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Ferriby’s house built
onsolid communication

By SUSAN AVERIIL

FARMINGTON HILIS—Dale Fer
riby’s house has 1o be one of the most
unusual in Oakland County

In the first place. he built it. But
more than that he buill it with com
munication in mind.

On the surface. tha means more
open spaces with fewer walls and par-
titions  Every room has at least two
doors opening inte other arcas Even
the bedroom lofts have peekholes into
the lwing room

On a more subtle level t mears
communication and iifegralion into
the environment

Foundations were nestied into a
hilly area on Howard Read. right in
the middic of a stand of long necdled
pine trees. No bulldozer ever louched
the land

“THE HOUSE follows the contours
of the ground It makes interesting
spaces.” Fertiby said. standing in the
dining room and pointing to the fam-
Ily room. half-a-leve! below En the far
end. a portion of the room had been

ino a softcarpeted vellow
nest lined with carpeted scats heated
by an unfinished fireplace

He looked up into the living room,
immediately above the family room
The floor, a ceiling for the room
below, was about chest-level. and car
peted just comfortably enough to lean
on.

“We built as close as we could into
the trees. We didn't have Lo pull any
of them at all. and some of them are
within two fect of the house.” he said.

Aesthetic purposes aside. the prox-
imity to the trees is uscful in the win-
ter when they cut the snow and wind
and provide a type of insulation

In the summer, they help cool by
shading the house.

Tt wasn't by accident thai the mom-
Ing light is able to flow into the break-
fast nook

FERRIBY built windows info cvery
room in the house, and positioned the
building so that every side receives

imately the same smount of
o

Planks from a 100-year-old barn add
texture o the living room walls. The
wood was cut from his own property
and the bam was built scross the
rond.

Wasted sttic space was converted
jedo lofts for his sons. Carpeting from

each loft splls down the wall into the
hedroom. |

Anything Trom television sets 1o
games may be hauled up the wnoden
ladder and carried anto the laft It's
great as a play area. Fermby sad. be
cause guests can't see the traditional
playtime disarray

A small window 1n each of the lofts
provides a vantage pownt for anyone
wishing to survey the living room be-
fore venturing into public view

FERRIBY ALSO bult a cantile-
vered balcony tone withot direct sup-
ports 10 the ground) which he sad
has held 20 people at one time.

After working on the house for a
vear and 2 hall. the Ferriby family
moved in Work 18 by no means fin-
shed yetl. and Ferriby estimates he
has more than a year to go before the
finishing touches arc added

Building the house himsell has
saved him nearly half the cost, he esti-
mated. even though the plumbing and
heating were done professionally

Ferriby divides his time between
the house and teaching design at Law-
rence Institute of Technology. e s
also a freelance architect for residen-
tial and commercial buildings.

The Fernby house on Howard Road sports bay windows and a cantilevered deck. (Staft photos by Harry Mauthe)
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Summer in St. Tropez.
Arrive via our la
Grande Truanderie
Shop at Northland.
See the la Grande
Truanderie collection
Tuesday, April 1st.
Show at 2 p.m., modeling
11tod4p.m.

Summer a la France in our impressive
immigrants. A covetable collection
of French accents Frankly fun. And
certainly sportive. A translation of
the Riviera litestyle. Find flounce-
hemmed skirts. Easy moving dresses
and trousers. Soft bigtops in sur-
prising colors. And all the acces-
sores~—the straw brims and bags



