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By CORINNE ABATT
\

FARMINGTON—As the bulldozers
begin 10 clear the undeveloped land
for construction. there's often a group
of Farmingten arca naturalists just a
step or two ahead.

Clad in hiking clothes, buckets in
hand. they are ready to clear the wild-
flowers fram the path of the carth
movers

Mrs. Robert Douglass of Farme
inglon 11ills. president of the Farm-
ington Arca Naturalists. vividly re-
calls the bucket brigade formed on
the spur of the moment to save a
targe patch of Red Trillium from cer-
tain death a year or so ago

“We were owt there digging like
mad to beat the bulldozers. There
were just acres and acres of Red Tril-
flium— it's really mare maroon in
color— off Novi Road

~We carried the pails of plants a
mile or more out through the woods—
and that's pretty heavy work.™

She explains thefe are some 16 spe-
cies ol wildflowers protected by state
faw. Flowers such as Trailing Ar-
butus. Birdlool Violet. American
Lotus. Flowering Dogwood. Qlimbing
Bittersweet and Michigan Holly may
ot be picked and only transplanted to
gardens when in jeopardy and destruc-
tion is’ iminent

1t is also appropiate to get the per-
mission of the property owner before
sctling forth. bucket in hand.

Enjoyment of the outdoors is really
the moving force betind the group
which meets monthly at the Farm-
ington Community Certer. usually on
the fourth Monday of the month

‘They welcome all who are inter-
ested in some aspect of nature. and
Mrs  Doublass stresses newcomers
don't have to be experts or highly edu-
cated in the field. .

“Yau don’t have to be very knowl-
cdgeable—just come. enjoy and
lcarn,” she said.

For instance, at the meeting at 8
pm. Monday. March 24. the progrom
will be on mushrooms and ather wild
edibles.” In April. the group plans to
discuss threats to the eco system.
This involves the inter-relationship of
clements of the environment and con-
cerns such as. the Freon problem.

Ficld trips to wildflower and fern
gardens are being plarmed for May
and June as well & a search and cook-
ing party for wild foods.

Usually. 30 attend. and meetings
are planoed so children can be inclod-
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few people with like mterests together
about five years ago

He called Hartey Thornton. 3 pro-
fessional naturalist. Betty Frankel. na-
ture writer. and Neil Travis together
and the nucleus of the present group
was formed

“It is a fascinating hobby.” she
s2id. ““and 1 do think the people in the
Farmington arca are lucky~most chil-

. dren have acqess m.,mnm. open

areas streams.
The Farmington Area Naturalists
are not a militant or lobby group

Yet. sometimes they question what
will happen as the development of the
open land continues and whether
those areas left natural will be pre-
served in their_original form or will
be subject to artificial treatment
which can upset the balance of na-
ture.

But. as long as there are open
lands, beech and maple forests. birds.
wildflowers. and fossils. there will be
a group of dedicated people in the
Farmington area thoroughly enjoying
the beauty
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