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FARMINGTON-Lack of council ac-
tion on a complaint about the growing
flock of pigeons In the city has
brought criticism from a former coun-
cil candidate.

When he heard that the council de-
cided nat o act, Bill Purdy decided to
do something himself.

He gathered 30 sampies of pigeon
droppings and sent them to University
of Michigan for analysis. The culture
samples require 24 hours (o incubate.

By late Wednesday, Purdy expects
to be able to show that a health haz-
ard could cxist in the city.

1t was the council’s lack of action,
Pyrdy said, that led him to follow
through on a letter by Donald J. Cur-
rant, 3334 Kingslanc.

CURRANT SAID the birds were
roosting on all of the propertics just
east of the city hall including the Ma-
sonic Temple.

The droppings from the tlrds were
destroying the eavestroughs, down-
spouts, shingles and wood trim of the

- Veteran newsman ‘Tommy

historic buiiding. Currant said. Birds
were also roosting in the attic crawl
space of the former Fads ‘N Fashions
bl

ding.

Purdy found that pigeons . can
spread diseases.

The diseases. histoplasmosis (Dar-
ling's disease) and eryplococcosis can
be fatal, he.said.

Purdy cautioned that chances that
the pigeons present a major health
problem are “‘remote.”

CRITICIZING the city council,
Purdy sald Currant was "‘abused, mis-
treated and maligned.”

He wants the city and council offi-
cials to investigate the problem

One solution. he said, would be to
feed the pigeons seed laced with estro-
gen. The birds would cease to produce

and the city could rid itself of
the pigeons without killing. He also
asks that the nesting areas be cleared
and boarded up.
Purdy is a general landscape con-

Dirck Bond) of Farmington High School practices in preparation

for his solo in & unique concert to be offered by Farmington High
School's orchestra at 8 p.m. Friday night Not enly is the concert
Farmington High's first annual concerto program, but it will feature
four soloists who have studied music sipce the fourth grade and
plan to continue it in college. Gaye Szamborski will play the last
movement of the Mozart clarinet concerto: Jon Boyd will piay the

tractor. He plans to run for council in
the next election.

He said he Is conlident that he will
be elected.

*THE COUNCIL does not listen to
mEop\e."Muld
“They are there to hear the

_ Phillips sonata for bassoon and orchestra, and Sue Priner will play

the fiute. Bondi will play a violin concerto with pi“:no accom-
paniment He has been awarded a four-year music: scholarship
from Wayne State University. Each of the other gludents has

petformed with the Farmington Community Orchest

and the

Farmington Community Band and has attended sumrmier programs
atinteriochen Arts Acsdemy. Doration will be asked.

Hills OK’s $600,000

FARMINGTON HILLS— Council ac-
tion Monday night paved the way for
$600.000 in federal funds earmarked
for improvements in the southeast sec.
tion of the city.

The council unanimowsly approved
=n with the county which
releases’ funds through the Comrmu-
nity Debelopment Act.

The money is to be distristed to

Richard T. (Tommy) Thompeon,
until recemtly executive editor of the
Observer & rh

the city over three years. The grant
provides $100,000 next year, $200.000 in
the second year and $300,000.in_the

third year. «
Aim of the grants is to improve
o bl

and water mains in Sections 35 and
».

ford to join the district was ‘
one. He always at
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and a 48-year vetersn of the news-
paper business, died Mondey, April
. He was 8. .

Mem?rinl contributions may be sent
ospital of Livonia. one

|

HBOUSING LACKING i sanitary fa-
cilities or in deteriorating condition is
primarily located in those two sec-
m. City Manager George Majores

Paving projects were discussed then
bt were dismissed in favor of the
sewer and water

from city officials inchaded hiring a
housing code enforceiment officer at
an estimated annual.cost of $18.00.

Still 1o be decided ts rate of pay-
ment for the improvements.
The city must determine the best

> Thompson dies
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Hills misses
civic honor

FARMINGTON HILLS—The long
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y" pounding at the
with two fingers. (Ustil hs 1972 heart
sttack, there also woudd have s
cigar smouldering in an ash tray.)
Philip H. Power. eef;auma o
server & Eccentric Newspapers,
termed Thompson's desth “a deep per-
sonal loss.” H

“Tommy Thom was an out-
standing newsman more than
any one person, ed the edito-
rial stafl and pol our hews-
papers.” he said. H a once fe-

rocious and caring: gruff and kind?
mast of all. he cared

His passing will be grestly feit
Mrlw&em'z

among  came to love and adrhire him through

the years.” Power added
He was 90 prolific a writer that he
(See THOMPSON, ' next page)



