George McNeil waters his garden. (sim photo by Harry
the)

Owner grows garden
near tool company

By JUDY OWEN

George McNeil's garden in down-
town Farmington could rival the pro-
verbial tree that grows in Brooklyn.

McNeil might also be known as a

rson who makes oplimum usc of his
and. '+ .

This is the fifth year for his four-
fodt-wide garden which is filled with
strawberries, tomato plants, pole
beans, lettuce, kolrobl. . peppers.
Swiss chard, chives, onions and Chi-
nese peas, T

The narrow strip runs 35 feet ulonu
the east side of his Precision Tool
BB Grand River,

“IT'8 THE ONLY land {'ve got.” he
said. He appears to make good use of
his tiny space along h beside
his building. .ky

His successful efforts n* e
as encouragement to Mﬁo
would like to raise some vegiables
but think that a.tiny space might pro-
hibil gardening.

Cucumbers and beans climb wires

stnmg from the ground to the win-

dows to save space.

ide. said
At one time. much of the strip had

been used for storage of excess steel
that the firm was unable to we in its
manufacture of aircraft parts.

BUT HE FOUND that the area high
schools had a need for that type of ma-
terial, so-he hustled it over to them
md gained more space for his gar-

\ou know, things grow better
where that steel was than anywhere
eise,” he said

e has tried corn—which bnm just
a few ears—and squash tut his aban-
doned them for plants that require
less growing space.

The tomatoes arc already in the
ground with protective wires encasing
them.

*I STARTED the tomatoes too
urly." he said 1 got the itch.

“We get a lot of fun out if it.” he
said. 'When everything nriu g,
we get tomatoes cve

He shares the fruits of Ius labors
with the 10 men he employs in his

shop

Mcanwhile. there's a lot of water. a
ot of tove and even some encour.
aging chatter out along side his bunld-
ing av he asks his budded straw-
berries to **Come on now, plants. do
your thing.™

Not everyone who
Day parsde Monday was a gvownup "Some of the younger
wnlchcn sat on their parents’ shoukiers 30 they could watch the
bands and fioats essier. This years parade atiracted a good
turnout, attributed to the Bicentennial year, but mostly 10 the
good weather. Story and more pictures on page 3. (Photo by
Craig Newman) .
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John Wesley College changes its
educational structure for students

By CORINNE ABATT
FARMINGTON HILLS-Several
College. a

dﬂnﬂy way of Iife.
those is to take the college lo
the students rather than the tradition-
-al way. Another is that learming is &
lifelong process beginning in early
childhood and continuing indefinitely.
These are two of the ressons why
~there is & center in Farmingtan Hills.

campus sites in the mmm
Wesley faculty and stafl are building
a close interrelationship with the com-

development of the off-campus cen-

lm
“Two years ago January. we

started the off-campus programs. We
have tried to develop a school for
adults to fit their needs—not curs. We
have identified 21 ways prople are
earning

He mentioned evening dmes lele
vision credit courses and travel study
programs -as examples. John Wesley
offers travel-study to the 500 on-
campus students in Owosso as well as
to another 500 taking courses at the
local centers such as Farmington
Hills.

Beyond these new tenets is one
which reaches further into the lives of
the people in the local commmunities.

NANCY BATES. administrative as-
sistant with offices in Farmington
Hills stated it.

“One of our challenges is to
strengthen other community in-
stitwions and organizations. We will
work with a church or school. for in-
stance. (o help develop programs and
build a strong well-organised volun-
teer group. That's really our goal.
We're not competing with other educa-
tional institutions.”

senjor citizens helptd launch the art
and cralt program. We lesrned from

pmnh We have doubled our attend-
aNCe every year. Weh'lhwm
lems. we have growing pains.”

GERONTOLOGY is one of the
areas which is taking off very fast.

*'People,” said Bunnell, “'should be-
come interested in retiremert when

have gn institute for mature *
The; human potential courses sre

also be

reinforcing the college’s that

ported. ing
:nldwr:lellarddﬂtlmuq»
of

foe the college sponsored two-
ology exploration trip to \heg md
other areas next Augpmt

Proudly Bunnell said the college is
now on recognized candidate status
with the North Central Associstion
meaning that within a year. it will re.
ceive full accreditation.

Tlﬂay he said. “non-traditional

cial and
the historic evemts. \

TOUCHING the rocks. secing e
formations and colors in Yellowstone
P-rknndlhz Mdahdl‘uhm

is in. We know we must de-
ign programs to fit the needs of the

lm: It's in the

that we're good. We know we can't be

all things to all people and so many

times we refer people to other in-

never
Dr. Hulm Mudeley IS \hc lour guide

Kids’ fish derby
date is changed
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In addition to the variety of pro-

After the storm

Detroit Edison crewmen cut down fallen and
faling Kmbs 10 free powsr lines. These workmen
were out at 7:30 Monday morming clearing & back
yard on Heritage Hilts Orive to make sure elec-
trical power continued after it was restored.
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grams and learning situstions foe
adunts. John Wesley Certer in Farm-
ington Hills has an early learning cen-
ter for pre-schoolers. it the
Metropolitan Guidance Certer next
door. ers buresu service & also
available in all of the center commu-
nities.

Meaningful education is a lonse
phrase—it means differert things to
different people. Yet. it descnbes the
goat which this college set when it
made the sharp turnaround several
years ago. To meet the needs of an
ever changing society. the John Wes
ley administrators know they have to
hang loose.

Keep yourself up to date
on happenings in your
fhometown. Make sure
you get &ll the news by
giving your Observer &
Eccentric carrier 90° for -
the May editions of your
HOMEWN NEWSDEPEr.




