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William Green demonstrates his lire escape for trailers.(Staft photo by Harry Mauthe)
-

Hills businessman develops
escape hatch for mobile home

By SUSAN AVERILL

FARMINGTON HILLS-"In the last
twa fires I've been to. a 21-year-old
dicd and a 17-year-old buy was
trapped with one arm ot the win
dow that's all the farther he got—
Just one arm out the window,” Wil
ham Green said sadly.

Green owns William M. Green, Inc.,
a windstorm and fire repair business
in Farmengton Mills. and he must con-
stantly travel to the sites of charred
homes and trailers
It wasn't the first time he'd seen
something like that. but when his doc-

lor ordered a rest and vacation last.

year. Gireen had time to ponder fire
deaths 1t was then that he developed
the dea of a trapdoor accessible to
not ouly adults, but also children and
Cinvalids

=1 knew that there had to be a way
10 get-nut. You have 1o be out in not
more than 40 scconds from the time
you first sense danger.

A fire will totally destroy a mobile
home in two minutes.” he sad.
“Alarm and sprinkler systems vou
can have. but if you don't get the
people out of the arca where the fire

{s. you aren't going to save them

“THE BIGGEST percentage of vic-
tims are children and invalids. and
the majority of persons are trapped in
bedrooms. he anid

“The last few fires I've been to in
Brighton and Howell. they've found
people huddled tnte a ~omer or under
the bed. irving to cscape the smoke.”
he_said

The victims are cssetially correct
in trying to avoid the smoke and stay
as close the the floor as possible. bt
they still have no means of escape

A race [rom the bedroom to the
front door will generally mean a trip
right through the flame to a door that
is hopelessly warped shut by the heat
1t's then that panic sets in. and Green
is convinced panic. more than any-
thing else. is the culprit in the major-
ity of deaths. (O~

“When you don't have to leave the
bedroom and remember te turn
knobs. you clirhinate panic and save
lives. your— thoughts are still with
you.” he explained

Green's (rapdoor is & 26 inch by
three foot rectangle stamped from a

single;piece of metal which can bé
panelled on the inside to match the
room'’s interior.

TO OPEN the door. ane must flick
down a lever and push. It will opert
ramp-siyle. but will hang anywhere
from ane (o eight inches from the
ound outside

It's weatherstripped and may be
focked from the inside to prewent bur.
aries Feet. shoulders. heads and al-
most anything ¢lse may be used to
punch the door open. which. Green
said. makes it invaluable for both chil-
drrn and invalids

‘It anyone is crippled. they dnn1
have to use their hands to open it.
And children don't need to know how
to open & door. or even be tall enough
to. for that matter.

“It's low enough = that if a home-
owner took the time to explain and
demonstrate its use to his children;
they could all get ot safely.”

But by ita very nature then, the de-
vice lends itself to playtime.

to have him not know how to use it
and die in a trailer fire”

His trapdoor would come accan-
panied by instructions for the home-
owner who might use up to an hour
and a halfl of his own time to install
it. The major operation. he said.
would be cutting the proper hole in
the wall.

After applying for his patent. he dis-
covered that the last resem-
bling his was developed for an 1883
boxcar. and had a rope which lowered
the ramp. drawbridgestyle.

He forsees the door’s use in nursing
homes. mobile homes. trailers and
campers. [t might make him a lat of
money. but Green said he wouldnt
care. as long as it was saccessful in
saving lives

Green said he decided to follow
through on his idea after watching a
number of his daydreams turned into
realities— by other peaple. And since
his trapdoor is reality. the ideas
haven't stopped fowing.

I can be slmu watching TV and
M. another idea. I've pst one

T (patent) in for an escape rouse for

“WELL." Green said, “1t's better ta
have a kid open it and get bawled out
a couple of times by his parents than

high rises, !nl-onuellyouwmn
is because you won't believe me.” he
grinned.

Farmington
may request
tax increase

By JUDY OWEN

FARMINGTON—City council mem-
bers will be stodying a proposed budg-
e which may mean 2 onehalf mll
tax increase

Councilmen received the 6-page
budget recommendations at the meet.
g Monday night. Approval of the
budget must come by May 18.

The $15 million package actually
represents a decrease from the 1974
75 budget

The recommended wll re-
quire a one-half tax mill increase to
meet projected expenditures. City
Manager Robert Deadman said

“THE CURRENT inflation. coupled
with the recessionary trend. has af-
fected local government cnsts and in-
come as severely as it hay affected
most busu-s'u-s and induxtries.”
Deadman

coste of providing

\)wsulnpm
ed revenues wi'i not cover projected
expenditures

Some of the increased costs have
been offset from increased assessed
valuation on rea) property. he said
However. sources of reverue other
than taxes have kept pace to offset
the risirg cests of operation.

About 55 per cent of the cty's oper-
ational funding is dependent on taxes.

THE PRESENT eccoomic condi
tions have also affected the amoun of
funds available through the state and
federal revenue sharing programs

Reduced construction and building
activity has limited the amount of rev-
enue received through bwilding per-
mits. Only three new home starts
were recorded by the aity's buiding
department for the first quarter of
1975

The revenues from the state gas
and weight taxes are expected to m-
crease only two or three per cert

said that budget expend.
tures have been kept to a mimmum
with a continuation of anly those pro-
grams and services that are presently
being offered

“THERE ARE no new employe posi-
tions anticipated within this budget.”
he said “The federal CETA program
empioyes who are hired are scheduled
to be phased out as the program
funds are exhausted

Anticipated salary increases for city
emploves will also be affected by the
tight budget

Increases are pm)ednd o be less
than the present cost-of-living factor

*“The same factors which have in-
flated the costs of providing the city
services have aleo affected our em-
ployes’ living costs " he <aid “The
recommended salary im reawes are ap-
proximately seven per cent for &ii job
classifications ~

The city's public safety officers
stand to gain under this proposal

THE PRESENT budget requires a
4 8per cent increase, but this contract
was negotiated at the time of the
wage and price (reeze. Deadman said

“Recent inflation and the {act that
neighbonng communities have adjust-
ed the wages of their police and fire-
men to a much greater extent than
the current terms provided within our -
contract  makes the present pvvw
sions inequitadle.” Desdman said

The proposed budget projects a re-
duction in capital expenditures from
last year Equipment and land im:
provements will. for the most part.
be [unded  thromgh the  city's
share of fcue. .i revenue shanng and
federal development funds.

Some of these |mprvwnmu mm
have already been schedhded inch
upgrading Shiawassee Park (xilnh
construction of the mini park an Vio-
Tet Street near Grand River and con-
struction of added parking for the
civic center ares

A NEW PUMPER truck is expected
to be in the hands of safety depart-
ment officials in Novernber

The department’s reserve
ts expected to expand in the coming
fiscal year. Deadman said Fifteen
persons are expected © be added to
that group's manpower.

The reserves are being traned for
toth police and fire operstions. Upon
completian of training. the program
wili have 25 officers available to sup-
plement the regular officers in police
and fire responsibilities.

The added manpower will provide
the department with the mnhl to
turn out 47 firemen and three purnper
trucks for a fire to improve the city's
firefighting manpower by 50 per cent

Deadman said that the comversion
has saved the department 408 hours in
meter nadam time.

New FEA representative: prefers smaller size

By SUSAN. AVERILL

FARMINGTON—Why would the ex-

ccutive director of an education associ-
ation twice the size of the Farmington
Education Association (FEA) come to
this district?
‘s a different organization, a dif-
ferent setup. | felt my interest was in
scrving teachers as a single unit.'
said Hichard Ringsirom, the new
FEA cxccutive director,

Formerly cxecutive director of the
Minncapolis, Minn., educstion associ
ation. Ringstrom bargained for about
1.300. less than half of that district's
teachers. Farmington has approx-
imately 700 teachers in both secand-
ary and elementary schools.

Other Minncapolis (cachers' were

represented by a local affiliate of the
American Federation of Teachers
move to Farmington meant a

less complex job and an nwoﬂnmly
to serve teachers in a state recog:
nized ax one of the ieaders of pmhr
employe bargaining.

Ringstrom spent three and a hall
years as a history, government and
<economics teacher in St Charles

- Mo., before taking a full-time job vdth
that education associstion.

The job change, he insisted, was not
an escape, but a logical progression of
interests.

“It's not that I'm no longer inter-
ested In teaching. 1 think education is
very excidng ' and | enjoy working
with kids. But 1 think that for the first
time, teachers are coming into their

Definitions
for fashion

FASHION (fash-un) for men and
women i3 the subject of the special
section in this issue of The Observ-
er & Eccentric. “lashion defini-
tions™ discusses the tronds for
spring reported by fashion editor
(Chris Walden. Special sectlons pho-
tographer Barbara McClellan and
Ms. Walden covered the fashion
presentations in New York carlicr
this spring and this s their visual
and verbal report of what they
aw,

own as & professi

1971 at a yearly salary of $5.700.
that time. it was far
tamily income. But there

progress.

“Now | see teaching
maturing as a profession,
personal satisfaction to wat
thing like this grow. I'm not ¢l
on 8 white stallion and raising the
ner high nor do 1 mean to be
zealous, In any commumity,
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mllydol'-wlmalhldm
for- teachers.”
But the respect doesnt outweigh
some of the other problems and pre-
m&n«hmamdmmms
the paperwork a teacher must wade
through—something for which Ringst-
mmh-s-gmldnldmm
“Aboat 50 per cemt of & teacher's
tyiswhm&dﬁ.mmh
like atiendance. ru‘ord—hvpmz!hln
ing papers and assignmen.”
When it comes to money. not only
teachers. but education as a whole
muen:mnchmud heud.
“Education is a
source in that of lhemnﬂnnl
;rodum we spend only a miniscule
{ive per cent— on educati
And that's on all forms of education
lromlhe-wnblolheuvnﬂm
both private and public sources.’
Part of the blame, he said, rests

.with the national and communal atti-

lude toward education.

“Education is alwmays just a ‘some-
how' sort of thing. Bverything always
‘somehow’ gets done. ‘Somehow’ we
get enough books for this or that pro-
gram. ‘Somehow’ we get enough
money, and ‘somehow’ we get by with
a standard textbook for all kids in the
ninth grade.” he said

But even somehow doesnt excuse

"I(Nrihllcﬂmelhu-em
ste functional In Califor-
Mllmdﬁh*mlﬂddhﬂ
on who 'Ilmly:r:danh

grade
‘ullnodc-lhhlmm
(Ses FEA, wemt page)

Richard Ringstrom will head Farmington Eduellen Associ-
ation. (Statf photo)



