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editorial opinion

Wylie Gerdes writes

Farmington has family feeling

What's lost when a city grows?. Among
other things, the feeling that an imperson-
operating.

I paid a visit to the family of Farm.
ington recently. It was a city council
meeting, actually, where I sat fascinated
through the council’s longest meeting in

al government is

years.

The audience and the council were dis-
cussing ‘the relative merits of paving a
street— whether °tis better to suffer the
flings and harrows of outrageous motion,
or meet the enemy right on.

Members of the audience got ample op-
portunity to express opposition or support

for the paving. The usual

were given in opposition to the paving—it
would create a through street, children
would be unsafe, etc. Surprisingly, there
were several residents who appeared to

argue in favor of paving.

After years of sitting through public
hearings for streets, it seemed as if a
group of residents who supported paving
appeared. It's almost always only the

hearings.

selves.

negative residents who appear at public

The city council listened politely to the
arguments and comments. Councilmen
were even politer in allowing some mem-
bers of the audience to repeat them-

After the council approved necessity for

arguments

paving the street, the residents filed from
the room. Some where disgruntled, but
many were smiling and greeting neigh-
bors.

The process seemed to have left a good
feeling about government with the resi-
dents who attended the public hearing. It
was a controversy among friends and
neighbors rather than the ‘‘us against
them" confrontation which has character-
ized the relationship of city councils to
the public in other larger cities.

One of the benefits of living in a small

city like Farmington is the feeling of par-
ticipation one can get. Farmington's city
government demonstrated that feeling at -
the public hearing.

What is teacher tenure law?

(The following questions and an-
swers concerning tenure law were pre-
pared by Farminglon schoo! district
administrators and PTA members
The questions were gencrated in the
PTA's “coffee and comments™ pro-

gram.)

Q. What Is the teacher teaure law?

The teacher Tenure Act was first
enacted by the legislature in 1567 and
made mandatory for all Michigan
schoo! districts by the Michian legisla-
ture in 1983

Under this law. teachers who suc-
cessfully complete a two-, or if neces-
sary, three .year probstionary period

are granted tenure in their position. -

Once a teacher is granted tenure, the
law provides a due process procedure

“Turn it off’

Editor

1t has come to our attention that a
hearing will be held to bring Petition
RM 2483 before the Scnate. Petition
RM2490 asks that all religious broad-
casting be banncd

At first ve were indignant that per-
sons unknown would take it upon
themselves to once again try to ban
parts of our right ol {reedom of reli-
gion. Upon further discussion we were
downright angry toward those who in.

which must be followed before & ten-
ured teacher can be dismissed by a
school board for. unsatisiactory per-
formance.

The provisions of the Teacher Ten-
ure Act can only be amended by the
legislature or by a vote of the people
if specific changes were placed on a
ballot as s result of a petition cam-

ign.
'-Q Why de we have teacher tenure
tsdsy with walen megetisted cow-
tracts?

Master contracts are negotialed
under a separate law, Public Act 378,
Most union coniracts do not atlow
processing of grievances regarding
any action taken under the provision
of the tenure. law.

From our readers

est in the June 9 school board election
ilive per cent turnowt 1. 1. being one of
the few residents who voted in that
election, believe your criticism was
grossly misdirected.

Your ire should have been directed
toward the. Farmington school board
for promulgating this expensive nan-
happening, rather than combining the
election of a sole school board mem-
ber with the recent school millage
election tover 30 per cent tumout).

At the time our citizers voted for
the exira millage. they should have

sist on slowly but surely ing
IC:; which we hold dear, our belief in

Not only would religious services on
Sunday momnings no longer exist. bul
Rood emtertainment also would be
banned Our family enjoys movies
such as “The Ten Commandments.”
“The Robe.” “The Greatest Story
Ever Told." We wish to learn of the
problems peoples of other countries
have becauseof their religious beliefs
and of the triumphs

We feel if television/radio can bring
into our home obscene language,
rape, murder. violence and other sub-
jects we find distasteful, and when we
object we are told. “If you don't like
it. tum it off." then we say this works
both ways. 1 you object to religious
broadcasting, piease feel (ree to “um
it off." We do not infringe upon your
rights. please do not infringe upon

ours.
We urge all who believe in » su-
preme being. no matter what your

Twd the opportunity to sk
stiect the school board member they
wished to spend it.

Two separate elections were a
waste of school money. laxpayers'
time. and the country's energy (two

trips vs. one)

Until the Farmington school board
demonstrates better judgment in [ac.
ing off with the community, it will not
receive their respect noe deserve
their support.

WILLIAM B. WARNER
FParmingten

Of special interest

Editor:

I'm amazed at the power of private-

interests. With all our “leaders™ bow-
ing to special interests, who is

faith, write to your federal commu- % cmh

nications commission and Senators u';m"' system | shocking

Hart and Griffin erence” per Sub-

mlre“tu.;! Depa: of Natural

HE *Dec. B rtment of Nau

THE ALY (DNR) for tail-

ing 0 prolect Michigan landscape

Critici . ae nllllm sirip miners. (“Firms vir-
tually unchecked").

'riticism misdirected oy wehedked'

Editor: ing sewage treatment (acilities in

Regarding your June |6 editorial lec-
turing the Farmington School District
electorate (or laking insufficient inter-

Im't anyone minding the store for
the public? More:

*April 22: Michigan's big four wtili-
Ues rate increases pending with PSC.

Farmi
®Ohsepruprt

DIVISION OF

ton
ceentric

Instead. the board and union must
follow the due process provisions of
the temure law when a teacher must
be dismissed for unsatisfactory per-
formance.

At present, no bills on tenure have
been reported to the House or Senate
foor on changes in the Tenwre Act.
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Dear Kathy: Next tine you are -

with this man, -contrive to get &
hair from his head. Tape it to a piece
of paper and wear. it inside your bra
next to your heart. Lesen the follow-

“Mr. Hair-of-His-Hesd. Mr. Hairof-
His-Head. Go to him. to (Name of
man)

“‘Whisper my name when he
dreams. when he wakes. when he

and entrails to me .

“'He has no other thought but me
He dies of love for me.

“There is no woman for him but
me. no love for him but mine. no
love-making but mine.

~"He comes to me, he comes He is
here with me. with me Laughter of
waves. Oh' Oh' Oh'

-_You may write Gandelln at Bex &4,
Gerden

o "gy Mich. 8135, For s per-
y. enclese 3 stamped, seif-
addressed envelope.
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ANY CAR ON THE LOT

*12

PAY

9

«EXC.S.W.
y ] | 4
A L
rentacar g
AVARADLEAT THE
LOCATIONS LISTED BELOW:

Sears B4

) (DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM
Soviege  SEARS OAKLAND MALL)

Shmiter
on other fine cars

* |

ONLY FOR THE GAS YOU USE
Now...for Sears
Customers:

WMICMWI‘INMNA
wred Sesrs Rent a Car Distreution
Centena

Senrs Rovhork & (o

NEW
TROY MADISON HEIGHTS
- OFFICE

29 W. M MILE RD

mensurate wilh 's
unemployment rate. increases sp-
proach one hall billin. The Public
Services Commissione corying more
1o the services than the public. will
grant most of them.

WHO'S MINDING the siore?

Instead of cutting raltes com-
high

Board

dustry executives.
oMay M: Federal EPA (Environ

mental Protection?} further

jega) attempts 10 end dumping quick-

be five yesrs be-

ture—proposing bills to prevent
ua)—nlned'.mlu o Lot

vestigation—Amtrak will follow.
Now | ask: with all thase fantastic
government  boat

rd. agencies, etc., 0
concerned abowt private
who the hell is minding the store for
the public?

WESLEY |. MITCHELL
TFarwiagtes

ArtStart opens
fall registration

ArtStart is now

Your DETROIT BANK-er
oan show you how fo
avold embarrassment.

taking

for the fall term set to begin in mid-
September. The pere-school classes are
open to children from three and ane
half to five years old who meet In the
University Hills Christian Qerter on

Farmington Road, south of 1488
information is avadl-
Raymond

able by contact .
Doute, 16838 Fairway Drive. Livonia.

HENRY M. HOGAN. JIL. Co-Pablioker
PHILI? W FOWER,
*

JOHN REDIY, Eowratioe Edtior
MICHASL & MARCELLINO, Rdor,
Oaklond Covaty Newepapers
WYLIE GERDES. Aeting M onagieg Edowr
- .

Member

MICHIGAN FRESS ASSOCIATION
SUBURBAN NEWEPAPERS OF AMERICA-
NATIONAL KEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

One of life's most embarrassing
check

Uttra/Chek covers overdrafts

a0y reason. It's ke getting an
mstant loan, only you write it
you!

reetf.
Don't wait until you need that
extra money. Be prepared. Ask
your DETROIT BANK-er for
Ultra/Chek now!

SR

by advancing funds from your line

of credit into your checking
account.... anytime you need it to
keep checks from bouncing or
‘when you need extra money for

DETROIT
&

——re SO




