Afrbpica'l isle’s ‘clime
flowers on Grand River

By CORINNE ABATT

FARMINGTON—There's a gem of a
troplcal isle right in downtown Farm-
Ington. So for those who missed the
sun, white beaches and; Caribbean
waters, how about the next best

ng?
A visit to Lawrence Mayer Florist.
. 33604 Grand River, could tide you
over unti} the March winds subside
« and the April sun rounds the horizon.
. Erom the coffee trees of South
America to the bougainvillca of old
Mexico, the banksla of South Africa
and the leucandendron of Zanzabar.
they're all there.

Add Lit€rally dozens more—vermil-
liam from Puerto Rico. the myriad
species of halconia, torch ginger look-
Ing like enormus red roses dipped in
hot wax. antherium with its brilllant
red free-form blooms, potted ane-
fiomes. fpeezia and giant primrases —
March-tired eyes tum glassy.

A tour through the shop past vero-
nica lllac, the (All loquat plants,
through a grove of poodlecut Austral-
ian Brush Cherry past a border of pot-
ted copper king gazania, a tropical
double of the dandelion. and the real-
ity of the sropical clime is complete.

MAYER 18 ONE of the few. con-
stant shippers of flowers and plants
from Cafifornia, Hawall and Puerto
Rico. They come by plape. The fow-
ers, orchids. for instance, are individ-
ually hand-wi in tissue with a
balloon of water aitached to the stem.
The order is loosely -packed in
shrgdded. banana peper. The plants
are packed in the same paper.

Plants are shipped in aluminum con-
tainers which fit between the floor
and the hull of the wide body jets
such as the DC 10s.

The great majority arrive in per-
fect. candition and the few times the
shipment has been ruined through ex-
pasure to cold has nat been a result of

The pale.pink azalea blossom is unusual because {t grows on a tree about six feet high. The trees take

years to develop, but do well In sheftered areas or inside during winter months.(Staff photos)

- _ /o _
Beautification commission
sells 8 varieties of trees

FARMINGTON HILLS—Eight spe-
cies of trees are being made available
at discount prices thraugh the Farm-
ngion Hills Beautlfication Coremis-
sion.

The deadline for ordering the trees
:!dl-‘r!dly. April 18. All trees are pot-

Five or more will be delivered in
the Farmington ares free. There will
be a delivery fee of $1.50 per Lree for
less than five.

Trees can be picked up &t the Stein-
kop! Nursery, 20815 Farmington
Road, # a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, April

The kinds' being offered are:

Silver maple s & fast glowing cut-
feaf tree with silvery cast leaves and
bark. It resches a height of 5080 feet
and will grow [n heavy, moist woil.

the plane trip. Mayer says, but being
left outside too Jong during the unload-

ing. .

Airlines, he sald, which are willing
to handle perishables (and not all
are) usually do an excellent job. He
recalls a large shipment arrived last
Valentine's day in sub-2ero temper-
atures In perfect condition.

UNFORTUNATELY IF THERE is
careless handling and consequent
freezing, it is~often at holiday time
when the airline personnel are over-
burdened. This, however, i3 also the
Morist's busiest seasan.

1t is the Japanese growers In Cali-
fornia whom Mayer credits with being
some of most skilled in the world.
He makes reguar trips to the West
Coast to develop cortacts with these
small businessmen, many of whoin
don’l grow or ship canmercially. «

From onc he pleads [or a precious
few pots of anemiones. from another
the lovgly yellow freezia which looks
like a long-stemmed crocys. and from
yel another, a few giant primroses,

““They never ship as much as
ask for, and the only way they will do
business with you is if you mention
the name bl another suppliér who is &
friend or relative. If you thoase &
plant that's their favorife, they won't
sell, no matter what you offer.”

This is true of the Bonsai trees
which the Japancse g:
second only to their {amily members.
Still. some such ay the liny junipers,
maples, elms and a delicaely shaped
larch displayed in a special room of
the Farmingian stor, have come
through. |

INDEPENDENCE NOTWITH-.
STANDING, Mayer said these people
“are fantastic growers.

“They are born with & Tove-for and
deep appreciation of plants.”

And for some unexplainable reason,
the California imports make the trip

The cost of a 10-12 foot silver maple is
$14.90.

Thotnless honey locust is a rapid
growing- variety which reaches 5000
feet. It tolerates heavier sall which
must be well drained. It has slender,
fern-like, light green foliage which
turns, a clear yellow in fall. A 1012
foot tree costs §16.50.

RUHIAN OLIVE is

for its 'stivery gray foliage and [ra-
This distinctive

grant yellow flowers.
tree grows to about 20 feet in heights.
A three to four foot tree is %

‘Marshall's seedless ash is 8 hardy,

liage. 1t grows to © feel
stand wet soil. An eight to 10 foot tree
costs $16.50.

regard’

)

better and upon arrival mIM

thems¢ives betier to.the Midwestern
mmﬁm then any others. .
Most

the Japanese growers are
near the Los Angeles area which
Mayer calls “the largest flower mar-
in the world™
Once the tropical flowers arrive,
they are housed in a glass case wi
the heat carefully controlied to 60 ds

grees. ) . '
Flowers indigenous 1o this area afe
maintained in 2 40 degree climate.

THE TROPICAL BLOOMS serve &3
all-occasion flowers for home. party
and - funeral arrangements the same
a8 the less exatic ones.

“The difference.” Mayer said. *'s
that: we' have trained our clientele 1o
sk for the umsual.”

And to keep (hat clienteie coming
back for more, Mayer amployes are
at the airport almost every day to
pick up shipments. For two days re-
cently, they uniosded two 6.008-pound
slumnium containers of plant:
amousted to seven truckloads before

YU oil were safely transported to the

store. .

Mariy of the plants barder on full-
size Jrees. With the gromh of the
apartment and condomintum way of
life. the tropical trees are ideal be-
cause they can live on a patio or bal-
cony in warm weather and inside dur-
ing the cold morths, Mayer said.

Species such as the unusual Azslea
tree, .a lall eucalyptus, cepote. 8
citrus with fruit as large as a small
watermelon, a colfee Lree'and many
more are 3

While this touch of the tropics
doesn’l include a sandy beach or

light nights, it i cheaper, $15.to
$20!for the potted plants and $50 for
your own coffee tree. !

And chances are they will atlast »
sunny month or three away {rom
home.

Mountain ash has small compound
leaves, white blossoms and bright or-
ange fruit. It reaches 4 feet and re-
quires well-drained soll. An-eight to 10
foot tree is $14.50. ‘

Flowering crabapple, white, pink or
red grows to 25-30 feet. Four to five
foot trees are $7.50 each

Washington hawthorn is character-

-growing

Name

Farmington Hills Beautification Commission
6th, annual tree planting program

NUMbeT Of TreeS. ... cvvcrerresrraesserrsreres TOM) COStuvecrroven.
Delivery Charge is $1.50 per tree if less than five are ordered. .
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Make checks payable to: Farmington Hills Treasirer
Mail t0: 31555 Eleven Mile Road,
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Hard to find plants, freezia and anemone rate a tender, loving)look trom Kim Schnaibli of Farmington.
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famous-golfer knit shirts
-and hudson’s owh sport shirts
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