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By MILLICENT WORRELL
More help for troubled youth
fas come to Birmingham, thanks
to six area churches and a young
man who “doem t krow where he's
going .
Jeft Crosby, m nlb hlmulf 0y
*“community youth worker.” He
works in an office at the First
Preshyterian Church which, along
with Northbrook Prubylenun,
immud a “ministry of reconcilia-
tion” program that “shows the love
of Christ through support and car-
ing rnther than direct eungellz-
ing.” Counseling youth in need is
an intrinsic part of the project.
Recently graduated from the
College of Wooster, Crosby and his
wife, Beth, came to Birmingham
last Segumber intent on “helping
At Wooster, Jeff had met
now in the semi-

Turn, who had been commu-
mt) youth workers at First Pres-
byterian Church.

Their work, which focused on
preventive measures rather than
crisis response, also emphasized

board, and they know what

(c][l;me is eonf?n they
y Qupport m work (he

church h h! ’

gelieal { netion to minkm e

need wygwn t the guarantee of re-

turn. .

ms TYPICAL day usually in-
cludes visits to Groves and Sea-
holm High Schools, where he chats
with students. Al his sched-
ule is flexible, he regularly assists
the heaith class teacher at West
Maple Junior High on Thursday.

e focus there is on mental and
social health.

Crosby’s j sports shirt and
semi-long hair, all of which servea

purpose iz his relationship with
youngsters, belie a sensitivity and
depth of nhng usually reserved
for those much

He telisof a yonn| pregnant
girl whom he referred to an
.f! o{ n troubled 11-year-

d for whom. ﬂ ayed the part of

“big hrMher e spoke about
three youths who called him from
jail at 4:30 a.m. asking for he

personal
which appealed to Crosby.

FROM AN unstructured begin-

consisting of casual visits to

lr s and recreation areas and

nmr and senjor hlqh schools,
by has 8 n breaking

thmu barriers of indlﬂmby

offering gengine concern and &

e:lm quiet

the role of -uwonlve

frien nﬁ perates with & “soft
sell; I'm nlllnl my {riendship™

He has never met with belliger-
ance. “Coolness, yet. But I do not
push mynell l do not pnnelyuu

and the court trials
whm he mmrmed youngsters,
acting as theis

There was a night spent with a
)ounf man threatening suicide,
alonely g

sitting vnh & runaway,
ing or merely formml simple
riendships.

A “RESOURCE PERSON,”
ge works tl?;lva“h U-"{I‘urn,
:nttuary e Yellow Fioyse
n and Hot o

the dm‘ or mb:tnu abuse”
signif-

mlbothin,.

ive and fol-

~ Churches sponsor help for troubled youth

Avs quon between youths,

paren ul
cies, his personal nlltiomﬁ‘l
hate led to a mutual trust that h

his most precious tool. The urgent’

need of . he believes, is for
more pnenu to “take 8 step in
np!nin( lines of communieation by
acknowledging their own human-
ness. This will in turn create a mu-
tual flow of constructive criticism
and eventually basie talk which
may lead to decision-making.”

Suspon for his program has
broadened to include four more
area churches: Kirk in the Hills,
First United Methodist, Birming-

ham tional and St. James
e dag

ion to encom|
the uRimate

Further ex;
other faiths

) the wuiding ‘council, which
inced that “outreach to

Koung people from the Bmmﬂ
am area has only begun t
scratch the surface.”

Crosby doesn’t know where he’
going because he is content in i
current service. He may d
study for the mlnmty. not thy
“traditional kind, but rather th
type that eolncxdcl with what [’
doing now.” Or he may go to h
school or teach college.

But right now he plans to re-
main on 24-hour call for those whb
need him. He may be reached bz
phone at First Presbyteria
Chureh or at his honre.
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grief. When

low-up
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A ‘visitation’ or ‘calling hoors’ during a fu-
neral permit the family and friends to gather
in the presence of the viewable body to ex-
press their feelmp about the deceased. When
a survivor is by himself, he is alone in his

grief is
most to the mental heaith of the bereaved.

Respectfully,

(Rerry 90500
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READING ROOM — 355 East Mapié - 644-7935
Open Mon. & Tues., 9:30-5:30 & 7-9, Wed. & Sat. 9:30-5.30; ‘ .
Thurs. & Fri.9:30-9:00 :

READING ROOM - in Pine Lake al - 851.7740
Orchard Lake Rd. at Lone Pine Rd.
Oow Mon_ Tues., Wed.,Sat. 9:30-6:00; Thurs. B Fri, 9:30-9:001
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CHILD CARE ROOM Sunday 10:15 AM. — Wed. 8:00P M




