroit Market
The 12 aere parevl of land was ac
qured by Henry Ford | n 1924

In 1951 the John N. Anhut family
who was aperating small hotels w De-
troit. purchased that estate The bus).
ness now s ran by their 3vear old
on Jfohn W

A graduite an law. he devotes full
time o the belel that a personnl
touch 1s i must 1o assure the success

o of 4 hintel busines, Anhut 1res 10 pre-

serve the early American garden ere
ated by Mes Henry l'ur(l the tullfet
fram General Lee's home and other
priceless dems to make sure the past
ol g

POINTING AT a large double faced
ratlway clock an the lobby entrance
he sard. It comes tromthe old New
York Central

Fifteen vears

age 3 customer

wave me a bad cheek instead of rem
bursing the cheek. he sent me that
clock IUs_hand caryed.
18 hand-made
brick with a bake-oven to the side On
the wall @ tramed photogeaph shows
prasperous Henry Ford 1in hus 505 sit
tingg on o chinr with.a hole in his shoe

A hand-carved bedroom set 80 vears
old. owned by the tather of the au
tomabile tndustry and made for
Thomas Edison, s proscerved at Bot.
stord lnn

A couple slept i that bed on their
honeymonn and raim on their anm
versaries lor satimental reasons
al Ford's possessions.  the

2 Swine music hax stilt
plays perforated maal dises i the by
g room A 96vearold chickening
pano which beloengs to General
Astor’s sister and & desk purported 1o
have been used by President Abra.
ham Lancatn alse pre boused in the
i

EVERY ROOM tus fire protection
spranklers He admits that the water
wnuld s much damage as fire but
the system pavs alf i a feehng of
secunty Exers room and lobby has a
Ty fireps .

A barn which housed oxen was
turned into an attractive party room
with eolored glass windows and a sky
hight

Anather diming room for specialty
ooking s being bult

The Botsford Inn personnel are re
decorating for the bieentennial with
new wallpapsr  drapes and bed
spreads

“We sull use the organal loors. We
serub and wash them We have maid
serviee but no bell boys If needed T
carry the baggage for the custom
ers T Anhut s

“Our guests are courteons appre
cntive and eespoct s priceless hrs
torical objpects. In 25 years 1 dont
thtnk | had to ask ot two eustomens.

“YOU KNOW, 4 few dnnks can
change 2 personality. The few who be
ome nasty or mean must be weeded
ot to preserve peace and quiet for
the many guests inng ta enjos thar
stay

Anhut speaks about the challenge
coming from the mshroomng of new
hotels and matels

“Some chain hotels built places

whee v lobby evers toom Jooks
alike. h\-l we have 1o offer vane

W

B oand fasenation for our v'uxlnm(/r\

Taxes may widen roads
to Pontiac’s new stadium

ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND  COUNTY—Three-quar
ters of a millon dallars 0 county
funds may be spent for 2 read-widen-
g project to handle tradhic from the
soon-lo-be-completed Pontiac football
stadium

In addition. five representatives of
the Oakland County Rnad Commission
will fly to Washington. D C-this week
to seck up 10§35 millon i federal
funds for other road tmprovement
projects related to the new stadium.

If approved. the cnst of the road
projeets will almost cqual the cost of
the stadium itsell | $41 myllion

The Oity of Pontiac maght pay for
part of the propased road work but
the Pontiac Stadium Building Author-
nty. which operates as a public corpo-
ration on o tax-free basis, would be re.
quired to pay nothing

OPPONENTS OF the cantroversial
standium project have long feared that
1ax dollars ultimately would be used
to expand county raads for the ex.
pected increase in tralfic brought on
by the stadium However, just last
week. with less than six months re
maining before the scheduled opening
of the stadium. county officials began
in earnest 1o scek public funds for the
road work.

A resolution was introduced (o the
county board of commissioners that it
npprove $250.000 to help widen a
siretch of Opdyke Road dircctly in
front of the stadium

According to that rmlul!on. the
Oakland County Road Commission
would contribute $500.000 of ks funds
to the Opdyke widening and another
public unit. concelvably the City of
Pontiac. would contribute the balance
of what would be a $1 million project.

* The $1 million would be used to
widen one mile of Opdyke Road, be
Lween the stadium and M-59. Its cur-

[}

M two Lines waeuld become five

TUE RESOLUTION, which wil)
tace suff oppasition from several coun-
ty commissioners will be considered
in commitiee during the next two
wreks.

It was introduced by (ommissioner
Richard K. Wilcox (R-1). of Orton
slle. who alse has served as a mem.
ber of the Pontiac Stadium Building
Authority since 1972

Wilcox saw oo conflict in his mak-
ing the resolution On the contrary. he
said that being a member of the sta-
diumn autherity put him in the best po-
sition to understand the traffic prob
lems to be expected near the stadium

While Wilcox's resolution was co-
sponsored by two Pontiac-arca com-
missioncrs, commissioners represent-
ing arcas farther away from Pontiac
appeared less enthusiastic

Many commissioners said they want-
ed more information before deciding
how to vote on the proposal while sev-
cral were instantly opposed to using
badly-needed county funds to aid what
they considered a profit-seeking pri-
vate enterprise vemture -

o

THE RESOLUTION comes when
bath the county board of commission-
crs and the road commission face
tough budget year.

Growing wellare demands have

cramped an already tight-belted coun-
ty budget. The road commission has
curtailed several programs and in-
troduced a series of austerily measur-
es because of dwindling revenues this
oar. .

¢ However. road commission officials
and othcr proponents insist thal Op-
dyke has badly needed widmlng for a
number of ycars. The stadium, which
will dlunrge 15.000 awtomobiles and
more than 400 buses from its Nw
events. will only Incremse an already

cungested trafhe stwition on (pdyke
they argue

County  Exceutive Daniel Murphy
has lent his support to freeing: §250 000
from the county budget surplus for
the project. but enly 1f alternate fund.
ing xources cannot be tapped

IT IS A scarch of allernate funding
15 taking five representatives of the
county road commission 10 Washing:
ton. D C . Tuesday and Wednesday.

Al the very least. the road officials
hape 10 get enough federal funding to
aay for the widening of Opdyke.
which would eliminate the necessity
of using county funds

However. road officials hope as
much as §35 million can be pried
loose to upgrade stretches of at Jeast
five other county roads and two state
highways that lead to or from the new
stadium

ALL THREE county road commis-
sioners. the county highway cngincer
and the executive director of the road
commission will make the two-day
trip at public expense.

Last yecar the rnad commission
made a study which showed that §33-
35 million would be needed to best pre
pare nearby roads for the Fontiac sta-
dum traffic

The study called for upgrading
parts of the M-59 and 75 ex-

.pressways and widening parts of

Adams. Auburn Featherstone and
University roads. It also advocated
widening a second phase of Opdyke.
Moving ahead on any of these addi-
tional road projects will depend entire-
Iy on whether federal funds are made
available. according to John Grubba,
executive director of the road commis-

l&nl Tevel, however, getting fund-
ing for any or much of the §35 miltion
project could be difficult.

- .

he cconomic pinch at the |

Our business iy successtul beease o
wur porsonalized service sind the wide
range of aetnates and affines

Anhut <« mather and tather 81 and
41 respectively fnae ewght months i
Flonida and four maonths i Michiian.
He preserses m apartment for them
1 part*ut the Batsford Inn

Hundreds of - pictures including
haby portrints fanuly ogtings and get
togethers. watness the ife the Anhuts
e enpmed

Antiat shares tus warmth with his
pang guests. As they leave  he
shakes hands e inutes them back

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

OBITUARIES

GRIFFITH OWEN HUGHES

Mr Hughes. 8. died Feb 1, 1375 at
Mt Carmel Mercy Hospital in De-
troit. He was born in Wales

He was formerly a shipping clerk
for Deteoit Controls

Surviving arc son Jaseph Earl of
Cnion Lake daughter Mrs  Harry
(Marte) Turner of Farmungton. s
ters Mrs Flora Owens of Ohio and
Mrs Harry 1Alicer of Livomia, five
grandchildren and 18 great-grand.
children,

Services were Feb 5 at St Alexan
der’s Catholic Church in Farmington
with burial at 8. Hedwig Cemetery in
Dearborn Hgts

Funeral arrangements were by the
Heeney Sundquist Funeral Ilme 10
Farmmgin

GIUSEPPE PALIZZI

Mr Palizzn 80 of Livonsa died Feb.
101955 at St Marv's Hospital 1 La-
wma He was born an Italy

An assembly hine worker for Chryx
ler's Plymouth Plant he retired after
2 years. He was a member of U Ger-
ald's Cathalic Church of Farmington
and a World War | Army seteran who
was engaged i hattles ot S e see
tor St Mihiel ffensive and Puvenell
ector,

Suriving are widow Olga Ofela
«n Rudy of West Bloamficld Town-
ship dawghter-n law Jenmne of West
Blomticld Townshp. brither Pat of
Dearborn Heghts and 1w grand
hildren

Serviees were Feb 13 at S Ger
iid s Cathohie (hurch of Farmirgton
with burial at Holy Sepulchre Ceme
tery in Southbeid.

Arrangemints were by Heeney-San
dquit Funeral Home of Farmington

VMARIE ELIZARETH! MORRIS
5 ol Southfield did
Feb 475 at Providence Hospita!
m Southticld She was born in Lan
wng

Formeriy of Howell she had boen o
rident of Southield for two years
and wan a clerical worker for Mich
1an State Univeraty for two years
raving are widower Henry  sons
I‘nnrk S Wate of Novi Kennth €
Wate of Hiwell Douelas of Missoury
driahters M Ionald Jans Kidd o
Bowell Mry Bussell -Carols MeNy
mara ab Traverse Gty My VLR
Sallve Redich of Watertord, Mrs
Carl (Faelin: Carpenter of Clackstos
Ruth K Aliforna and Doty
o Calforni

Ao surveang are brothers Farl
Pratt of Traverse Oty Willum Pratt
ol Lansing sister M George (Dons

ot o

Hoeflinger of Arimna and 14 mnd
children

Services were Feb 15 at l'nnlk\
Fpiscopal Chorch in Farmington with
bunal at Oakland Hitl Memoriat Gar
dens in Nowi,

Arrangements were ty Heeney
Sundquist Funeral llome rmn
ngton -

DOROTHY J. PLACE
Mrs Place. 57 of Southte-ld dicd
Feb 14.-1975. a1 Wasne Country bh
trnt Genersl Hospital She wins l»'—n
n Detrmt
A hfetime readent of the lkmm

area. she was presufent ol the
Women's City (ub o Detnwr and
Viee-President of  Harper 1hspital

Auxilliars  She was a member of the
Colontal Club and the Eastern Star
Suraving are widmer Fdwn o
Edwin. Je. of Orchard Like durthnn
Mrs Deamis tRarbarss Datilmann o
Ann Arbor brother Donatd MeElen

of Farmington and seves surand
children

Servies were Feb 37 Frasslan
Community Church in Franktin with

bunat at A
Birmingham

1w Park Cennten

Cities prepare
for Bicentennial
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rain-topper:
it looks

with a man from spring

In

$65.

@ree@h

almost too good'
to be practical.

A coat by RAINFAIR that moves

to sunny Sunday momings, with-
out missing a beat. It's comfort-
ably lightweight in texturized
polyester gabardine. so it's
never bulkky over a suil. With
lots of extras like: easy-fit
split” shoulder, slash pockets
and buckie strap sleeves. In
beige. Regular and long sizes,
Men's Outerwear.
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