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Prosecutor calm
about Watergate

By ROBERT KIPPER

Alter all the bad things Richard
Nizon's White House staff said sbout
the Watergate prosecutors being ‘au
to get" the former President, one
:cu all Watergate prosecutors to be

txon-hating llrebrnmh

Willlam H. Merrill docsnt seem
like your typical hot-headed, Nixon
hating, gung-ho prosecutor although
he did hate much of what Nizon did,
is a lifelong Democrat, and did devote
15 months of his life to being a part of
the historic investigation into the mis-
conduct of the former President and
his closest associates.

Now returned to his Detroit law
practice and his Bloomfield Township
home, Merrill speaks of his Washing-
ton experiences as he claims to have
lived them: Calmly. seriously, dis-
passionately.

Listening to him. onc believes his
sell-appraisal as one of the older and
wiser heads of the Archibald Cox.
then Leon Jaworski team.

DURING THE “Saturday Night
" when Cox was suddenty
fired lnd the prosccutors’ office was
momentarily sealed off by armed
+ FBI. Merrill was one of thase who
urged other prosecutors to stay calm
and not resign in protest
On the historic evening when a Pres-
fdent of the United States resigned in
disgrace. Merrill can't remember if
he even watched the farewel] speech.
Merrill's lawyerly mind told him
carly in the investigation that there
was a pattern of presidentlal mis-
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conduct that made Nizon's resigne- -
ent inevitable.

tion or Impeachm

Merrill claims to hlvl tsken these
mdd:‘nm other upecudhh)nbln
stri

AS ASSISTANT special Watergate
prosecutor, MT" was in clarge ﬂ
Iy lat

break-in of the office of Daniel Ells-
berg's psychiatrist.

11 was a job that put him in cantact
with most If not all the former Presi-
dent's men. Facing pedple like John
Ehrlichman and Charies Colson in

exhaustive than colorful.

LIKE OTHER Watergate in-
vestigators, Merrill simpl;

long and hard on his assigned case
until the evidence was solid enough to
stand the ultimate test.

1 felt from the very begimning of
the case that. no matter whal every-
one else thought, in the final snalysis
It would be up to 12 people.

“In the midst of my closing argu-
ment. as | 1alked abow the liberties
our forefathers died for, 1 felt from
the expression in the jurors’ eyes that
they would convict the defendants in
short order. [t was remssuring. "
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One of the age-old sccrets
for just the right appearance
during summer's warin days
is seensucker. We now offer
you this elassic favorite in |

a suit of texturized yarns
that wear as well as they
look all day long. The neat
stripxs andd cheeks, in light,
bright summer colors, add
a bit of dash to the most [
uncomfortable day.
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WILLIAM MERRILL

The coavictions Merrill speaks of
were handed down last July when Eh-
rlichman and three others were found
guilty of the Ellsberg break-in after
less than a few houn of jury deliber-
ations.

Although (here has been no evi-
dence of Nixon's prior knowledge of
that break-in. Merrill believes the for-
mer president knew about it early and
possibly in advance.

whose

came in two stripes: Those like Egil
(Bud) Krogh and Charles Colson, who
felt guilty. and those like Fhriichman,
who did not.
lI’l!Glr\'ldelth'lsl
of conscience.” Mertill recalls.
“1 M if he spent a peaceful night's
sleep (alter the Ellsherg break-in). 1
decided to take nd\“ of this
man’s conscience.”
Krn@ Ehrlichman's chief assist-

WaAS
aided by his memo approving the Ells-
berg project “if done under the assur.
ance that it is not traceable.” would

not have given such approval without
ﬁlml o ng it in the Oul(iﬁcf Mer-
]

THE ELLSBERG break-in trial,
like the entire Watergate.in-
vestigation, was handled fairly, Mer-
riil believes. There is no way, he
says, that future generations could
lhxrl:ndl":ﬂnly about what he and

Although the system worked. Mer-
rill sald it wasn't aiways inevitable
that it would.

*“The system worked only because
30 many people. cared to make it
work,” he says.

Had just Ju«esmuamm

ly pled guilty of the
h!ak-in.

This breakthrough led to an even
bigger one: Colson.

*1 knew from his attommey that Col-
son’s conscience bothered him. Final-
ly. when his attorney called to tell me
Colson was prepared to plead guilty to
the lesser charge of interfering with
Elisberg's right to a lair trial. |
nearly went through the phone.

. e
“Of course 1 didn let him know
how excited 1 was. | nshed to Leon
Jaworski) and told him about the
agreement and he sad ‘great’

MERRILL SAID even Ehrlichman
came close to pleading guilty to a re-
charge.

or just
or press been alarmed. little might
have happened. It took afl segments,
apedllly the public, Merrill said.
Merrill believes Nixon would never
have hired Jaworski to carry on Cox's
investigation if it weren't for the pub-
lic outery ’D"D'IM the ‘Snnrd:y
Night Massacre.” Likewise,
prosecutors believed it was only con
tinved public support for the in-
vestigation that made it possibie.
“It sounds strange to say but many
of us were afraid of where the in
vestigation could lead.” he says. “We
thought that if the imvestigation got
100 close 10 Nixon we could all end up
in a .concentration camp or some-

thing."
On_the evening when rumors were

ﬂmﬁutcnxmmllaheﬁnt
dinner

Merrill cwt a éengagement short
to return to his office and gather his
most important papers.
*1 was geminely concerned (hat no
ane would ever see them again ™
ANY WATERGATE conversation
with Merrill eventually gets down to
litles. L
Merril} admired both his Watergate
mamhn for differert ressans.

i
i) says. 1t was Cox and his long semni-

nars with his staff that set the tone of
l.helmlplmumh-wﬂm

nnlly completed. *
“'Leon moved faster. While Archie's
background was deliberate and

more
prolessorial, Leon was an active trial

lawyer. He met with us. looked at the
evidence we hered and said.
‘Okay, let's go.

OF THE Nixon associstes Merrill

deall with on the Elisberg case, they
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did it because it scemed like the
smartest move for him to make. not
because there was ‘any feeling that
what he had done was wrong."

Finally. Ehrlichman decided to
hang tough, probably an the advice of
Nixon or Haldemnan. Mernill suspects.

“‘Ehrlichman wasn't the same arro-
gaDt person at the (Elisberg
trial as he was when he
fore the Ervin Committee,
lo say he was humbie. Like
Nixon associates. he thought he
talk his way out of it."

be
s not
other
coull

WITHIN TWO months of

Enrtich-
* man’s conviction, and lolla-lng

Nixon's resignation. Merril) decided
was time to return to Michigan. ﬁ!
teen months of Watergate had been

enough.
« Of course. during that time Merrill
may have had greater difficulty than
athers forgetting his work during his
spare time While in Washington, Mer-
rll not only lived in the Watergate
mp!:lgmbyhewmned the apartment
ance atergate canspirstor
Fredrick LaRue.

LaRue was attracted to the apart-

The Jaguar mystique lengthens.

When introduced last year. the XJ12 sedan received universal praise
from automotive journalists. One went 10 far a1 to wnie, "It may just be
the best sedan available anywhere in the world.”

To that we now add exactly four inches of leg room in the rear passen-
ger c ‘hranmtm The Series 11 XJ12L 15 a final measure of luxury for
this highly acclaimed sedan.

And Jaguar's famed roadability comes from running gear
usually reserved for pure racing machinery. Independent front
and ‘rear . power-awisted four-wheel dic brakes
and po\u-a‘mud rack and pinion steering.

See the XJ12L in our show room now.
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Polo® lovingly reinstates the blazer striped dress shirt. Polo may play
on classi themes. but always with a fresh technique. Their 1975 inter-
pretation of the blazer stripe. for instance. put it on 3 well-cut dress »»
shirt with regular spread collar and single-button cufts. plus Polo's “*
famous fit and detail Blue and brown dnpes on a white ground, in
unusually luxunous pure cofton  The price 15 an equally luxurious $30.
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ment by the boss he served too wel, Exchusively m Somerset Mal
who also lived in Lhe Watergste com-
plex: John Mitchell
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