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Harrison's wrestling toam,

The Pain of it all

Not overything has been fun and roses for Farmington

It wasn't a disappointing season,

dospite Harrison’s third place finish in the Waestern: Six
conference, and the future ooks a lot brighter than this wrestler

would expect. Most of this. years squad were sophomores, and

Coach 8ill Pratt can hardly wait until the d

homore

iy 50p!
‘wrestiers become senlor - wrestiers. (Suﬂ photo by Gary

Frgedman)

Make room for the metrics

BBy SUSAN AVERILL

FARMINGTON~II you think you ve
got problems with higher nith now
Just wast Next year your child watl be
caleulating in metries,

A ftew teachers in Farmington are
vetting the Jump on a state law which
requires, sehool districts (o begin
teaching metries at the elementary
level n 1976

Noo math books with: metries are
avitable st the teachers hine
rommandeered the fes metric
struments parchased by farsighted ad
miustritors with Tithe 1 funds They
also used ingemuty Lo develop games
and measuring instruments designed
10 help dovelop conceptunl {rime

eir students,
lourth grade teacher
at larkstire Elementary School 18
e ol these teachens,

In he muddle of his classroom
sands a table heaped with games.
toys and  measuring nstruments,
Each is in metnes. and hoas de
signed to give i working. visual con-
cept of that measuring system

THERE ARE o Enghsh measuring
devices i sight Each dld's ruler
carefully taped 1o ab only s met
rie side Nooconversion s allowed

“We don? want them to convert, it
might .confase them © Place explain
ed. Besides confusing them, it would
also encourage n hingening depend-
ence on the English system of tnehes
and feet. something Place would like
to aveid. Students cxercise their
minds with games made especially
for them by Kathy Denning. another
Larkshire teacher

Twa of the games resemble Monopo-
ly. with a start and o finish and
squares in between. some of which in-
struct the player to “pick a card from
the deck™ or “measure line “M" and
move ahend thal many spaces.”

Line "M’ is onc¢ of several line of

“ various lengths which are drawn out-
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side of the spaces. Students measure
the hnes i centameters tems 10N
s sy centimelers the plaver wlt
move either six forward or back, as
the card instets lam

ANOTHER GAME 1 wimilar to gin
nimmy. Students erther try to match
therr apponent’s discard. or find what
it equats among the cards intherr
own hand, A card of 1000 cutie ml.
limeters  ommy might be matched
with one cubte centimeter. for ex
ample

For some weights and heights in

metrics came as a shock. Place said
some students step on the scale. look
at theif weight in kitograms ikg) and
look up at him expectantly.

“What do we really weigh®” they
ask

1t 1akes a while for Place to explain
that although the number is different
than what registers on the scale at
home. it is indeed therr real weight

The students have a handmade cali-
per ta measgre the width of solid ob-

Jects hike heads. bottles and basket-+

batls and a trundle whed which clicks

off meters when wheeled across the
oom.
Thumbs and paper clips serve as
measuring instuments when nothing
else 15 readily available, Place said.
The width of a child's thumb is usual-
Iy roughly cquivalent to one centime-
ter and the edge of a paper clip meas.
ures a fair millimeter. he explained
The only drawback 1o the problem
1s frustrated parents. Place said.
“They feel kind of funny becatuse
they can't help their kids at home.”
he said

He comes out of his shell

By CORINNE ABATT

FARMINGTON HIL!
Ted Striewskr  populanly knu\m n
art aarcles as “the o nan.” is oo
toager ha hlm.lhﬂw colorful, charm-
mg embryos

Lake many an artist who moves
from one period b another, Stniewskn
has moved from dus o period 1o an-
other, as yel unnamed

The artist. member of the fine arts
facully of Oakland Community Col-
luge. Orchard Ridge campus, is » mas-
ter of tnking common place things
and. through arrangement and in-
novative techniques. giving them new
perspectives.

e 1s fascinated by charts. so in
many of his works. the items are ar-
ranged by number or in unlikely se-
quence

The cgg period was born when he
was experimenting with epoxy resins.
pouring them on to a Mot framed sur-
face. creating landscapes and fig:
urative works, Striewski's daughter.
Bambi, Michigan Siate University
freshman, tooked at one of the land-
scapes and remarked that one of the
clouds looked like an egg

A
Scalplor

STRIEWSKI SAID that until that
moment in 1970, 1 had no particular
focus, in content or theme."

Since then, eggs. in the shell or o,
hardboiled, soft boiled. sunny side up
and over ensy. caplured the artist's at-
tention.

“The resin tod a remarkable ability

o capture the look of an cgg.” be
sald. 1 was locking for a way to
focus my energics, and the cgg seem-
od o fit."

Because he'is a sculptor rather than
& pairker, the pleces, though (ramed
for hanging. are three dimensional.

In varying degrees. the artist's
sense of humer is peesent in the 100
egg pieces he did. mes it is sub-
tley coddled in the- arrangement of

the eggts on the chart. other imes 1t
cracks into the viewer's senses with a
whack

The piece hanging in the living
room of the Stnewski bome on Rar.
bados 15 two oversize sunny side up
exps with the words <2 epgs™ under-
neath”

THIS EXEMPLIFIES the com-
ination of flowey quality and hard
odge letters be Likes.

“The cgg has been used in an for
centuries, but 1 like to think of myself
as the first to get into the cgg.”” he
said

It was the cgg which whetted the ap-
petites of collectors for Striewski's
work; displayed by Shelly Ross at the
now defunct Middle Earth Gallery.
Bill Leonard. then director of the J.
L. Hudson Gallery immediately re-
sponded to the ¢gg ant and Striewski
joined his regular artists.

The eges won regional and national
awards, and are included in many rec-
ognized private collections.

Perhaps the greatest reward to the
artist is the response which the eggs
evoke in viewers—laughter and ob-
vious enjoyment of what Striewski
terms “'the absurbity of the whole
thing.”

BUT NOW. the cggs. cxplored from
cvery possible angle. even the ob-
scene, have been gaced on the back
burner replaced by a fascinating with
old photographs and tintypes.

The work with old photographs, the
artist says. “is the very beginning of
anuelnd 1 don't know where it's
goma lead.”

One of the first in the new stage is
the “Female Time Distortion Chart™
in which a series of pictures of Victo-
rizn era women are mounted under
cast polyesier resin ground into

. The photographs change with
the Anale of vision offering a kaleido-

scope view of the face reminiscent of
fun house mirror room.

In process in the studio is the ~Old
Lattle Girl Parts Chant,” which will in-

clude plexiglass cut to the shape of .

the child in the old photograph. paint-
ing on the reverse Sde of the plexig-
lass with the subject of the photo-
g'xph dismembered and reassembled

“Collecting old phﬂlagnpfu has pro-
duced a morbid fascination in me
with the mortality of man. Time stops
when a photograph is taken.™
Striewski said

WHILE HE says he.ts “pretty much
committed to working with plastics.”
be began. using canvas as a medium
when plastics were difficult to obtain
last year. One of the canvas pieces
won best of show at a Wayne State
University exhibit recently.

He also is making furniture such as
coffee tables ane looks like slabs of
slate, but is made from Styrofcam
covered with clay. Plaster was poured
over the clay for thé mold, and the
surface made with a built-up of fiber-
glass ground down and colored.

Stricwski is now on a semester sab-
batical from his teaching. He and his
wife. Gloria, soon will leave for a
five-week tour of European art cen-
ters.

Admitting that New York Gty Is
now the center of world art, he is still
anzious to see what is happening
abroad.

**As far as 1 cmn tell, there is no
single trend in modern art. It is splin-
tering in all directions, and there is
o one major school of art that we
aré aware of.” K

HE LOOKS upon the European
much the same way he does life lh
the same. mixture of -humor, solem-
nity and curiasity which characterize
his work.

(See ARTIST, page 2}
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Board

mulls

hold-the-line

By SUSAN AVERILL

FARMINGTON—As any geometry
book will tell you. something cesting
an three points is more stable and s
cure than on any other number of
points  Unfortunately for the Farm-
ington school board. that rule doesn't
hold true when it's next year's budget
is_1n the balance,

Three atternative budgets presented
to the board Tuesday night were mold-
«od around three different income vari
ables. Beside the $129.000 reduction al-
ready made in state aid. Business
Manager William Prisk warned that
set another cut may be made. this
time  $260.000.

The only bright spot was a possible
additional $200000 in state aid. but
even that is uncertain. Prisk said

FIRST PRESENTED was an auste-
nty budget which will be wsed in the
cvent of millage failure The further re-
duction of state 2id was not taken into
account. although the additional reve-
me was added into the figuring 1t
was all done with a nate of caution.
however, which induced Prisk to “as-
tensk™ atems which may have to be
removed.should the expected revenve
not be forthcoming. -

Included in the austenty budget for
elementary schools was the retention
of an an consultant, 3 vocal music
consyltant. and seven reading consult-
ants.lt also- provided for a reduced
mmber of office employes. less ex-
|rndmxn for replacement textbooks

and a more equitable division of the
expenditure-per-student allowance be-
tween the elementary and secondary
levels

With the austerity budget. sccond
ary schools would keep three adminis-
trative assistants. three teachers, and
four reading specialists Extra-
currrcular activities (the B-1 sched-
uler would be reduced. as would test-
INg programs. tramsportation expendi-
tures and the number of office employ-
s

Graduation would be rescheduled

from Ford Auwditorium to the high-

school gymnasiums and avditoriums.

Additional items included increased
employe fringe benefrts, but did not in-
clude the restoration of the class day
from five to six hours, an omission
which incensed some board members

William Corliss. vice president of
the board. said the loss might lead to
the 1ass of high school accreditation,
which would hamper students tnying
10 enter a university

“1 find this budget tofally unstisfac-

tight budgets

tory. We won't have accredited
schools. but we will have a football
team.” he said

Farmington high schools are cur-
rently accredited by the North Cen-
tral Association. which stipulates a
six-hour class day as onc of its min-
imym requirements. Any substandard
requirement will result in 3 one-year
warning period. The school will be de-
nied accreditation if the situation is
mt corrected

School admunistrators did not view
the problem as seriously.

“ACCREDITATION s just an in-
dication to the universitites that cer-
tain standards are being met.” said
Lewis Schulman. assistant  superin-
tendent of secundary education.

If Farmington schools lose their ac-
creditation. they might have trouble
getting into prestigious eastern univer-
sities. but it will make no difference
i Michigan. ‘he saud

‘Considering the cirumstances. 1
think we can stretch the North Cen-
tral warning to two or three years
But if not. the trouble will come when
students apply to colleges that are not
in the state. and who don't know what
the school system’s standards are and
what the grades mean.” Schulman
said.

Gary lichtman. president of the
board, said he viewed the reduction of
the school day as a one-year, stop-gap
measure.

With criticism leveled at the mainte-
rance of the B-1 schedule, several ad-
ministrative and dfice employes and
the continued reduct'on of the schod
day. Prisk defended his program
saying it was designed to give the stu-
dents a well-rounded” education.

Corliss was also concerned that the
reduction would allow the students to
acquire 2 maximum of 15 credits,
when 14 are required for graduation.

““This budget. ladies and gentlemen.
is tnconceivable One mistake. one fail-
ure. and our students are on the line.”
he said.

Trustee Ann Rodewig suggested the
climination of the physical education
requirements to -allow mote academ-
ically oriented students to take advan-
tage of the extra hour

Alrcady i cffect 1 the option for
the student who would normally take
tus physical education classes, during
ninth and 10th grades to take them
during tith and 12th. Schulman said.

“Usually the students take at least
one year during runth grade. but there

is no reason they could defer it until
their senior year.”

he said.



