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editorial opinion

There’s no need for student advisory seat

There is no reason to have a student
advisor for the Farmington School- Board
if—and this is a big if—the school board

members do their job.

A committee of the board is studying
the possibility of a student advisor. The

Student voices should speak on all
issue before the board. But students now
have the same opportunities as other

school district residents. It makes as
much sense to give women, the teachers

_seat on the

advisor would have all the privileges of
any other board member. but would not

be able to vote. or be counted as part of a

quorum.

union or other special interest groups a

board.

The problem is with students, not the

board. Students are just as apathetic as

Tim Richard writes

Hundreds of young persons and
many of their fine parents are
doomed to dissppointment this spring
when their parties go awry

The pattern is (amiliar: It's high
school gradustion,lime; mom and dad
are proud of their offspring and wish
to reward them with a party: for
some reason the party is raided by
the cops; ugly words are exchanged:
perhape there are arrests: the parents
ﬁ‘ a formal summons; they plan to

re & lawyer and fight bt finally de-
cide the heck with it and pay a stiff
fine. Bitterness

BEFORE ME is a letier from a
man whose handwriting indicates he
is elderly. The details must be with-
held because the matter is potentially
libelous. but his basic reaction is fair-
ly typicsl:

**An open letter of thanks to the offi-
cers of the numerous police depart-

Hire experts
Editor:

Now that the school millage has
passed and before the school board
passes out raises, | would like Lo see
them hire an outside efficiency expert
o trim the lat and waste off the
school budgets.

At no time during the millage cam-
paign did | see any figures regarding
money spent for vandalism and
waste. | believe that school bosrds.
townships. counties. cities. all state
and federal government departments
should operate the same as business
companies and corporstions and pub-
lish a financial statement at least

ar
. every taxpayer should
have the right 1o see how. the tax
money Is being spent

“Kids Count” that was the molto
for the millage. The If “Kids Count
Jets get every paremt and teacher to
siart sccounting. PARENTS SHOULD
teach respect for property and teach-
ers. Teachers should teach. not just
frills and fun subjects but good old
fashion basics like reading. writing,

when s graduste

school, they can read. write, -spell.
8dd, subtract, multiply and divide
without the use of a machine to do it

the time will they have a machine
handy.
This pew.millage plus the 111 per

ties and taxes all rising o fast.
These people’s (axes have built the

ments who responded to a distress
call from residents in the — area.
.A riolous party which attracted over
a hundred young hoodiums was held
at a house at —. They parked cars
in private parking aress. in driveways
and even on lawns and littered the
area with all kinds of trash.

“The officers who did a
line job of dispersing the mob and re-
oring pnce?:lhe neighborhood.

Other letters have a similar ring:
Hordes of young people. shouting ob-
scenities, urinating behind the bushes.
and on and on

‘

THE OTHER SIDE of the coin was
told to me by a father whose party
was the object of such a complaint

last year:

“Hey. these are good kids—not
inner city roughnecks. They've
worked hard to graduste

“Sure. some ol their words are the

From our readers

we have now. About all we get now is
a trash collection once & week and
our streets plowed out twice & yesr.
Taxes keep going up and up. serv
ices go down and down. but everyone
in govenment wants more benefits.
higher wages and less work. Wonder
how long private industry would last
operating thic wav”
MRS. W. McCLELLAN
Farmington Hills

T-shirt disgrace

Editor

It is most unfortunate that the
Detroit [nsitute of Art s going through
an austerity phase where they are
forced .to close many valuable and
inmeresting galleries to the public. in
order 1o cut down on cost .

May | indignantly state that putting
on an cxhibition of T-shirts and
spending scveral thouxand dollars lo
promate this decadent show is not
doing_any service 1o the people of
Detroit )

The museum. for many years has
been battling 10 be in first place
position with ather major museums of
the couniry in putting great
exhibitions at tremendous cosi. and in
many cascs they wind up in the red of
‘many thousands of dollars.

They have ignored the local ant
scene for many years. as il no
gallerics and artists cxisted in our
city.  Perhaps the leadership of the
museum  should look through the
u of work of art that are
stored in the basement bins of the
museumn and show these works to the
people of Detroit. without committing
themselves to extra cxpenses,

They should make a serious effort to
recognize and promote local artists
and relate to the Jocal art scene. and
stop compeling wilh other museums.
The T-shirt exhibition is an utter
disgrace to this city, 1'd rather see
the muscum use the same space to
show local. recognized artists

ROBERT GARELICK
Birmingham
No concrete pipe

Editor
Development in the northestern
section of Southfield can occur without
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about her kid. "
IT'S EASY t0 reconstruct what hap-
pened. and the truth is probably mid-

No one 1s seriously advacating that
this area become a public park at
Private property owners cxpense.
Property rights are an issue. The
owners of the land in the “sitver
triangle”’ have the right to wilize their
property—but not at the expense of
people who live adjacent to it or

ream of downstream

ALL CITIZENS have equal
property rights under our constitution.
We are ‘asking how  wells. smalt
streams< and  ponds of upstream
property owners will be affected

Many lang time Southlield residents
downstream along the Rouge already
have all the water they can tolerate at
TaIn of snow melt.

This is also true of residents in
Detroit, Dearborn Heights
and Dearborn.

Our Southfield building code
prohibits a residem grading his
property at an clevation which causes
runofl to go to adjacert property and
creating flooding conditions does
piping excess water {rom one property
upstream to other properties
downstream change the issue.. How
will & surge of water through the
13-foot Pernick Drain pipe affect
property owners downsiream {rom
it .

THE ROUGE RIVER i an
itreplaceable. important resource to
Southiseld and metro Drtroit. Besides
the very real function of drainage. &
serves (0 support a greenbeit. offers
rest and food lo birds on a major
fiyway. helps buffer city noise and
cleanse Lhe air etc. If we bury it in
pipes and line it with cement. it will
only be a drain—and it will cost us
dearly=
ling for flood cortrol of four
(hall miles downriver cost will
million and may well cost
per year for
estimated cost of
alternative for the
Pernick Drain is well over 3 million.

BIT BY 'BIT the entire river can be

ved. We can pay millns. even
billions for a system thet serves us
less well than the natural river. With
new helpful laws (Federal Water
Quality Act of 1972 and Michigan Soil
and Erosion Act) we cauld have a

over

several hundred
maintenance. The
the

ford to live in the home thal he has the recommended Pernick Drain. . clearner river by 1985,
been paying on for years. Let the There are ways o manage drainage  But the river system may be unable
m people whose children are nsiead of simply piping it (o tolerste the terrible Mlutustions of
ng from the taxes pay. It nY  downstream at great public expense water to it as a result of dumping
fair that people who are retired. or  This is especially true In the volumes into it through pipes such as
have no children, pay the same 3chool  Soulhfield “silver triangle” where the 13.foat pipe in the Rermick Drain
taxes as people who have several chil-  much of the 1.650 acre ares ts siill project. as proposed.
dren going 10 school. This tax sysiem  vacant. Chapter 20 of the drain code  The issue is not “if” but “how’ this
is obsolete and unfair. does not specify that large cement aren is developed and drained.
When you come right down to il pipes must be the method of drainage.
c:.n ago when we first moved ot Land needed for managing and VERONA MORSE
. lazes were low and we had retention of the drainage could be President,
many more benefits from them than  bought instead. Rouge Basin Coalition
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their parents when school matters are

concerned.

Any meaningful special privileges
given to a student advisor would create
- problems for the board. If*a student is
given access to labor or land negotiation
information, or listens to discussion of
personnel matters, he could be subject to
pressures to divulge what he knows.

Personnel matters. labor contracts

the schoo!
privately.

to speak.

and land purchases are the only subjects

board should be discussing

Ali other matters should be discussed
in public. where a student should have
just as much right as any other resident

The board. however. must be espe-
cially sensitive to students. They are

most directly affected by the board's ac-

tions.

A familiar pattern

spectable high school graduates hav-

ing a beers?
© THE N is lor parents to
recognize’ that everything done at a

party must bé\interpreted in the worst
possible light—in advance '
your quiet residential street

really sccommodste 88 cars? Is there
even & remote chance the party will

spull outdoors” Does even one of your
neighbors get up early next moming
to g to work or church®

If you still want to give your very
fine youngster a graduation party.
and a big one. wouldn it be smart to
hire a hall that has plenty of space.
plenty of johns. plenty of parking and
4 commerciafly zoned location®

-
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Your DETROIT BANK-@r Getting the right financing for

YOUr new Car is just as im-

portant as getting the right car.,
" offices.

That's why so many people see
2 DETROIT BANK-er for an
auto loan. Detroit Bank & Trust
has been making auto loans
nearly as long as Detroit has
been making automotries. And
DETROIT BANK-ers are
genuinely concerned that you
get a loan you can atford with-
out bursting your budget. So
once you've found the right car,
get the right loan by having

your dealer contact Detrott
Bank & Trust or by visiting any
one of our convenient branch

you ought to know
a DETROIT BANK-er

DETROIT
BANK
. & TRUST
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