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Moral perspectives

Unity needed to spur growth

An opportunity to participate in
a miur:: hospital g:dlcnlon in
Puerto Rlco jolted me to new
awareness of vital truths about
America. A short visit does not
make one an expert on a culture
but it does sharpen the vision of
home to sce contrasts.

Puerto Ricans are proud. I ex-

ted to overhear some Spanish

ut I found a society which is to-
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tally Spanish. Most clerks and
even policemen could not handle
simple Fnahnh questions despite
everyone's studying English every
vear of school.

They are Spanish in language,
custom and culture. Their pride
contrasts starkly with many in
America who seem apologetic or

defensive about being a minority.
The culture which began on that
{gllnd in 1508 gives vitality to their
ves.

Pucrto Ricans are happy. De-
spite a long struggle v.nh,xmny
some of which is still painfully evi-
dent, they have a relaxed joy in
daily duties. Never have | seen
such frequent, wide and encom-
passing smiles,

Awarcness of worth as a person
shows on faces. The happiness con-
tinues in action calling for skill
and competence.

PUERTO  RICANS  are
healthy. For decades they suffered
with parasites common in tropical
climates. The problem is nearly er-
adicated by community health ed-
ucation, wearing shoes and having
black- mppod roads almost e\'ery-
where,

Health problems are like ours
but the death rates is 6.7 per thou-
sand compared to our rate of 9.5,
Life expectancy; is a year longer
lghnn in the continental United

tates.

The truth is that pride, happi-
ness and health depend on gmmg
unity and divefsity properly
Iated. We suburbanites thini
are the unity and others should

want to be like us. The fact is that
we are one variety which can be
enjoyed only if we appreciate a
deeper unity.

We can and should trust the
basic unity in America: being one
nation is primary and a given fact.
The bicentennial is an opportunity

1o celebrate unity as our founda-
non Each of us is a participant
and contributor in the whole.

WITH FIRM ROOTS in the
unity of America we can grow in
the specific ways of our commu-

nity. Pluralism is vitality created
by vividness in each piece of diver-
sity,

“Bloom where you were
planted” is graffiti emphasizing
our oneness in the soil of our
homeland and our variety as par-
ticular communities.

Puerto Ricans remind us of our
sense of being at home in the unity
of America and enjoying ourselves
as specific people. Suburbia has a
contribution to offer if it doesn’t
confuse itself with the whole.

Adventists add college -

A new university with medical
emphasis will be added to the
chain of educational institutions in
which the Troy Seventh-day Ad-
ventist church has an investment.

The university, at Montemorel-
los, Mexico, will open this Septem-
ber and will be known as the Uni-
versity of Montemorellos. Helping
plan for the new facility are fac-
ulty members of the Adventist-run
Loma Linda University in South-
ern California, according to Pastor
Paul Matacio of the Troy church.

“Once a year our church contrib-
utes to the support of Loma Linda,
hesaid. “We believe Loma Linda is
vital to the total service Seventh-
day Adventists can provide for the
peoples of the earth. We think the
new university will come in this
category too.”

Dr. Edward Elmendorf 111, Dr.
Barbara Munson and Dr. Tom Ver-
helle, all members of the Troy con-

regation, are graduates of Loma
Linda Unmml)
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"Dear Friends,
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The clergyman and the funeral director are
partners in a service, basically religious,
intended to alleviate the grief and suffer-
ing of the bereaved family, Between them,
they have developed a religious, social, sen-
timental yet realistic service, that man.
kind appreciates and needs in its darkest

Respectfully,

Eant} ot
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