w2 BUSINESS

By JUDITH BERNE

Life in the sburte sppesrs 1o have
had an impact even on Chinese restay-
rants.

or egg foo yoong up against another’s
18 no langer the sole criteria for favor-
ing a particular Chinese dining spot

Varicty. personal stiention and am-
biance are now as high on the
as egg roll. .at keast in the little
Chinatown which has moved t
chard Lake Roed.
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FOUR CHINESE restsurants dot »
two-mile stretch of Orchard Lake
Road from 13 Mile in Farmington to
just past Mapte in West Bloomiield

Oriental food fanciers can pick and
choose among Fung Wong Lau, For-
bidden City. R&w ad th-r:
cently opened Wing. restawr:

All have moved ¥to the ares within
the last three years and
searching fof a unique
draw the lunch and dnner crowds in
the highly competitive restaurant busi-
ness
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TWO YEARS in the making. the
Wing Hong restaurant is a free stand-
ing. Oriental-style. vividly colored
building at the camer of 1 Mile

turing an exotic

Hong serves Chinese. Hawstian
Korean cuisine and hopes to add
Japanese steak house in
ture.
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‘There’s room enough
Jor everybody...’

their restaurant’s activity.

Staff pkotos by Douglas Bauman

“HE'LL HAVE TO sd! an awful It
of chop suey to get as money dack.™
remarks Henry Yee

Yee. the owner of Forbidden City.
followed the patrons of his former

suburbs.

Yee located his restauwrant with full
imowledge of his competsion.

Hong. Yee and owner Larry Wong
of Fung Wong Lau are all members of
the Chinese bLuminess grap which
stipulates 2 minimum of 009 feet be
tween Chinese restaurants.

“If it's a Chinese aperation we have
to approve its locsion.” Yee de
clared.

From his poirt of view. the concen-
tration should actually drsw peopie to
the area.
] think we'll complement esch
other.” Yee said “If one of us is
m-M there is always another

one.
Yee, who fully believes the owner

Am into his (hinese
dishes and says he accamodstes
weight wat

cornatarch. MSG or salt per customer

requent

Yee reports his evening business is
go0d, but admits he is looking for s
gmmick” to strat the luncheon
crowds.

Top Chinese restaurateurs
locate along Orchard Lake

He mentions thet four of the part-
ners are Jewish. one (hnstian and
two Chinese. ““We have a very good
combination—a sort of United Na-
tions,” He adds.

Lum has no ue for the Chinese Mer-
chants Association. maintaming it 1s
not relevant to thes day snd age.

I consider mysell more than any.
thing else an Amencan.” Lum said
| am free to participate in the ree
enterprise system ' o

The Rikshaw supplements Chinese
offerings with such tlems as 2 caesar
salad, (rench onion soup and flaming
desserts.

As many Americans wail on tables
2 Chinese

“'As long as they have the ability to
work, why should [ discriminste.”
Lum asks. “I'm a manority myself."
he adds.

Lum feels there is “room for every-
body" who is presently doig businexs
along Orchard Lake Road

A recently initisted salad bar and
Chinese buffet has helped to increase
his luncheon business.

ONLY AT Fung Wong Lau, the first
of the four to locate on the Orchard'
Lake strip. has maintaned the style
and service of the traditional Chincse
family restauram

Owner Wong admits his business
has been hurt “a little Bit” by the
other three restaurants

1 think they made a mistake mov
ing here 3o clase together.” he de-
clares

But within his shopping center Joca-
tion he must also compete with three
American-style restarants.

“Look slong Qrchard Lake Road.”
he says “There are more restaurants
then anything else Everyone would
have to eat out three Limes a week for
them all to survive



