The family room fireplace was buift by the present owners from
brick taken from the oid drive beside the home at Eleven Mile

and Power.

Lisa Juliano's bedroom has an
old to savor and cherish. Her mother made the quilted spread.

-a %,
ageless look for the nine-year-
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The rocker belonged 1o her great grandmotrier and the doll

house was once her mather's favorite toy

150-year-old former tavern becomes home

By CORINNE ABATT

FARMINGTON HILLS—It took Ann
Juliano a while to gt wsed to having
people stop in front of her home to
take pictures Now. she understands
they're admiring the nearly 150-year-
old home for its classic beauty and ex-
cellent restoration

Built about 1827 by Nathan Phil.
brick. a Quaker settler. the building
was a tavern for many years Meals
were scrved in the first floor rooms.
drovers tcattle drivers were offered
sleeping accommodations in the upper
attlc. and the Philbrick family quar-
térs were elther on the fitst of Second
floor, Mrs. Julinno isn't sure.
hnl.« 'tlmd Ann Juliano bought the

me three vears ago. They are expe-
fienced remodelers and had just c;rwn
pleted renovation of their home In
Pontiac when the former tavern at
Eleven Mile and Power came mn the
market )

As soan as they saw it. they knew it
was meant to be theirs. Slowly. inder
their efforts. it is becoming a show-

,!. .

place country home which will pro-
vide a rich heritage for thor four
youngsters: Lisa. 9. Joe. 6. Jeff. 4,
and John. 2

DR JULIANO built m attached ga-
rage on the south side of the home
1He is reasonably sure the present fam.
1ly room behind it was the onginal 1ay-
ern Arca

“There was a tot of traffic in that
room—tho inch and a quarter floors
were worn to three-quarters of an
inch.”

Although both love the ook of natu-
ral wnod floors. Dr. Juliano had to re-
move the worn floor planks.

“They had ‘bhen burmed. charred
and soaked with water They werenl
sale anymore,” he explained

He also took all of the old ceiling
sand plaster ofl. lcaving the original
rafters. rough hewn. mellow in color
with a patina that comes with age

The couple built a targe fireplace in
the family room. the back of which
forms one wall of the adjoning kitch-
en. There wagn't s fireplace there
when they moked into the home, but

i
Jeff Juliano takes & lelsurely siroll down the stairway of the main entsy hall.

the foundation for one was in the base
ment. indicating Lhat at some pre
vious time. onc had been there

THE MICHIGAN (ickdstone walls of
the basement look like the foundation
for a fortress—thick. strong. solid
Since the tavern was reputedly an un-
derground railroad stop for slaves fice-
ing to freedom during the Qivil War.
the Julianos scarched for some sub-
stantiating evidence

most they have found is an un-
usually large rock in the wall at the
{ar corner of the basemert. It is big
tunnel 1o

tunnel. If there was onc. was doubt.
less covered when the cement floor
was poured at some later date.
At one time during the gutting of
the interior. Mrs Juliano says she
could stand in the famuly room and
sce through to the sky two floors up.
The flooring on the second floor was
removed. the structure strengthened

and replaced.
In the upstairs hall keading to the

v 4

four bedrooms. a fifth is now under
construction, the flooring sagged so
badly and the walls so far ot of
plumb they had pulled away from the
ceiling leaving large gaps.

Dr. Juliano replaced the upstairs
spring floors with 2 by 12 joists
Spring floors are two layers with two
sets of supporting beams

THE. UPPER ATTIC where the dro-
vers slcpt is a large pitch roof reom
The Julianos will probably leave t as
is—unfimished. The exposed honzontal
beams are hand'hewn and 40 feet
long. The wooden pegs which pre-date
nails. are plainly viuble

Under the efforts of the couple. the
home may be cioser to what 1t ong-
nally was than it has been in the tran
Shion years. They made few changes
in the main entry hall—only to instal-
Iing new wood bannisters and shorten-
ing the turn in the stars for easier
passage through the hall

They took out an attractive ledge
rock [ireplace 1n the Iiving room be
cause they felt it wawnl in keeping
with the age of the home and re.
placed it with a Georgian style
mantle

As often as possible thy save the
oriinal materials and use them in Lhe

remodeling The brick for the famuly
room fireplace was part of the dnive.
a portion of which was remmed when
a cement onc was built

They have left the wansenating in
the downstairs which was added at
some later time because they thnk it
fits the country farm atmmsphere.

Three vears and countless hours of
building. panting. wallpapening and
refinisheng later. the Julanos can
look with satisfaction at their work

They have a gracious amuly home.
convenient. strong. open and cobwr-
ful—an ideal heritage home for 3
growing lamuly

Celebrate on a summer’s
eve. Sensational in
sun-down separates.

MALBE lets your casual daylight spints
extend into the night. Party somewhere
cool. Or dine at the water's edge in
night-brightening cotton polyester in-
spirations. The tailored vode shirt in

red of yellow, $24. And the ever.
exciting embroidered long skirt Color-
ful stitches on denimy blue, $38
Misses’ sizes in The Woodward Shops

hudsons




