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Farmington doctor prescribes
cure for health care system

I'ractice and direcior of the Family
I'rlc't:! Ambulatory Care Program
ot 1!
Family pr-:ikv doctors, sometimes
called general should be
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# patient’s first contact and his means
of entry Io the health care system,
Deighton sald.

llowever, the shoringe of such doc.
tors is acuts wn to sbout 16 per
cent of the Detroil arca doctors, with
tnost concertraied in the suburta,

* ages of primary care 3
c.l'iﬂlr exists allp:‘ver the dlym

WITHOUT THE CHANNELING the
primary care physician should pro-
vide, prospective patients may end up
sicker than they were at the begin-
ning. It might be too lnte 10 siop an
Illnm Iatientsa can be left with bills
from visits from specialists.

“For example. if her baby
sick, & woman may call her obstedr-

cian who'll say, 'l culh!l!ﬂlknl
cord, go to somebudy dse.’ " Deigh
ton said.

“"You need someone who i going to
pay attention to all your neods—some-
une who is guing lo evaluste and
courdinate your health care and ' h- a

dous nmount of knowl

with the systemn might
fead sulferers to evaluste their own

“H someonc has a headache. It
could be thesresult of*a tumor. It
might also be a result of something
cise. and a family physician would be
able to refor him to the neurologist.
opthamologist or general internist, ac-
cording to the problem.

“Withott that primary care, he
could end up secing four or live
people, each of whomn would be send-
ing him a bill.”

According to material recently pub-
lished by the American Board of Fam-
ity Practice, the ities of the
{amily physician are to evaluste the
total health needs of an individual,
provide personal health care, and
refer patients to appropriate sources
when necessary.

IN THE REFERRAL. family prac-
tice doctors are 1o prescrve the conti-
nuity of care, and act as o coordina.
tor of health services. The description
also said they should accept the re-

medicine.”

for total health care of

given to the family and social environ-
ments in which the patiert operates.

medical profession.
number of general practitioners
to 25 per cert and wntil re-
cently plummeted even lower.
The reason for the dectine was par-

-uhmu.ummﬂdﬂ.\p
unlqlu and some medical tech-

nologists.
Other specialtics. Imm idcal- He

Ily All they see is one person.” Deigh-
ton sald. Ofien, a disease may be pre-
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their patients. with

Providence program
‘stresses prevention

By the time tnost penple have pene-
trated the Amcrican health care
maze, they are well aware that they
need help (ast

Yet they must wait for weeks to get

i3 not in the specintist’s field
That's not the way it shauld be, said
Dr. Murray Delghton of Farminglon.
Deighton is a stall physician at Provi-
dence ospital in Southiield.
He Is also dircctor. of the haspital's
Family Practice Ambulatory Center.

a family medical cener %o new it has  appoi

1wt yet opened.

Orchard Valley Swim
& Racquet Glub

W. Bloorifickd's finest family swim-
ming & tennis recreation facility.
Besutlful club house full site
-|yw||vh swimming pool, kiddie

4 tennis courts and eting facifities
with pienic ares sltusted In beautiful
secluded wooded ares. Frea swim-
ming lessons, metive swim team in
suburban league. Tennis profes-
skemal for tennbs hensona.

Memberships now available.

For Information call:
R26-TH39 or Kb)-06T8

lon hopes that a
!mwnh on family phy:‘ld-n will de-
crease health care costs and stream-
line the health care system
It will also, nat incidentally. result
I:Mhnllhkr Americans. Deightons

The Providence Family Medical
Otmer“ vit.‘cmmme h:'n hwm
prehensive puwﬂﬁw care
to_individuals and f

amilices.
© 1T WILL BE safled by family prac-
idents and nurse

tice iclans, resi
clinicians. Patients will be scen an an
ntment basis:

Deighton will not unly direct this
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