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County lawyer
torn by bosses

By ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY-Since Ouk-
land County switched to the county ex-
ecutive form of government last Sep-
tember there has been an ongoing
hassle over who controls what under
the new system.

In many Instances the powers of the
county executive and the powers of
the board of county commissioners
are well defined, but nagging prob
lems persist.

The threatened lawsuit by County
Executive Danlel Murphy over who
controls the county public ‘works de.
partment will likely clear up another
suthority question: Who does the cam-
ty civil counsel work for? -

Although Murphy announced his in-
tentlons to go to court more than two
weeks ago, and asked the civil coun-
¢l to handle the lawsuil. nothing fur-
ther has happened.

This Is because Civil Counsel Rob-
ert Allen has been in an under-
lenhble quandry over just who Is

s boss. -

THE BIBLE teaches thal man can-
not serve 1wo masters. Allen has been
asked (0 serve many mnl.c"v:ln m
ty government. As long as vai
county agencies are in harmony this
doesn’l pose much of a problem.

However, Murphy's lawsuit would
pit his office against the board of pub-
lic works, and indirectly the board of
counly commissioners. Since Allen the-
oretically serves all three parties, as
well 2s others, he is caught in the
middle. .

to decided in the next few days wheth-
er he would handle Murphy's suit. His
answer could reveal just who he feels
most obligated to. .
Because of Allen’s delay in answer-
Ing Murphy, William Spinelli, the dep-

firm to handle Murphy's suit i Allen
refuses,

Murphy’s suit claims the county ex.
ecutive has authorily over the county
public works department and the
power to name its new director.

commissioners, has supervised the
public works deparimert in the past
Murphy's suit challenges the board's
recent appointment of a new acting di-
rector for the public works depart-
ment as well as the board's suthority
to_exist at all.

This places Murphy Indirectly in
conflict with the board of county com-
missioners since it authorized the pub-
lic works board to supervise the pub-
lic works department.

Course begins
for parents

BIRMINGHAM—~A cowse for par-
ents of preschool children, titled '"The
Making of a Brighter Child.” will be
oifered by the Birmingham Schools’

of Added

Last Murphy
to have the civil coursel placed di-
rectly under his aathority.

The board of commissioners instst-
ed on retaining civil counsel under ita
control, but in a se move,
agreed to have Allen. or at least a
member of his office. available to the
county executive as well

The inherent problems In this kind
of arrangement needed anly the kind
of in-house court action that Murphy
is now proposing to be brought out in
the open
ALLEN SAID Tuesday he expected

H

Tml ?‘” I'iu (137
learning from birth thiough five years
will be discussed in the course 1o be
held from 816 p.m. begin-
ning April 14 at Seahotm High School.
Registration is taking place at the ad-
ministration building, 50 W. Merrill
Recent studies have revealed that
the techniques to be offered in the
course can be effective in increasing
a child's 1.Q. for a lifetime. The meth-
ods are simple, practical and require
o time what an average par-
ent normally spends with a chik

COFFEE has a whole
shop of its own in

THE
MARKE
PILACE

at Hudson’s Qakland

Dark, rich, fragrant coffee. Opening your
eyes in the moming. Offering a weicome
break in the aftemoon, a time of retaxation
after dinner. . .it's important in our lives.
That's why Hudson's is devoting an entire
shop to coffee. Find 8 blends of coffee
beans that wel fresh-grind for you—
Mocha Java Blend, Columbia, De-caffei-
nated Blend, W. B. Epicurean Blend,
French Roast, Mexican, Moming Fanarite
and Brazi, each 2.19 a pound. Find many
ways to make it. The Mr. Coffee drip fitter

coffeemnaker, 39.98 and the 2-13 cup
Chemex coffeemaker, 17.95, are just two
from our large selgction. And find many
ways to serve it. Fitz & Floyd's La Ronde
Irish cotfee set, 8-pc. in brown and white
porcelain, $20. Stonecraft mugs, 1.75 to
2.25. China mugs, 2.25 to 3.50. To name
just a few. And if tea is your cuppe, we
can take good care of you too. So come.
Enjoy both. In our brand new The
Marketplace, at Hudson's Oakiand only.

~ hudsons

Hudson’s Oakland is open Thursday and Friday from 9:30 till 9 p.m.




