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Third-generation resident
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THE OBSERVER &

Farmington artist paints way of llfe

By CORINNE ABATT

* There is a temptation to compare
Farmington-area painter Allen Mrack
with Andrew Wyeth. It isnt really
fair to either—but there are certain
‘similarities.

Both are men of the land born and
raised in rural areas Both have a
deep love of an uncomplicated way of
life and a fine talent for sharing it

iMile: doesn't object to the com-
parison. He, too. feels a kinship with
ucunufnrd Pa.. artist. He also pre-
dicts comparisons will be less obaious
in a few years as he moves to a wider
{field of subject matter.

| lhlvelnfdhenlllnvh!e and 1
,have painted everything in the three-
quammile srea. | am the third gen-
erauun of Mrocks o live on this prop-
erty.”

' MROCK CONSIDERS HIMSELF a3
, Michigan painter with a strong com-
i mitment to depict a disappearing way
dhltlﬂﬂ!hﬂ&nlﬂsmﬂv
- acterized i
Whlehe-ndhu!mlywdp-ﬂ
o r\ery summer near Charlevois
i he would someday like whw
Y lhere permanently. M:wks subject
" matter goes beyond the rural areas.
He works from one major theme to
Imher He is planning a series of
H / purlxm: on Detrot.
1 have seen a lot of things in De-
| troit that people wouldn't believe. 1
i would like to compare the new and
i old. There's some stark contrasts be-
| tween the old and the fufure Detroit. |
{ . leel committed to record these differ-
| ences. So much has been destroyed in
! the city already.”
Soon he will take his sketchbook to

A realistic puinter in that Ns sb
jects are recognizeable. Mrock makes
his visual statements through his atli-
ty to expose the core nerve of the
scene. Only a few raicroad ties with
the weeds growing between need be
shown to indicate the track has
been abandondd. Only a broken win-
dow and door swinging loosly from its
hinges are required to indicale the
farm’s decline. .

|
A COMMERCIAL ARTIST with Gen-

eral Motors, Mrock finds his two voca-
! tions compatible. Techniques he devel-
ops often apply to bath

Mrock psints the common and uncommon

* Ailen Mrock reats In hia studio (Statt photos)

» N AN : .

1. A

Ciaow v
eis e b

As a painter he is ly -wlu;
almost exclusively in ics. Yet. it
is difficult for an unt eye o de-

tect which of the paintirigs an his stu-
dio wall are scrylic and are wa-
tercolors  Normally. who has
ever spread a little” wilercolor on 8
sheet of paper cln detect it but
Mrock devel

with watercolors ﬂid!

next mlou will sprawl .ll crme -

usual effects. The (izative aiso
changes the colors. It
you have i know and that ™

He also prefers to buikd up Masonite *

In preparing for a one-men show
such as the one at the.Robert Thom
Gallery of Birminghamsn 1973, Mrock
first did a large portiolio of pencil
sketches on location. {Faur monthy
later. working every| evening and
every weekend, the
was rndy to hang. works only

Gallery.

Yet. ntn for like Mrock

his work as a
il artit,
ration.

WHILE HE IS BEGENNING
tect a turn-around in Mtitude
realistic artists—{or a'kng time
ran a poor fifth to op. pop. hard
and impressionisis—dp wishes the
change would speed .

“1 think realism is!coming back
Prople are tired of the five mine
pxmwmﬂ lmm 1 see more
n art’

ig§

5

tic painter has in bei
major shows, Few ma|
the metropolitan area show Michigmn
painters, he adds

This, in turn. puts th blame on the

art-buying public whe still feel thet
ny(blm they buy in Mew York. Lon-
m or San Franciscy is -wior to

it

would st home.

One small light mmmdmm
nel is the register of Michigm artists
which the Detroit Institute of Arts is
building. Mrock would fike to see it in-
clude a slide file of paidtings as well

Mrock was presi of the Farm-
ington Artist Club froin 1971 through
1973. He won 17 award$ from the clud
and has exhibited in ‘cammu-
rities in the met itan ares.

Soon he wants to more of the
world beyond his state. For
now, Michigan stitl chal
and s {amily which intiudes Nis wife.
Bonnie. Allen, 15, Terry. 13 and Sheri,
[}




