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Legislators gain water bo rd audit

Suburban |C|ll|llori won their
Monday to have an
audit of lhe Delroll Metropolitan
Water Department's books.
m‘-lvolecllqndallbued
stud,

y
came during a lwohaur public hear.
ing in Livonia to gain informatiqn
sbout the department's operations.

The committee, headed by
John Bennett (D-Redford
way created In early March at
height of on-againoll-again dis-
pute over proposed increases in the
water rates.

REP, ROBERT Geake (R-North-
ville) initiated the motion for the
audit by the state auditor general
JMter the commiltee failed to get the
- Information it wanted from the water

e‘?‘hef subu

our rhan

bers, Bennett, Gukemﬂ:;u.ldll Kel-
sey (D-Warren) and Rep. Ruth
McNamee (R-Birmingham

the motion for the audit.

Opposed was Rep. Joscphine Hun-
singer (D-Detrolt) who said she would
carry her fight to the floor of the
House. -

£5)

Two committee members, ane from
Dmoll and one from Taylor. were ab-

Aner the vote. the committee heard
from several western Wayne County
olficials the need for ouside control
or supervision of the department.

MAYOR EDWARD McNamara of
Livonia, who in late February
sparked the sition to the
rate hikes organized forces to con-
tinue the battle, suggested that the
State Public Service Commission over-
see the department

The PSC currently regulates rates
for the telephone, gas and electrical
wilities.

McNamara strongly suggested that
an outside audit be done of the depart-
ment since all cities are subject to out-
side- audits.

The mayor said his law department ° 13-

lenge the “arbitrary”
scinded three days Ister.
. McNamara said the increase was
approved Isst week abot a month
after the water board df commission-
ers approved a budget containing a
1.8 million surplus and no rate hike.
He showed the committee the de-_
partment’s voluminous budget and
two books of ‘‘explanatory nates” but
said there were still conflicts in infor-
mation.

STRONGLY OPPOSED to Detroit-

Supervisor Robert Greenstein of Can-
ton Tovnm:r.
1 can’t tell if the suburts are get-
ting ripped off but | mum have the
cost breakdown (of water) (o tell if
the rates are equitable.” he said.
Greenstein sald Detroit “has its fat
hand out for suburban money,” citing
federal programs like Comprehensive
Employment Training Act for jobless
persons and block grants under the
new Houahu and Community Devel-

Noone is asking for charity except
Detrolt," he added. mm’m
willing to pay our share’
Greenstein suggested five require-
ments (or waler department control if
it Isn't placed under the PSC, which a
commiltee member and witness felt
wouldn't control future rate increases.
The supervisor said the water de-

for the suburbs; credit to the suburbs
for their contribution (o the water sys-

aged 1o hold off any rate increase for
its water customers in Ul past 10
years but a boost may be

2000,
GEAKE, IN defending his motion
for a state audit, said the
ture and particularly this committee
need {actual, objective information on
the true costs of the water depart-
ment.”
He said the suburbs "‘must be pro-
tected from arbitrary and unreason-

.able rate hikes.”

His comments, made after the hear-
ing in the Livonla Senior Gitizens' Ac-
tivities Center, included a slap at the
PSC. which recently ww:d major
rate increases for other wutilities.

“1 don't have any more
in the PSC than  do in the Detroit
water board it comes to pro-
tecting the suburban consumer,” he
said.

*{ believe that the suburban commu-
nities who use Detroit water should

uded.

1 believe that the suburben commu-
nities who use Detroit water should
have direct representation
board with m'vlm over 8:
ting process. It appears
wvnn subsiditing the
paid by Detroit .

cluded.

The board has
Detroit and three
McNamara is a bbard member repre-

that at least four members be Detroit.
i

MRS, HUNSINGER argoed that
Geake’s motion to have an audit of

Law Day
events set

The Oskland Courty Bar Associ-
ation has planned a number of
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the
Bennett disagreed, saying
action is part of the committee’s
responsibilities.

Mrs. Hunsinger urged that the
tion be delayed until the full com
mittee is present.

She said that “this has never been
mnnmaﬂmbdmnilvﬂ]m
port it to the kﬂ

Emest Cedroni,
director. Ioldlhecomnlmthl
troit has the lowest water rates tn
nation.

De-
the

HE SAID that be_woud have
mmhvndm:wucmg
understand explanation

i‘l
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water department budget includes
990,000 a year for an sudit although
the last one was done for the fiscal

medlorlnntvemployuﬂthenl&'

ber of Detroit water customers is
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 GRAND OPENING |

THURSDAY MAY 1 through SATURDAY MAY 3

. PRIZES TO BE GIVEN AWAY
3 $100 Gift Certificates 6 Bottles of Spring Mist

4 $50 Gift Certificates -1 Dozen Roses
5 $25 Gift Certificates  1Bottle Champagne

SPRING

CIRES TDraperies

VILLAGE FASHION MALL, 19183 VERRMAN st 7 MLE. LIVONIA 478-2340
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- 1/2 off authentic
sterling silver and
turquoise Indian jewelry-
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Northla’nd and Eastland only
Thursday, Fri

Outstanding savings on silver and turquoise rings. pendants, necklaces and brace-
lets from The Tejas Trading Company. Classic designs you'll treasure forever. Take
advantage of this remarkable savings opportunity in Costume Jewelry at Hydson'’s:
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