ROM time
to time
maga-
zines and
n e W8pa
pers have

) printed

§ - . storles dealing with the

adiount of money expanded by lhn»pul!rlh: in s

search for amusemeats, and Lbe _agregate In
daflars, running well up toward $20,000,000 Lor
= single season's theatergojng, is a fairly rea-
sonable estimate. What it costs tor provide
these theatrical amusements for ayear, a
wépth, a week, or even'a dey, {8 a-subject,
howaver, of ‘such Indefinite conjectare that it
has'hot yet got {nto type, or, 4 it hes, {n such
a feaultory and fragmentary Way, ‘Pud: with so
amugh omitted and so much taken for.granted,
‘that, the figures cannot:be sald to have carried
much conviction. It 5 practically impossible
4o Estimate exactly what amount of money the
theatrical producers of Amerlca expend @
ihelr efforts to cater to the vast cliantele
which looks to this form of amusgemesnt for
rellef from the dull cares of the dally routine
pr the highly charged nervous wear. and tear
of 8 swift commercial era, but aveyages are
possible. And, though lacking somewhat in
definiteness, they tell a story of vast treas
wure.all belng poured through practically the
one chanpel of enterprise.

To any one who has not stopped to ecnsid-
er the pumber of theaters required in a great
country like this, the number of people em-
ployed, the multfarious business eaterprises
directly or indirecdy affect-

ed by the unceasing de
mang. for theatrlesl amuse:
ment, the fgures at first

stght may seem well-uigh (o
credible. But it may-.be
porne o mind that aay g
wres quoted here represent

L Vo

an average Ar
rived at only
alter deparate
congultatio o
wlth  repre
wentatlves  of
mhree or four
~gof the most
-important acd
persistentl ¥
active  theat
rlcal organiza
Houns In Amer.
iles: they
:should there
Vore, be Ac
septed as rea-
sonably trust
worthy. In round nigures there ls invested in
thearrical ventures in this country about §109-
LONRYO.

Does this sum seem excessive?

Then remember the wide expanse of ter
rltory represeated by the words Unitad States
of America, and try to realize that practically
every city acd hamlet in the land bas its the-
ater or opera Douse, that in every case the ac
cessibility of the thaater itself 13 a matter of
supreme importance, and that this fact at
once necessitates the expenditure of highyrent-
als or the purchase of high priced proporties—
that the operator of a theater, in fact, must ex-
pect at the very outset to poy the maximum
of property values, whether he leases or buys.

In New York, for instance, the Rialto has
steadlly moved uptown, keeplng pace with the
clty's growth northward, and to-day the costli-
est theaters In the world are centered about
Times Square—in Rroadway and in the adja-
cent side streets within a radius of hall &
dozen blocks {rom the polnt of supreme com-
merctal competition. .

Maia street in the average Aruerlcan village
would not be Main street without its theater
«or ~Opera House,” and there can be no doubt
ithst in these swmaller communliles. as in the
.great metropollian citles; the theater property
wiil be found lsted among the most valuable
holdings Ia realty, 7

in Cbicago-there are 37, Baltluore 8, Wash-
fmgton 8, Buffalo 7, Cindlnoatl 11, while prac-,
tically every ome of the larger citles through-
@ut the country has au average of from three
\to five theaters, and though Tht the time being
‘nany ol théty are given over to moving picture
ahows, they all represent an aggregste of cap-
ftal lovested for the sake off providing wmuse-
ment for the publie. Aqreofer, tn-every stata
ot the union the smalier towrs as’ well as the
capitals and metropoils are well supplied with
temples to the' muse” The followitig table gives
an appraximate of the number 61 Dplaces in
each atate  where regular atfractions are
ooked, though there ‘ate some of the number
andoubtedly that are merely public halls ratd-
“or. than well-equipped theaters,

. M%e ed - also ‘that Jnhumerable minor-
_towns have halls where theatrical! entertain-
‘ypents are given, and thes ary dot omprised
Jn the booking schedules: T

igyincipal Cities; Number of Theatera—New -

York 76, Brooklyp 23, Jersey City 4, ‘Hobokenl,
Neowark 8, ‘Bostod 15 Proyidence, § Philadel-
~ghia 23, Baltimore 9, 'Washington 8; Butalo 7.
*. Rochester 5, Albany 5, Syracugo 3, Pittaburg

But $t-must be

3, Cleveland 8, Coluibus b, Cincinvatt 11, De-
yroft: 8, Chicaga 27, 8t. Louls 11, Milwaukee &,
St. Paul 6, Minneapolis 10, Omaka 4, Kansas
City 8, Denver 4, San Franclsco 7, Loy Angales
1, New Orlesns 9, Louisville 5, Indiadapolis 4,
Toledo 5. |
Number of Theaters In Each State—(List
does not iaclude theaters in citles mentfouned
ahove)—Alabama 27, Arizona 12, Arknnsas 19,
Calitornia 83, Colorado 30, Copnectieut 34, Del-
aware 4, Florida 19, Georgia 35, Idsho 26, LiL:
pols 126, Indiana 95, Indlan Territory 7, lowa

124, Kansas 81, Kentucky 36, Loutsiane 34,
Malua 37, Maryland 20, Massachusetts 10,
Michigan 98, Mlunesota 57, Mississippl 26, Mis-

souri 81, Montana 14, Nebrasks 70, Nevada 10
New Hampshire 22, New Jersey 33, New York J
150, North Carolina 46, Ohio 134, shoma 17,
Oregon 22, Pennsyivania 141, Rhode Island 11,
South Carolina 27, South Dakota 36, North Da-
kota 16, Tennessse 31, Texas 90, Tuh 39, Ver;
mont 26, Virginta 42, Washington 22, West Vir
ginia 29, Wisconstn ‘&7, Wyo
ming 13.

Hero, then, we have Bl aggre:
gate of 2,616
theaters of
one kind or
another which
get regular
bookings

It is a pe-
cullar
that even the
@ost  narrow-
minded and

\\\\\‘(7«
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puritanically Inclined farmer with a head dead
set ngainst the theaters, is often, though he
may not know it under obligations to the the-
atrical producer for the profits that enable dim
to "lft the mortgage from the old place.” For
the scenery there Is required lumber, from
which the frames (o hold the canves are made,
bringing & profit to the lumber yards, then to
the mill, and finally back to thé lumberman or
farmer who owned the standing timber. Hun-
dreds of thousands of square yarda of canvas
and linen are used to cover these fremes, and
here the returns, first to the dealer, event-
ually reach the manufacturer Who sold him the
material, and ultimately get to the men who
grew the cotton and flax—the farmer once
agaln, Immense quantities of bardware are
alxo used. with (he resultant profit to the deal-
er, the manufacturer, and the miner, and from
many sources the wage eurner, had he the
mind to do so, might ultimately trace his earn-
fugs to the door of the theater.

In Klaw & Erlanger's production of “Ben
Hur.” for lnstance, ome of the largest of ail
theatrical ofganizations, for which an enurely
new equipment !s being made this season.
over five miles of rope are used for hoisting
and lowering the scenery, and another clasa of
people derive thelr various benefits frowm this
need of the producer. There are used also
thousands of yards of Invisible neuting and
gauzos. Al of this was imported tormerly,
but most of it {s now masufactured in this
country. Last, but by no means least, over
2,000 costumes are used In “Ben Hur” alone.

The lowest estimate of & good one-night
stand house ls §400 a week, and this is pos-
sible only when the local manager can get
free labor for the runaing of the stage, as in
towns where boys and young men wiill quall-
fy as grips tn order to have the privilege of
geeing the shows. [n such cases they charge
nothing for thelr services.

The regular stage staft of a theater for a
emali show consists of six fly and gallery meh,
two property mem, iwo electriclans, two car-
penters and six grins. The carpenters and elec
triclans get from $25 to $30 a week, the grips
get from $1.00 to $1.50 a night. ‘Thbla s only
for o small show. In a large spectacle like
“Little Nemo,” for instance, 40 property boys
alone were required. “The Sins of Saclety,” 8
large, spectacular melodrama which Klaw &
Erlanger produced in Chi¢ago in the spring,
required 35 stage hands, 41 clearera, 14 elec
triclans, extra wardrobe women, and enlarged
orchestra. The regular acting staff was sup-
plemented, moreover by 120 men Supers and
50 of moro women supers. Thesa people got
an average of 60 cents a|night, and s there
are oumerous shows on ithe.road which re-
quire from ten to_fifty “extra people” auother
large sum of money ls nded In ftems not
covering the actual acting cast. ‘

Before the curtsln un:
traction sn ‘orchestra foader and an, orchestra
of ‘ten men hre required.
pnd the othprs $26.8 wee . .

Five hundred. tallérs,| seamstresses, dress.
inskers, buttonhole makers, and bootmake
‘draw revente from thig ~department- alo

shich mustrstill depend| upen occasional out- ..
of . special pressure, ,

_side concerns in . times
when. many shows are
weason.. " 1t ;armor. 13
. In & eehson in: Ne
ployed  in "the varjoms i ¢
ments about 200 wig makers, 800 ushars, 1,000

: 2,000 'stag hauds, 200°property

s i

cking ready for the
ed,: it 18 lmported.
York. there ‘are em-

il -posters,

_tures and persons empioyed.

for the aveérage at-.

The leader gets $30; .-

eaters. and depatt:-

'
men, 500 scemlc arusts, 200 shoemakers, 1,000
musicians, 200 eclectricians, 6.000 costumers,
dressmakers, etc. [t 18 estimated that 65 peo-
ple on an average are employed te operate 8
blg Broadway theater, and with the sactors,
slngers and choruses included, it is possibly
ho exaggeration to aay that such a theater em-
ploys more pecple and pays them better than
the largest store in a town of 100,000 inhabdl-
{ants. In the season there are employed in
New York about 5000 chorud_ girls, Inchuding
{hose whao have swmall roles, and whom the
showmen still regard as merubers of the chor-
us, though tbey sad thelr friende Would pm\r
ably resent the {mputation. The average sal-
ary of these girls 16 $18 8 k. Principals,
of course, command large sums when they can
find work, and. the few favored ones may earn
at times a8 much as $1,000. The oft-repeated
ctatement that star actora ara better paid.ihan
United -States: senators, supseme’ court jus-
tices, governors or mayors, is probably not ua-
true in certain specific cases

The printing bill for large cities in the case
of o big show like “Bem Hur” will call for
$1,000 8 week, and will not drop much below
ihat in smaller places. The salary sheet, the
live stock, the orchestra, and the printing are
the fixed charges of & Show! These are never
changed, except {n case buslness does not come
up to expectations, in which case the shrewd
manager, as one representative put it, will lo-
treaso his advertising—the only real method
of increasing his receipts.

variable items are the railroad tares and
tranafer accounts, the latter being the charges
for hauling the scemery and properties, trunks,
etc., to and {rom the theators to the cars. In
2 broken week the local transfer - charges of
about $300 are. doubled.

The avernge profit of & successful season
for » mandker fs about ten per cent.

It is estimated that Charles Frohman em-
plogs, directly or indirectly, in America and
England about 10,000 persons. The extont of this
manager's enterprises may- be Im:\}nod from
the following lettér, which waa recently seat
by Alf Haymam to Hollls E. Cooley, secretary
of the National Assoctation-of Theatrical Pro-
ductng Managers, in response to Mr. Cooley's
request, at the time the theatrical copyright
was belng jointly sought by all the managers,
for a statement of Charles Frohman's: gross
investments in theatrical properties:

Mr. Hollts E, Cooley, Secretary, The Nation-
al Association ..of Theatrica) Producing
Mavagers, 1,410-11 Timfes Bullding, Clty:

Dear Sir: A requasted by you, I am here-
#ith banding ypu & statemént of the gross I
vestment in -theatrical -properties, ‘together:
with a tabuiatet‘statement of annual-expendi-

i The statement
fnvolves tho value of the theaters,both! owned
and controlled by’ ua ‘and 'aré¢ a8 tollows:.

TREALETE" +vni e eetrensyzsrere - 38,000,000

Annual_salaries, perforimers and X R
theater employes ... (s eser 4,750,000
Ahnual tost af productiops (over) 400,000
. ‘Annual ralirad fares.. ;... 750000
‘Annusal printing and advertisiog. . 500,000,

‘snnusl - transfer end = haulag ;o
‘charges :i:il Cppdearees 15000

The toregoing, statement.-l5, a8 you
stand, not computed to a penny, from, ow
pooks, bt It isiak appraximato statement and
is. reasonably decurate, If 1.can furnlsh you

yltb any luruﬂun{nrmdon An.the premises:.
Yours sincerely,|

Please adylse m

Now, when it I8 remembared that in
the vorlous estimates and summaries
. the activities of only the threa: most

@ band-tohpnd with

Silas (dis

Asgured of durabllity,

active D have
been considersd, and .that there are,
- at least 6 dozen firms operating in New
York and Chicago who: maks from

e
i 2 |

i !! !‘H
| .
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three to ten productfons o season,
while innumerable compagles are
operated by individuals. the orlg:
1nal estimate of $100,000,000 {avest:
ed will seed reasonable enough.
- With'the New York theater occu-
pring an expensive site, nand haif a
dozen other theaters In process of
erection in New York., with new
theaters projected ln Chicago and
various other large citles, with a
constant focrezse In  competition
and the necessity for augmented
expenditures, each frm trymng to'
outdo fts rival.in lavishness of pro:
duction, more and more money is
being poured each year Into thls
one chamnel of enterprise, and
more and more of it, oyerfiowing
the confines of its original inten-
tion, filters out through various
channels to bring profit to innum-
erable people who would be groatly
surprised to lesrn to whom they
are indebted for their wsges. The strictly
practical economists might put much of the
erpenditure under the head of unproductive
consumption of wealth, since much of it Is ul-
umately wasted. The same amount, for {a-
swnce, employed in fertilizing vast acres of
varten unused land would ultimately prodoce
a greater communal benefit.

HARD TIMES :
AND MATRIMON

‘There is probably not more than a fraction
of one per cept. of truth In that unpleasant
old proverd, ‘AVhen poverty comes in at the
door love flies out of the window,” but It is
not to be denled that when poverty is the
first 1o take possesglon poor love bas to sit
on ‘the doorstep abd walt. :

All through the year 1808 the lttle god
bad been shivering outside many bames where
he had every expectation of spending a cozy
and perfectly delightful twelvemonth. And
duting the year of hard tlmes marriages fell
off 20 per cent.

in Manbattan borough alane nearly 20,060
persons are going about In single blessedness
—6r otherwise, as they take It—who :ought
from the statisticlgn’s polnt of view to bave
been married last Year.

The statisticlan takes a cold:blooded vlew
of it, merely marking it down &s an fnterest-
ing fact to be “fogted up” with other interest.
ing facts. He hasn't a word to say nbout
love’s young dream and hope deferred and all’]
the’ furtive tears for which those 10,000 mon-
existedt marriages are responsible. You can't
mnke averages. of such things 8¢ 3 young
man’s disappointment and & nice girl's hoart-
adhe. . -

The results of hard times are Always, frst
of all, fewer diamonds imported and fewer
marriages recorded. . Jewels -and matrimeny
go hand In hand, as indications of & rising of
talling in the barometer of prosperity.

HE BOUGHT

It was one of those moments when after
inner comtort and a pervading stmospbore
ot congeniallly and well being ere copducive
to r flow of Intellectuality. Smith, casting
about for o tople that might serve as 3 T
hicle for s filght amqng‘me upper spheres,
hit upom a-happy thougix. -

"How remarkable it'is that alter Michael
énze Italy producéd so [lew great archi-
Gects,] tg remarked. i .

10n 15 heard with 4 sinister siplle; '
| “W.1y, Whats the! matter - “Lamuchs ™™
he nsked. - r S *

“Weil, Lanuche hprdly

added anything W
ba art, should -you say? ithe o
“Then there's:Mernchi g
“I have always regarded Teruebo ns.rather

dent,” was Smith's response, accompanied
Y. & lofty wave; . -~ | l R

_“Saluchet” " Do U
4Ob, distifetly foyrth rate” . .
4! +“There emans. Siabuche? suggested

opes.., . g L b -
Smith turnpd o, Ashy, ¢é UPdD ench member
pt thé group and last of Ml.u»qu‘,{éegel_. Anz

- {hen jcame_the ;explosion. . When the merr!
fopnt had s{ded” somewbat  Smil
the scratch mantully. § .

¢77 e | Galled

“Waiter

or ‘béautiful durabiiity.

and appropriate.

gchemes for elther extarler

strument for detec
1o palnt materials.

worth writdng for.

A Classic In’

They bave been
down in the Blue G
the.
it ts regarded ag a classie:
“Majah,” announced

ing

blay an’ lived t'toll' th’ tale?
t3cdnsalatoly)—Yas, by gum,
an’ thet seems t' be-all ho lived far!

———————
* PAINT BEAUTY.

pelnting (as you ma¥ request),
book of -specifications,and also an fu-
'z sduiteration
1 ‘s outdt fs sent
free, and, to say tl ¢ least i3 well

ntuc!

the

————

Hiram—So.cle Hank Hardapple had

& grizly

the mex}

thought In painting 13 beauty —the
)| aim belng durable beauty,

Natiocal Lead Company here agaln
offer you the co-operation af their
paint experts—this time in the lne
of colof schemes, artistic, bharmenious
You have oaly to
write Natonal, Lead Company, 1902
Trinity Bullding, New York Ci
“Houseowners’ Painttng Outfit "No.
49" and you will protuptly recelve
what s really a complete gule to
painting, including n'}bock of color

for

or interlor
a

xy.
this story

138 8o long that
Loulsville Courier-Journal

says

colonel.

“T'll bet I'Ye sweat no less than 17

|
| gafonst” .
l -“Pesging your pardon. k

unpel,” re-

| tarned the mafor, deslsting from 3
! lorg libatlon, “gentiermen don't sweal;

| they persplire,  Horses sweal”

t “Well, then,” returned twe mow v
| ritated colonel, glaripg & the cuim
i apd’ contented critic of his dictiun,

| “by gad, sub, I'm & hos:

|

Tapering Off.

Whereas, I, Kitty Came:
too many beaux. (They
courage them. It realiy |

reserve stricdy t-
uring tricks, cut dowa my
bor and congentrate on
York Sun

“Why are you making
rible faces?”

“'m amusiog the aby

“But the child Is screech

“Yes; some people

Don't_dope vourpAli for
pain.

pain comes usually from
Pation. A little  bbing wi
Wizard Off wiil st i

a wowan furnishyj

The world sprink
of pepper 00 its tood.

Resolved, That I instante
it s too late. agrd: hercby without
concentrate—to
give up splittipg weltzes and such al-

Often the Casg.

cun't
that Loey are belna amused.”

it only hurty sour stomach.
local

m, have {al
that | ez

not su’}

Whereas, To make life simple 13
what I most desire, for which just
concentration {8 all that | require;

befors

fleid of la-
six.—~New

[

those hor-

tng.”"
realize

every listle
ach h

m.

th Haml

it immedistely.

Instesd of making 4 foor of a wan
the opportunity —

and lots him do I rest.

Mrs. Winalow's soothing Syrop.
For children teetting B gures, reduees o
fameenion, ails) Corerwind coilu. Bca vtk

ed 1,000,000 worth

Positivel

Eottag. A

sea,

SICK_HL:ADAGHE

y cured by

these Little Pills.

They also relieve Dis
tresa from Dyspeputa, lor
digestion and Too Hearty

perfecs rem-

edy for Dirziuesa, Nou
Drowsiness, Bad
Taste In the Mouth. Con
ed Tougue, Puta {159
I __ls1de, TORPTD
‘They regulste the Bowels. Purely vegviablo.

SMALL PILC. SMALL DOSE, SHALL PRICE.

LIVER.

L

Genuine Must Bear
- iac-similasigmhn-a
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