13, 1978

editorial opinion

‘Look what we’re up to now’

The 1975 Farmington Founders Festi-
val will have to overcome the memory of
last year's successful Sesquicentennial
and the 1976 Bicentennial to attract resi-
dents interest,

But the committee which steers the
Festival has a good idea which will bal-
ance the historical themes of 1974 and
1976. The 1975 theme is **Look what we're
up to now."

The 1975 Founders Festival
stress the progressive aspects of Farm-
ington, to let residents and those who
come to the area for the festival what's
available in the Farmington area.

The main ingredients of the Festival
will be similar to other successes. The pi-
geon race on July 17 will kick off the pre-
liminary activities, with official events be-
ginning July 23 with the queen contest.

Other features carried over from pre-
vious successful festivals will be the
Jaycee rodeo on July 25 and 26. and the
parade on July 2. An expanded version
of last year's “‘Sunday in the park™ also
will be featured.

Under discussion for this year's festi-

will .

val is several days of events in shopping
areas outside downtown Farmington.
Committee members are investigating
scheduled appearances of the showmo-
bile, with continuous entertainment.
around the community.

The Festival committee has plans
and ideas enough for a couple weeks’
worth of events but needs one vital in-
gredient from the community-—participa-
tion, either through donations of time or

money.

The Festival is sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce

ministrator of the festival. General chair-
man is Peter Prokop. Pat Fallon is first
vice chairman and Bob Devyak is second
vice chairman.

Other committee leaders are: Pat
Smith, Sunday in the park; Dan Green-
berg. publicity: Hildi Zetek. queen con-
test; Rae Rockafellow. executive secre-
tary: Leon Serdynski. treasurer. Gerald
Potter, board chairman: Charles Wil
liams, finance chairman; Betti Hufl. pa-
rade chairman: and Bob Beauchamp. ad-
visor.

Make grants go the farthest

Farmington Hills city government
can help hundreds of residents of the
southeast section of the city by investing
$600.000 in federal grants in storm and
sanitary sewers in the area.

A federal community development
grant program. aimed at helping low-in-
come persons and improving low-income
areas, will give Farmington Hills $600,000
over the next three years.

h

make the southeastern area a natural
place to put the money. It will be a vis-
ible effort to make sure that residents of
the area have services equal to other
those offered other residents.

Storm and sanitary sewer devel-

. Ed Lane is ad- .

The depression deathwish
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Wylie Gerdes writes

opment may not be the most gl
way to spend the money, but those im-
provements are important to the health of
the present residents and will insure fu-

Spending the money in the
section is better than trying for programs
over the whole city. There is a vast differ-
ence in soci ic levels b dif-
ferent parts of the city. and the southeast
section has more low income residents
than any other area. .

The concentration of senior citizens
on fixed incomes and other groups hit
hard by the country's economic problems

ture r pment
City officials commented all the usual

- public improvemenspaving. water and

sewers-would cost more than §$12 million
to install in the parts of southeast Farm-
ington Hills which are without them. The
limited money available will go the far-
thest when invested in the most basic im-
provements.

Agile in discrimination

With the emergence of the “brains
over brawn"' philasophy in modern law en-
forcement agencies. the need for agility
or physical litness testing seems an un-
necessary and discriminatory formality.

The city of Troy. which whittled down
more than 600 applicants to 190 for inter-
viewing. is confronted once again with no
eligible women. None of the 12 female ap-
-plicants made it beyond the agility test.

It seems Troy is not unique in its re-
quirement for applicants to pass a
“basic” agility test. as many depart.
ments refer to it. Most local suburban de-
partments have the same agility require-
ment. with slight variations in testing.

Locally. only Southfield and
Bloomfield Township have a screening
process which does not require running.
swimming. leaping or dragging weights

. across the floor to demonstrate physical
capabilities.

Needless to say. the agility testing is
one reason local suburban departments
‘have so few female patrolmen. and no
‘ranking officers. with the exception of
Pontiac which has a woman sergeant.

Many old school police officers will
argue the disadvantages of female offi-
cers. Even modem law enforcement offi-
clals agree that women assigned to patrol
duty are at a disadvantage.

But. we contend women can make
good law enforcement officials—and
brawn should not be a criterion.

As one police chief of an Oakland

County department argued. “A lot of
times the job requires the police officer
to drag a person or to pull someone out of
a fire or to safety.”

Such a demand seems reasonable.

But it does not necessarily follow that a-

person unable to pass the agility test
would be unable to perform this function
in his or her everyday work.

WHILE DEPARTMENTS have up-
graded educational requirements to a
point where few departments accept appli-
cants with less than two years of college.
it would seem the next step should be
elimination of the agility tests.

Southfield and Bloomfield Township
require only that the applicant's weight
and height be proportional.

As one Bloomfield Township lieuten-
ant said. "'I'd hate to have to pass one of
those agility tests today after too many
years on the rtment,”

Several officials. including Troy's
Chief Forrest Fisher have argued that al-
most anyone can pass the agility test

. with practice.

1f the process is so easily trained for.
it seems logical to stress an area besides
physical fitness in the screéning process
and to include the physical shape-up with
the basic training.

Some male sensibilities may be of-
fended, but a woman officer just may per-
form more effectively than a man.

NENRY M. HOGAN, JR., Co-Publidher
PHILIP B FOWER. Co-ubiider
- )
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socially oriented
itisted or expanded over recent yesrs.

Thlemmual 'me for thuewplnhynm. which
are called transfer payments gv«nmul
in January of this yesr was $1S&3 biltion. This
compares to a (igure of 2.5 billion in 1998 and
9 dillion in 1970.

The buying power of these transfer payments
is equal to all of the retail sales in the nation for
sbout three and one-half months

Locally. our Michigan recession is caused dy
people not buying automobiles.

THE RESISTANCE to the purchasing of au-
tomabiles is claimed to be the increased cost

1t is certainly not due to the lack of money in
people’s pockets

As long as people want to believe that we are
in a recession. heading for a depression. they
keep their money in thetr pockets and help accel-
erate it.

The nation as a whole and Michigan in par.
ticular must overcome this death wish and get
back into the marketplace and buy.

This will generate an early upturn in the econ-
omy. will produce jobs and will actually heip keep
the inflation rate because all of the
ment borrowing to fund its welfare programs will
in he long run. creste more inflation later.

Geiger is star of MEA circus
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1 too was impremed by Mr. Maz-
well’s letter concerring & Mr. Miller's
waelfigh act and weuld like 1o nomi-
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Union since he works for the AFL.
CI0. He said applying for a job at his
age was sn intersting experience He
had trouble deciding what to wesr
Other applicants inciuded a Livora
resident. Bill Joyner. an

sate representative candidate
wife. Pauls. teaches in Farmington

there ts.

A step backwards
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Langschwager | would like to believe .
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