By SUSAN AVERILL

FARMINGTON HILLS—It was
really only a trial run, b if the stu
dents have anything to say about it
froup counseling at Harrison High
School will become entrenched.

Ten students meet for two hours
every Tuesday in the taculty library
and help themselves and cach other
learn &’ little bit more about prob-
l:m-: fears and joys they all share.

“It's been difficult, bu you gain so
much—Iit makes you more aware of
yoursell." said one brownhaired girl
who credited the group with helping
her overcome her painful shyness.

"1 feel t've learned a lot. When
people talk now, I understand their
meaning n lot better.

“IU's not just hearing them. It's lis-
tening. too.” a senior boy explained

THE 10WEEK pilt session was
fun by Gerald Sklare. a counselor at
Harrison and a counseling teacher al
Wayne State University.

Sklare has conducted scveral sim-
{lar groups at Wayne. but only recent-
ly decided 10 offer the same for Farm-
ington students,

1 had led groups at Wayne, but |
didn't know whether 1t would be tough-

er with students than with adults,” he
said.

As he secs it now. the results were
well worlhllhe d'lurl.

“The: easingly surprised me.
They Il{m‘: what should be donc.”

Leading the sessions with him was
Robert Hickox, who said he was tak-
ing advantage of Sklare's knowledge
and skill to gain counseling expe-
i

ence.

“1 have a masters in counseling.
but not the experience Jerry has. I'm
bringing my experience to the group,
but I'm also using it as a model for
additional experience.” he said.

HOWEVER, both are careful not to
use the students as a sounding board
for their personal difficulties.

“This Is not the place for a group
leader to get his problems resolved.™
Hickox said.

But neither is it n mass counseling
session or a rap group.

“This is individual counseling in a
group setting. It is NOT a rap group.™
Sklare emphasized. worricd that some
might misunderstand group coun-
seling dynamics.

What makes his group different is
that It isn’t an aimless

from lopic (o topic with catharsis as
the focal point in problem discussion

INSTEAD, once the group becomes
interested in a problem presented by
ane of its members. it works toward a
solwion...but onty under Sklare's care-
ful guidance.

No one is allowed to take a back
seal in the discussions. Each person is
asked for his particular view of the

“You get more feedback this way
than you ever could just talking to a
counselor,” one young man sad. “It
also gives you some satisfaction to
help others solve their problems. espe-
cially if you have already had some
experience with it vourseif

And it might be hindsight that the
counselor wouldn't have, he said.

will point it out and heip set correc-
tive pgoals.

“MAYBE a student will have a prob-
lem with shyness. If b says he
wishes he would speak up more in
class, he might set himself the goal of
asking three questions the next class
period. Someone in the grap will
later ask him how it tumed owt.”
Sklare exlained

Students gain self-awareness through counseling

seiing. most students agreed (hat it
helped them understand themseives.
T feel better about mysell as a per-

experienced many petwonal gains and
would recommend the program to any-

one.
“"Man controls his own destiny!” an-
nounced another person. who felt

problem and possible salitions he ness. rather than rated “good” or In recent written analyses of their more responsible for his own actions
could suggest. “bed.” If it isn't effective. the group opinions on the new method of coun than he had previowsly.
4
-~

Volume 86 Number 58

Thursday, May 8, 1975

Farmington plans hearing
on budget, tax increase

FARMINGTON—The city council
will hold a public hearing at 8 p.m.
May 15 to consider the 197876
which will include & ohe- half-mill in-

ave

cred 3

The $1.5-millicn package must be ap-
proved by May 1.

Councilmen have been studying the
46-page proposat since April 7. Copies
of the document are available in the
city manager's 3

Counciimen and city officials have

been seeking residents’ comments re-
garding the budget and the proposed
tax incresse but say there has been
little 3

The current inflation and economic
slowdown means the city needs more
operating funds, City Manager Robert
Deadman said

"'After three years of being able to
offset the rising costs of
city setvices within the same tax
rate, we find that this year's anticipat-

ed revenues will not cover projected

Grand River to receive

facelift with new surface

FAKMINGTON—The resurfacing of
Grand River, shelved scveral times In
‘the past due to & lack of funds, may
soon become a reality.

The city council received word Mon-
day night that the department of state
highways and transportation will
spend §786,000 for improvements 1o &
29-mile section of the city's main
street from Drake Road east to 50
feet east of Helen Street.

construction season.
The stretch to be improved is the
second and third phase of plans to im-
ve about four miles of

ver.
The first phase, a 1.08-mile section
from Halsted to Drake. was set aside
because of the need to acquire right-
of- way (o [acilitate necessary widen-
. Estimate cost for that first phase

is $665,000.

DEADMAN explained the plans for
the Improvements.

““The state highway department had
previously considersd this project, al-
though tunding was not availsble to fi-
nance it,” he sald
from state

On March 25. at urging
Rep. Wilbur V. Brotherton (R-Farm-
ington), representatives of Lhe state

highway department met with city of-
ficlals from Farmington and Farm-

Founders’ Festival
committee to meet

FARMINGTON—The Founders' Fes-
tval committee will meet at 8 p.m.
Monday, May 12, in the Farmington
High School library. All are weicome.

ington Hills to discuss the requested
mprovements.

An onsite was made of
Grand River from Halstesd to the
Grand River Drive-In. Pot holes, bro-
ken pavement and deteriorating curbs
were evident along some of the sec-
tions.

At that time. the decision was made
to divide the project into the three
phases

PHASE [T is a 0.66mile sepment
from Drake Road to Shiawassee.
Plans call for lane widening with the
addition of two 11-foct right turn lanes
in accordance with the traffic and
safety division recommendations,
Desdman said. The construction of
curb and gutter with enclosed drain-
m using existing drainage outlets is

planned.
Phase 111. a 2.32-mile segment from
Shiawassee (o Helen requires exten-
sive ref ,

lopment  grant
the city to resurface
tennis courts, construct handball
courts and replace the stairs from
Power Road 10 the baseball diamond

ares in
1t will also permit ofa
mini-park on Violet Street near Grand

River. Swings. slide, sandbox. picnic
table and an outdoor grill are pro-

Waiting

young person occupied while his parents go shopping. For party

A party store (s not a place to have parties. Nor does it Just
" supply food and drink for parties. it's a place to stop when you
need most any food. But It lacks al the littie goodies to keep a

ot

store pictures and story, turn to page 3. (Photo by Craig New-
man) -
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ALICE NichoLs

{

Farmington artist
has solo show

FARMINGTON—Paintings by Alice
Nichols will be on display in the quiet
foom of the Farmington Library on
Twelve Mile. starting Saturday. May
n.

The exhibit will continue through
June 0.
Mrs. Nichols. well known locally as

an artist and active supporter of the
a3 in the community. said she would

SHE HAS RECEIVED eight awards
in ‘shows by the Farm-
ington Artists Club as weil as from P
lette and Brush and two shows at the
Pontiac Mall.

She has perticipated in many juried
shows, had a one-woman show at the
University Liggett School of Grosse
Pointe and at the Orchard Mall last
year. She is an owner member of Gal-
lerie 12, a coop gallery in Plymouth
where her work is on display

Her philosophy is summed wp in a
few statements. “Art is

and everything in my life. I paint and
work in many medias bremne each
subject is a new experience. | teach

new excitement.

The artist is married She and her
husbend. Donald. are the parcnts of
Kevin. 12, and Tim. 10

The exhibits In the library are
monthly one man shows for members
of the Farmington Artists Club.
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