County board renews methodone aid

By ROBERT KIPPER methadone clinics and other

: dru; assistance services in the coun-

OAKLAND COUNTY—With the op- ty.
position of several commissioners

eased for anther year. the county = Commissioner Patrick Nowak (R-

board of commissioners voted April 19 28). of Farmington Hnlls who was

10 renew its $49.800 contribution to among those who had misgivings
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Ethan Allen

about tresting heroin ndaeu with
methadone. announced to the board
that he was satisfied that l'! canty
should re-pledge its support.
Nowak, a former volunteer with the
Synanon organization, which helps he-
roin addicts withdraw without the aid

substitute drug. to heroin addicts.

Each time the couty board is
asked to renew its drug assistance
pledge. similar objections are mo-
mentarily raised

COUNTY SUPPORT, as well as
funds (rom other local sources. are
needed for the drug assistance pro-
grams to receive much grester aid
from ‘the federal government.

With the county's renewed participa-
tion, three county methadone clinics
and a fourth drug-help agency. The
Residents Awareness Program. will di-
vide 9680648 in federal aid.

Of the three methadone clinics. the
largest is the Pontiac Methadone Qlin-
ic. which has the capacity to handle
130 addicts and is involved strictly in
methadone maintenance programs.

Attracting addicts from all over the
county. but mostly from the Pontiac
area, the clinic dispenses methadone

for oral consumption on the premises.
Addicts. unable to get along without a
substitute drug. volunteer for the pro-
gram and maintain their

The :basic justification for meh
adone is that it is far better to have
the heroin addict declare himself and
maintain his habit under close medi-
cal supervision than resorting to
crime to maintain his habit on the
street, where heroin habits can cost
as much as $57 per day.

GEORGE CARONIS, sdministrator
of the clinic, said 325 sddicts have par-
ticipated in the program in the past
four years. At least that many more

hnvebemlumedunymemhcld .

Caunty funding also supports two
methadone withdrawl programs at St.
Joseph and Providence hospitals.
These clinics can treat 23 addicts who
submit to detoxification programs.

The Residents Awareness Program '

(RAP). located in
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those with drug problems through'a

live-in. peer-influence, drug-free

model. There are currently 38 persons.

a the RAP house who get help from

former drug addicts while they help
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