Nature trails lea
to outdoor learning

By ETHEL SIMMONS
d SUE ROSIEX
Let's take a walk
Anytime is a good time to explore
nature, but inthe summer you've Rot

sunny weckends (mostiy) lo vemture .

in the out-of-doors
Getting back to nature in becoming
increasingly popular, State and region-
al park systems offer walks siong
their nature trails Environmental cen-
ters are springing up or cxpanding.
with nature hikes available in addition
to_indoor program
The Huran-Clinton Mruwnlllan Au-
thority's Metroparks system offers
y mortiing guided nature walks
for you and your family. These begin
a 8 a.m. on scheduled dates at Ken-
sington Metropark near Milford and
st Stony Creek Metropark near Utica:
Rochester.

THOMAS H. SMITH, chiel natural-
Ist for the syxtem, explaina. “The nat-
uralist takes advantage of the season
of the vear and whal's available If

Twenty-Six Mile Road exit off the Van
Dyke Freeway and following the direc:
tional signs 1o the Nature Center
Smith explains the booming interest
in nature, “With increased popu-
Iations, industriatization and urbaniza-
tion of our land. peopie are reaching
out to regain an understanding and ap-
ation of what a good. clean.
healthy environment is. Certainly
more leisure time is available 1o
enjoy the out-of-doors

THE DRAYTON Plains Nature Cen-
ter for Environmental Education is
privately owned, by ita
Douglas Covert, director and mtural
ist. and naturatist Kathieen Doug-
herty alternate conducting Sunday
mornma walks for one to a dozen per-

i\nlkn leave at 9 am. sharp from
the Interpretive Center. 2125 Denby
Road. Drayton Plains (take Dixie
Highway to Hatchery Road. to Fd-
more Street. 1o Denby)

Walks are open to members. but

you were to go on every walk, theo
retically, you would sce something dif-
ferent. This time of year. the natural-
ists desl lot with insects—mos.
quitos—and plant life of the area *
Kensingtan's trails have been open
.since the park was bult around the
mm Stony Creek's trails opened in

'You can sec driedap- stems of
ants from last year and new ones
t starting to come up, such as the
d cucumber vine.” Smith adds.

UPCOMING DATES for walks
. slong Kensington's four trails are
July 13 and 27 and. lentatively, Aug.
10 and 24 and Sept. 14 and 2.

The three Stony Creek tralls can be
hiked during the next months on July
13, Aug. 10, Sept. 14 and 2,

In addition 10 the twohour Sunday
walks for individuals or {amilies, Ken-
sington and Stony Creek grouwp
field trips by appoifiment Tuesday

h Sunday.

y
At Kensington, a toll bocth leads to

or §1 a day. At Ston
no toll booth to the Nature Center.

FOR DO-IT-YOURSELFERS, maps
are avallable st the Nalure Center, or
you can trek the tralls alone.

“The trails are well marked.”
Smith says. “You canl get lost.” He
adds, “'They open seven dxy! a
week, from 8 a.m. to dusk”

To gét to Kensington. take 196 to
the Kensington Rosd exit. Siony
Creek is resched by taking the

»

prospective members are invited to
join in, according to Covert. Individ-
ua) membership is $7.50 yearly. $15
for & family.

Covert is proud of lhe 137-acre sanc-

the environmental education program.
covers five basic nature resources:
Life. climate. water. land use. and
minerals or geology.

There are also riding trails on horse-
back

ANOTHER ATTRACTION is a man-
made ecologically balanced pond com-
munity. with turties, salamanders.
frogs and snakes.

The environmental center is located
s Edsel Ford's former country re-
mnl Haven Hill Farm. or Lodge..

The property became part of the
$.402-acTe Ml;hl.nd State Recrestion
Arca 1n 1943, and the lodge was
opened as a conference certer in IM9.

The one-mile nature trail opened
along with the environmental center
in February of this year. So far. 5635
persons have visited the nature center
ad walked its trails

Thornton says. ““The trails are open
seven days a week. all the lime. even
in the winter. In bad westher. we
have an incide program ™

THE NANKIN Mills Nature Cenger
at 33175 Ann Arbor Trail in Westland
18 located in the Middle Rouge Park-
way, Wayne County.

The Wiltiam P. Ilolm forest and
wildlife preserve is adjacent to the na-
ture center and has about 12 miles of
trails Guided nature walks are avail-
able by reservation for groups only, of
2 persons or more.

There is no admission charge to the
mnun center. which is open all year

ys through Sundays from 1 to §
pm Vnilm can observe natural fes-
tures of the area. see a variety of na-
tive birds and wildlife animals and
z)':y more than 2,000 acres of park-

The historic Nankin Mills building
was built before the Civil War. It sevv-
ed the community for many years as
2 gristmill and was used as a stop for
the

open since 1967, and its nature walks
began this January.

WOODS, HARDWOODS, corifer for-
cat, marshes, ponds and rivers are vis-
ited on the walks.

“Wear you hiking shoes,” Covert
cautions. ““Some nature trails might
just as well be a city park. Ours are
real nature trails (hrough the real
woods. "

He suggests. “Bring insect repel-
Jent, too. I'm sure we don't have an
exclusive on mosquitos.”

Cavert says the discovery hikes are
ready to go whatever the weather,
rain or shine. A walk lasts two o
three hours, returning “when we feel
:l‘kp ,r:mmlu depending on the mood

THE HAVEN HILL DMnl'lrrul
Fducation Center at the Highland Rec-
reation Area, 5200 Highland Road, Mil-
ford, offers 17 miles of trait lylum

Hartley Thornton, perk nat

aé.

maple,
swamp, rolling hills and {akeshore.™
A special one-mile trail, t!-lnld to

.

4 railrond.

REMODELED BY Henry Ford in
the 19208, it again became meful to
the people of the ares as a lactory
and & source of electricky.

With its flowing milirace, lm
and hand-hewn beams reminiscent of
the past. the mill now serves the com-
munity as a natural history museun.

Nankin Mills naturatit Mary E£1-
fsworth is available during certer”
hours for questions on wildlife and ar-
tifacts found in the center and mo-

seum,
For more information and reserva-

i
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Staft photos by\lorblu McClellen st Drayton Plains Nature Conter

FALL FORECAST:

The trousersuit: a collection of
knits for the first hints of autumn.

JON MICHEL defines the approaching season
in a spirited study of textures. A trio of knit-
works. Our impressive trousersuit combines
a collared cardigan and fringed scarf Both in
a variegation of warm, colors on soft mohait
The trousers are a smooth and talored flow
of taupe wool Underscored with a ribby taupe
turtlesweater. Sizes 6 to 14. $120. Better
Knits in The Woodward Shops. at all stores

Wbodind Shope-Fudeonis

KINTWOIRKS




